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ALGERIA 


POST-REVOLUTION GENERATION CAUSE FOR CONCERN 
Paris LE MONDE in French 24 Jan 87 p 4 


[Article by correspondent Frederic Fritscher: "The Authorities Multiply 
Operations To Seduce Youth." 


[Text] Algeria is a young country. Next July it will celebrate the 25th an- 
niversary of its independence. Even though the youth of its population is one 
of its main riches, readily seen as "responsible for the future of the coun- 
try,” over the years it has also become its main concern. Three quarters of 
all Algerians are less than 30 years old, two thirds less than 20 and half 
less than 16. Its demography is galoping, with a rate of increase of 3.2 per- 
cent, and this in spite of campaigns conducted in recent years in favor of 
"spacing births.” Terms such as "limitation" and "planning" are never used 
because of the susceptibility of both the religious circles and the family 
traditions. 


As those young people did not experience the "war of liberation," their con- 
cerns are very different from those of the preceding generations. They are 
worried about their future and more attracted by models of western societies 
than by the realities of developing countries. Without being particularly 
unruly, they do not hesitate to express their demands when the occasion pre- 
sents itself. In this respect, the example of the demonstrations last Novem- 
ber in Constantine (LE MONDE of 15 November) is significant, and worries the 
authorities who, since then, have multiplied the seduction operations. 


Over a period of less than a week, the first national Seminar on the Social 
Protection of Children and Youth was held in Algiers, the official agency 
ALGERIE PRESS SERVICE (APS) broadcast a survey on the cultural tendencies of 
high school students, and the minister of higher education, Mr Abdelhak 
Brerhi, expressed his opinion on the new 1987-1988 university term at the na- 
tional conference of directors and leaders in higher education. 


It is true that the agenda focused on student demands. On this occasion, Mr 
Brerhi noted "the tension which exists in the major university cities" 
(Algiers, Oran, Constantine and Annaba) "which by themselves welcome 76 per- 
cent of the student population,” before observing that "the urgency of the si- 
tuation calls for an effective implementation of the principle of decentrali- 
zation." He announced that, due to the high demand, an exam would be set up 











for access to medical, computer analysis and architectural studies, specifying 
that thus the number of students to be kept on will be determined in function 
of the needs of the university plan. 


Consecreation of "Family Cell" 


The Seminar on the Social Protection of Children and Youth, on the other hand, 
consecrated the family cell as the primary element for the education of chil- 
dren especially as a prevention mechanism, because it must be "the most effec- 
tive weapon against all forms of delinquency." But other themes were touched 
on, some of them for the first time officially, specifically problems related 
to children born to unmarried couples, as well as divorce and its negative 
repercussions. 


The minister for social protection, Mr Mohamed Nabi, estimated the number of 
school age individuals who are handicapped at 140,000, of youth who are in 
trouble at between 12,000 and 15,000, and the number of abandoned children 
every year at 3,000. He also stated that in 1962, at the time of independen- 
ce, 570,000 births were recorded as against 870,000 in 1986. According to his 
estimates, there should be 1 million births in 1990 and probably 1,250,000 in 
1995. In terms of infant mortality, the minister of health, Mr Djamel Houhou, 
referring to 1984 figures, noted that for 850,000 births, 173,000 deaths were 
recorded. To face "that silent tragedy," he announced that a 5 year program, 
developed by his ministry and UNICEF, would be launched. His aim is to reduce 
the figure of infant mortality by 50,000 between now and 1990. 


The survey conducted by APS among 500 high school students, 18 to 20 years 
old, on their cultural tastes — and limited to the students of four high 
schools in the capital — shows that, against all expectations, the youth 
prefer reading (87.2 percent) to watching television (82.6 percent), with 
listening to the radic (60.6 percent) ahead of going to the movies (34.8 per- 
cent). 


The intent of such a survey is praiseworthy. It remains to be seen whether it 
takes into account the weakness of Algerian production, both in terms of lite- 
rature and films, and the import restrictions in these same areas. Finally, 
let us note that polling institutes do not exist in Algeria and that the re- 
sults of this survey, broadcast by APS on 18 and 19 January, stiil have not 
been published in the newspapers. 
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ALGERIA 


INFORMATION SECTOR ALIVE IN SPITE OF NO CONFIDENCE IN OFFICIAL PRESS 
Paris LE MONDE in French 17 Jan 87 p 4 
[Article by correspondent Frederic Fritscher: "Algeria Sick of Rumors..." 


[Text] The most listened to radio station in Algeria is not a foreign sta- 
tion, nor even one of the three national stations. (Footnote 1) (Radio 
Algeria broadcasts over three channels: channel 1 in Arabic, channel 2 in 
Berber, and channel 3, also called the international channel, in French, ex- 
cept for a few hours in Spanish and in English.) The station which is in 
favor with the public and unleashes its passions broadcasts 24 hours out of 
24 and 365 days a year. It is not subject to any transmitter failure and is 
picked up equally well on all wavelengths. 


Rather popular, it has many faithful in all social brackets, particularly in 
urban milieus. It is "Radio Sidewalk," which peddles good and bad news with 
the same speed and has a preference for the occurences of everyday life. 


Since the end of last year, a rumor has been circulating about the re- 
establishment of Sunday as a day off. (Footnote 2) (Similar to a goodly num- 
ber of Muslim countries, about 10 years ago Algeria adopted Thursday and Fri- 
day as weekend.) Thus a certain logic would have been respected. Already in 
the spring of 1986, the weekend was brought forward one day for banks and in- 
surance companies, whose work week now runs from Sunday to Thursday. Thus a 
day was gained in international financial relations, and the Algerian workers, 
who rest on Thursdays and Fridays, were quite free tc settle their affairs 
outside of working hours. 


Hence, everything argued in favor of that rumor. The director of a major 
banking agency did not hesitate to tell me a few days ago: "We are awaiting 
the official confirmation by next week." Alas, even the best rumors come to 
an end. A spicy text, published on the first page of EL MOUDJAHID on Tuesday, 
January 13, tolled the knell of it. "I have been told that you have believed 
that your weekly day off could return on Sundays again instead of Fridays! 
Since you have listened to such an incredible yarn, you should easily accept 
the possibility of scorching heat in December and snow in July. That would be 
much more likely,” wrote the daily, categorically refuting that which the most 
sensible people took for granted. 


The official press which, because of its pronensity not to publish anything 
without the official imprimatur, helps to leave a clear field to the fertile 
imagination of the Algerians, is regularly used to quash or sometimes even to 
confirm a rumor circulating too insistently. The method used is more or less 
direct, but most often remains esoteric. 


My Neighbor's Cousin Told Me... 


Only those in the know can make sense of it. Thus, in its issue of 15 Decem- 
ber 1986, EL MOUDJAHID announced the sale of Louis de Funes' castle to a cha- 
ritable organization. Why did this national newspaper, rather austere and not 
much inclined toward following in the footsteps of FRANCE-DIMANCHE, publish 
this information in two columns, illustrated with a picture of the French com- 
median? Simply because it was advisable to stop the growth of a persistent 
piece of gossip, according to which the wife of a top official had bought the 
castle, La Roseraie, from the heirs of Louis de Funes. Was the expected ef- 
fect achieved? Perhaps! But the Algerians do not like to be deprived so bru- 
tally of a subject which kept many a conversation going in the cafes. Humor 
or simply bad faith, a taxi driver, pure product of the Casbah, stated the 
moral of the story: "That is just it, if they put that in FL MOUDJAHID, then 
it must have been true!" 


When one rumor is lost, ten new ones are found. Where then are the 40,000 
Lada cars which the government was supposed to import? That rumor has been 
making the rounds inexorably since September. "It is not for nothing that so 
many of them are coming with an AIV," (Footnote 3) (The car import permit 
[AIV] is an administrative formality which allows private individuals to im- 
port a car outside the government network, which still has a monopoly on fo- 
reign trade) said a mechanic, before adding: "The people are not crazy. They 
know very well that if the state imports them, there will be spare parts." 

The most important thing for everyone is to convince and to show that they are 
in on the secret. In Constantine, in November, a few days after the violent 
incidents which rocked the city, a restaurant waiter told us in a confidential 
tone of voice: "There were more than 100 dead." Seeing our dubious expres- 
sion, he added: "My neighbor's cousin told me." And, ultimate argument: "He 
is a police superintendent." 


On the opening day of the special FLN [Algerian National Liberation Front] 
congress, which was supposed to adopt the draft of the new national charter in 
December 1985, the press anounced that for health reasons the number two man 
in the party, Mr Mohamed Cherif Messadia, would not participate in the activi- 
ties. There is nothing like it to excite the imaginations. No less than 
three versions were given to us to explain the circumstances of his "death" to 
us: stabbed by a fundamentalist, the victim of throat cancer, carried away 

by a heart attack. In fact, an emigrated Algerian doctor was in the process 
of removing his gall bladder at a Suisse clinic. 


Hence, Algeria is sick of rumors, the result of the people's lack of confi- 
dence in the national press. And yet, the Algerians are major consumers of 
information, they avidly read the important foreign press, listen to bulletins 
issued by stations broadcasting from France, Spain or Morocco, and during the 








summer, when the atmospheric conditions allow it, they readily pick up the 
French, Italian and Spanish television channels. And even though today, in 
1987, they can still seize or prohibit newspapers, tomorrow direct television 
broadcasting satellites will pour their flow of programs and news over the 
2,400,000 square kilometers of the Algerian territory... 


However, significant efforts have been made in recent years. Two new dailies 
have been launched, as well as several specialized periodicals. Plans for a 

second television channel are still topical, and Algeria participates in the 

Arabsat satellite programming, through which it broadcast the last World Soc- 
cer Cup in its entirety. 


Following a long period of immobility, the information sector is moving, fast, 
but yet the multiplication of titles is not a panacea. The Algerians are very 
well aware that journalists must be militants and that newspaper directors 
themselves often work "on orders." 
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MUSLIM LEADER ADDRESSES ‘OPEN LETTER’ TO MUBARAK 
PM261453 Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 17 Feb 87 p 6 


["Open letter" from Hamid Abu-al-Nasr, general guide of Muslim Brotherhood, 
to President Husni Mubarak] 


[Text] Mr President Muhammad Husni Mubarak, 
May God's blessing, peace, and grace be upon you! 


In these critical circumstances our beloved homeland is experiencing, both 
outside and inside, I would like to acquaint you with what is going through 
my mind and my heart in fulfillment of the trust which God has placed in us 
and of our duty toward the nation and homeland. 


Mr President, I hope this letter will meet with your satisfaction, approval, 
consideration, and care because, I swear before God, it is the essence of a 
pure soul and the wellspring of a truthful compassion toward religion, home- 
land, and God. Almighty God knows we seek to gain nothing by this letter 
except his pleasure and the interest of our dearly beloved homeland. 


An observer of what is happening in the international arena at present can- 
not but place on record some important points: 


First: Most countries, especially the two superpowers, are repeatedly and 
deliberately violating the principles of international law, the UN Charter, 
human rights, and international treaties. which indicates a lowered standarc 


in international relations and a rejection by most countries of the principles 


of human justice. 


There is no better evidence of this than actions by the United States, 
namely: 


1. The U.S. aggression against an Egyptian airliner flying through interna- 
tional airspace, forcing it to land in Italy. 


2. The U.S. armed attack on both Lebanon and Libya. 


3. The U.S. permission to Israel to attack Tun{sia and defense of this 
attack in international circles. 








4. The constant U.S. use of its veto in favor of Israel, thereby undermining 
the Security Council's task of maintaining world peace. 


5. The barefaced U.S. interference in the internal affairs of certain coun- 
tries, which needs no evidence or proof because the U.S. media itself have 
admitted this. 


As for the Soviet Union, there is no better proof that it violates interna- 
tional laws, charters, and treaties than the following actions: 


1. The Sovie. Union's military aggression against the Afghan people. The 
Kabul government's acquiescence does not justify this because the Soviet 
Union itself knows this government is illegitmate and does not represent 
the Afghan people at all. 


2. Persecution by the Soviei Union and the countries within its orbit of 
Muslims residing in those countries, forcing them to change their religion 
and names on threat of being denied all services provided by the state, as 
is already happening in Bulgaria. 


3. The Soviet Union's interference in the internal affairs of other coun- 
tries, especially developing countries, and its provision of information, 
finance, and weapons to communist society and communities, as has happened 
in Afghanistan and the PDRY. 


Second: Wars are starting in several parts of the Arab and the Islam‘c world, 
of which Egypt is the heart. War is still raging in Afghanistan, between 
Iraq and Iran, and in Lebanon, and is about to start in Sudan and between 

the two parts of Yemen. This is apart from the North Af: ican strife, wars, 
and conflicts between al-—Qadhdhafi and the desert front, between Morocco 

and Algeria, and so on. 


Israeli Aggression 


Third: The prevalance of Israeli aggression against the Arab and Islamic 
states. In this gloomy atmosphere Israel imposed its hegemony and military 
aggression on the region and is still doing so in Lebanon, from which it has 
not yet withdrawn, despite the withdrawal of the PLO forces that were Israel's 
excuse for launching the war. Israel carried out an armed attack against 
Tunisia and, as a consequence, killed hundreds of innocent civilians. It 

also launched a military attack against Iraq, hitting the nuclear reactor 
there. Israel also militarily attacked an Arab civilian airliner flying 
through international airspace, forcing it to land in Israel. Most recently, 
Israel refused to sign the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 


Fourth: One significant observation made in the international arena is the 

presence of economic pressure by the major powers and the IMF on the Arab and 
Islamic states. Firm proof of this is the international collusion to reduce 
oil prices and the deliberate reluctance to end the Iraq-Iran war, which has 











been going on for more than 6 years. In fact this is aimed at exhausting 
the wealth of the region and delaying its progress toward development and 
prosperity. 


All these observations, Mr President, provide irrefutable evidence that the 
Arab region is subject to a terrible political, military, and economic 
imperialist plot. They also reveal the major powers intend and wish. to 
interfere in the region's affairs and to continue their policy of invasion 
and of the use of force to swallow up this region. 


For this reason, a zealous Muslim would sense a menacing danger to the Arab 
and Islamic nation, particularly our homeland, which is the throbbing heart 
of this nation. Our homeland's security and safety is the Arab and Islamic 
nation's security and safety and vice versa. 


Therefore our religious:and national duty prompts us to present to your 
excellency some proposals in the hope you will find them of benefit to the 
nation at present and in the future: 


First: Refrain from joining any military alliance under any name and from 
providing military facilities to any country in view of the menacing dangers 
involved, of which your excellency is aware. 


Second: Refrain from becoming involved in any regional war, be it Arab or 
non-Arab. It is easy to start a war but difficult to end it; let us learn 
from the experience of Yemen in the past and of fPraq in the present. 


Third: Work toward achieving Arab and Islamic solidarity as soon as possible, 
settle all disputes among Arab and Islamic states, and end all wars cur- 
rently raging in the region. 


Fourth: Exploit the present period to increase the armed forces’ military 
efficiency in all fields, complete the establishment of military industries, 
and promote the spirit of jihad, manliness, and earnestness among our people 
at all levels. 


Fifth: Pursue a firm policy toward Israel based on extreme cautiousness and 
total awareness. 


This was a brief summary, so now kindly allow me, Mr President, to give you 
some further details: 


a. I firmly believe, Mr President, that Israel does not want peace, and 
its attitudes, some of which I have cited earlier, prove this. Israel is 
still diligently working toward realizing its hope of establishing a state 
extending from the Nile to the Euphrates. .Most likely Israel will fragment 
tiie Arab and Islamic worlds state by state, as it did in Lebanon. It will 
then turn toward Egypt to settle its account with it. 








b. Therefore, it is our duty to ensure Israel departs from Lebanon as a loser 
so this will be a lesson to it and it will not repeat this venture again. 


c. We must also freeze all dealings with Israel, especially tourism and 
trade. As protection for the internal front, we should abolish the law that 
gives non-Arab foreigners the right to own residential properties. The 
Israelis benefit most from this law. If Israel, the U.S. foster child, has 
not been loyal to the United States, as recent issues have revealed there, 
can we expect loyalty or integrity from Israel? 


d. Finally, we should insist without equivocation or bargaining that Israel 
recognize the Palestinians’ right to self-determination to enable them to 
establish an independent state on their national soil, whose capital is Jeru- 
salem. We must ensure this demand is not squandered under pressure or in- 
flexibility. It is a natural and legitimate right for every nation. At the 
same time, it is also important and essential for us for the following rea- 
sons: 


1. Muslims in the homeland, indeed in both east and west, because of their 
religious faith, feel a craving in their hearts for the al-Aqsa mosque, the 
first of the two qiblahs, and the third holy place. It is also the place 
of the prophet's ascension, peace be upon him. Glory to God, who did take 
his servant on a journey by night from the sacred mosque to the farthest 
mosque [Koranic verse]. Under no circumstances will the Muslims accept 

any solution tc the Palestinian problem that does not restore the al-Aqsa 
mosque to the boundaries of an Islamic state, whatever the reasons and re- 
gardless of the consequences, especially as Israel has tried many times to 
demolish the mosque, in spite of the religious feelings of Muslims all over 
the world. 


2. Egypt's security, Mr President, is totally linked to the security of 
Palestine, as Egypt has often been invaded across its eastern borders. It 
is in the homeland's interest to have a sisterly state that will cooperate 
with Egypt through thick and thin. 


3. Our Palestinian brothers living under Israeli occupation and unjustly 
oppressed on this earth look forward to the day when they will be liberated 
from foreign rule. They look to Egypt, the protector of Arab and Islamic 
states for many centuries and generations, to rescue and free them from 
oppression, particularly as the Gaza Strip was held in trust by us and 
trusts must one day be handed back. Our brothers the Copts insist Egyptian 
control of all holy places, especially Dayr al-Sultan [in Jerusalem], should 
be restored. 


Mr President, these are some proposals in foreign policy we would like you 
to consider. 


Internal Policy 


In the field of internal policy, I would like to present to your excellency 
some facts: 














First: Egypt has been the leader and protector of the Islamic world for 
centuries and its guiding beacon throughout the generations. These genera- 
tions have acquired knowledge of the most advanced sciences in Egypt's al- 
Azhar University. The ancient Egyptians believed in religion and practiced 
its rites. Their ancient civilization was established more than 7,000 years 
ago. In its contemporary history, Egypt has become the protector of the 
Islamic nation and the Islamic Caliphate, as well as the cradle of the family 
of the prophet, peace be upon him. The Islamic awakening Egypt is currently 
witnessing is not an accident but indeed a true expression from the depth of 
its conscience. Mr President, Egypt realized this more than 50 years ago, 
despite the fact that imperialism and its tools, the missionaries and the 
orientalists, have been spreading claims to the contrary through publications, 
education, culture, and other activities. But the Egyptian people ignored 
their views. Time has shown the people insisted on preserving their essence, 
identity, and faith in their religion and creed. 


Second: I believe, Mr President, if we apply Article 2 of the constitution 
we will find, under the aegis of the principles of the Islamic Shari'ah and 
true Islam, the best and the most just solution to all contemporary problems. 
This is not dictated by religious sentiment only. Indeed, it is a reality 
determined by absolute logic and recognized by fair researchers in East and 
West at the highest levels. I will not go into further details on this 
matter. I will content myself with briefly discussing the economic crisis 
from which Egypt is suffering. Contrary to what some may claim, this crisis 
is not due to instability. In fact the situation has, thank God, been stable 
during the last 5 years. Nor is this crisis, as some other people claim, 

due to population growth that is greater than national production growth, 
because an increase in manpower, one of the essential elements of production, 
leads to an increase in production if this manpower, is properly channeled and 
used rather than being left to starve, in search of food day and night. 


The crisis is essentially a moral one. Because of the acutely lowered moral 
standards and virtues, most producers have deviated from fruitful production, 
which they found difficult. As a result, honest and honorable producers have 
lost confidence in the benefits of honorable work. Thus, while production 
has decreased, consumption has increased, thereby further worsening the 
crisis. This is in addition to the instability of economic policy and the 
frequent changes in laws affecting the economic situaticn, not to mention 
usury and its effects on foreign loans, as well as the domestic economy. 


This is an inescapable fact proved by irrefutable evident. It is sufficient 
to mention the investigations by the socialist prosecutor and the rulings of 
the Court of Ethics, which we hope will be duly considered and carefully 
studied so we together grasp this reality, which is the cause of the disease 
and the source of misfortune. 


Whatever plans, programs, and efforts the government attempts to make, they 
will not lead to great progress while the element of morality is lacking in 
the nation as a whole--whether, regrettably, in the government or in public 
bodies. 
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There will be no progress without morality, as almighty God says: Because 
God will never change the grace he hath bestowed on a people until they change 
what is in their own souls [Koranic verse]. 


Mr President, 


If we are to look for excellent morals and ideals on which to base the prog- 
ress and happiness of the nation, the answer lies in religion. There are no 
morals without religion. Morals are the message of all prophets, peace be 
upon them. The prophet, peace be upon him, said: I have been sent to com- 
plete the noble traits of character. The prophet, peace be upon him, is a 
perfect example of excellent morals, as almighty God says: And thou (standest) 
on an exalted standard of character [Koranic verse]. Only religion can truly 
equip the individual with moral virtues because the individual tends to 
violate the rules of upbringing; he might also violate the tradition of the 
society in which he was raised and the rule of law. But if the individual 
believes in almighty God and in God's reward, punishment, and power, if he 
believes God knows the deception of the eyes and all that hearts conceal, if 
he believes in all this, how can he escape the echo of this inner belief. 
This echo can be more painful than any moral, social, or legal punishment. 
Almighty God says: Nay, man will be evidence against himself even though he 
were to put up his excuses [Koranic verse]. How will he escape after that 
from God's punishment in this life and in the everlasting abode? 


Third: These facts, Mr President, lead us to the firm belief that, in 
response to the spirit of the Egyptian people and as an expression of their 
will, the people being the principal and the [word indistinct] state their 
representative in accordance with Article 2 of the constitution, which every- 
body swore to respect, and in order to tackle the crushing crises, especially 
the economic crisis, which our beloved country is suffering, it is the duty 
of the state and all its organs and officials to turn toward the principles 
of true Islam and its noble Shari'ah, in letter and spirit, in words and in 
deeds, in legislation and application. This requires hard work. I will 
content myself here with submitting some proposals: 


A.. In legislating the rules of the Islamic Shari'ah: 


1. Speedily pass legislation of Islamic Shari'ah in all spheres in accord- 
ance with the provisions of Article 2 of the constitution and penalize of 
anyone who violates the spirit of Islam and its noble Shari'ah. 


2. Support all governmental organs operating in the field of Islamic propaganda 
and facilitate media access for them, namely broadcasting, press, and tele- 
vision, so that the spirit of the Shari'ah and its noble intentions can be 
spread throughout the nation and be legislated. 


3. Give freedom to all individuals, organizations, and groups operating in 
the field of Islamci propaganda so that they can carry out their duty to call 
for what is just and forbid what is evil. Also enable them to play their role 
in teaching the people the principles and tenets of Islam. 
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The numerous restrictions imposed on public liberties are burdens on the 
people's shoulders which make them feel discontented and insecure. These 
restrictions also greatly diminish their legitimate rights to express their 
views, form parties or groups, and publish papers, magazines, and leaflets. 
These restrictions often prevent public meetings from taking place. Other 
restrictions, as well as the declaration of a state of emergency for more 

than 5 years, unnecessarily and without justification, have largely obstructed 
democratic development and denied the people of this nation their legiti- 
mate rights established by the noble Shari'ah and provided for by internation- 
al charters, foremost among which is the human rights charter. Our constitu- 
tion also provides for these rights. As a result of this, the opportunities 
for new capabilities to emerge from among our generous people--thank God 

they are numerous--have diminished. If the gates to liberties were to be 
opened for them they would excel and benefit others with their knowledge, 
work, and ideas. Undoubtedly, these restrictions and obstacles also cast 

dark shadows on our beloeved Egypt, which would cause local and foreign 
investors to turn away and adversely affect our economic situation, which we 
need to boost with all our strength and efforts. 


In additionto the above, these restrictions have created an opportunity for 
the wrong people, who have abused it and indulged in corrupt practices that 
justice and conscience reject. It is sufficient to refer to the detention of 
many innocent people without specific charges or convincing evidence. They 
are still being detained despite decisions acquitting them and ordering them 
to be released. We must also refer to the judiciary's condemnation of a 
large number of police officers who committed crimes of torture against pri- 
soners and detainees. Mr President, I call upon you kindly--in accordance with 
God's orders and the desire of all the noble sons of this nation---to abolish 
the state of emergency and the laws which everybody is agreed in calling the 
infamous laws. 





Behavior of Officials 


B. The government and its officials must ensure that they set a good example 
of adherence to the teachings of Islam in all their personal behavior so 

as to create an honorable Islamic outlook for an ancient state governed by 
the noble Shari'ah. This requires the following: 


1. The attitudes of ministers and senior officials in the state should be in 
harmony with the spirit of the law and the Shari'ah governing it, namely the 
Islamic Shari'ah. These officials represent the nation's head and limbs and 
therefore are an example to be followed by the people. A shadow cannot be 
straight if the body it reflects is not straight. 


2. The state should ensure that the time necessary for performing Islamic 
rites, especially prayers, is provided in all its institutions. Nothing is 
more painful to a Muslim than being prevented from performing his prayers on 
time; nothing is more painful to him than hearing that a meeting is to take 
place during Friday prayer time, that an official ceremony is to take place 
from just before dusk to late evening, or that a group of people unnecessarily 
and unjustifiably thwarts one of God's rite. 
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3. The state labor law should not differentiate between personal behavior 
and administrative attitudes; every state official is responsible for his 
personal behavior if it is contrary to Islamic laws. 


4. The state must provide sufficient wages and equality for all workers. 


C. All sources of culture in the state must be derived from the spirit of 
true Islam. This requires the following: 


1. Educational reform: Education in Egypt should be unified so that the 
cultures of the people in the one homeland will be brought closer together. 
Education must be of an international standard in order to keep Egyptian 
generations as knowledgeable as their counterparts in other states. Education 
must be national, so that the country's heritage and the nation's history are 
not wasted or dominated by foreign cultures. And the utmost care snould be 
given to teaching religious subjects at all educational levels, each accord- 
ing to its suitability and in a manner enabling every Muslim man and women 

to learn the religious matters that they should learn. Acztention must be 
paid to upbringing, behavior, and work so that young people are brought up 

in accordance with the principles of a virtuous and noble character. 


2. Rationalization of the media newspapers, magazines, publications, radio, 
television, theaters, movies, and video. Nothing should be published or 
broadcast that is contrary to the spirit of Islam or leads to the undermining 
of morals and values and tarnishing of ideals. 


3. The state should provide sports facilities for young people in provincial 
capitals, districts, and villages and ensure that the spirit of true Islam 
dominates these clubs and camps. The state should ensure that facilities 

for tourism and entertainment are provided in a manner that is not contrary 
to Islamic behavior such that an Islamic family will be able to find a clean 
place for entertrainment. 


Women Are the Foundation of Our Advance 


Mr President, there are still two points which I would like to mention: The 
first concerns the reform of Egyptian women's affairs. I believe that women 
have an important role to play in the advance of our nation and the future 

of our country because they are half of society, the whole of society is raised 
under their care and attention, and the future of our beloved homeland depends 
upon their success in raising children. 


Therefore, we want special attention to be paid to women's education in order 
to enable them to look after their children culturally, healthily, and morally. 
So that whoever is raised on something would grow old with it [Arabic saying]. 


We want women to participate in the advance of society and work in all fields 
suited to their nature and capabilities to serve individuals of their own sex. 


13 














Furthermore, we want for women virtuous marriage based on legitimate fovnda- 
tions and the rules of the just Shari'ah, which preserve the rights of each 
party to the marriage. Legislators cannot violate the rules of this 
Shari'ah, allowing what is forbidden and forbidding what is allowed. 


Then we want care for women in order to protect them if they are exposed to 
any problem so that we can maintain their dignity and honor in all public 
places and means of transport. 


Islam Embraces Copts 
The second point concerns the Coptic citizens: 


Mr. President, I do not believe that the foregoing proposals harm our brother 
Coptic citizens at all. We do not interfere with any affairs of their faith 
or religion. The Copts have lived alongside Muslims for many centures, dur- 
ing which they have experienced nothing but total justice and comprehensive 
equality. The words of the second Caliph to his commander in Egypt still 

echo: "O ‘Amr, since when did you enslave people who were born free?" This 

is not alien to the Islamic system and the Islamic nation, as almighty God 
teaches it, saying: With regard to those who fought you not for (your) 

faith and drive you not out of your nomes, God forbids you not from dealing 
kindly and justly with them, for God loveth those who are just [Koranic verse]. 





I am confident that the Egyptian people are neither so incapable nor so weak 
as to be unable to provide for themselves everything they need. I believe 
that if the state heads toward true Islam, if the phenomena of laxity and 
corruption cease, and if the people regain self-confidence and work under a 
new Islamic spirit, they will achieve miracles and will overcome obstacles. 
And God hath full power and control over his affairs, but most among mankind 
know it now [Koranic verse]. 


I pray to God to help us all to achieve whatever pleases him and to guide our 
nation to the straight path. 


May God's peace, grace, and:/blessing be upon you. 


/6662 
CSO: 4500/69 
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EGYPT 


MAHMUD ‘AWAD CRITICIZES SALAH ABU-ISMA'IL 


Cairo UKTUBAR in Arabic 11 Jan 87 pp 15-17 


[Article by Mahmud ‘Awad: "Mahmud ‘Awad Answers Salah Abu-Isma‘il: Do 
Not Lie, Shaykh"] 


[Text] Quoting Jordan's AL-DUSTUR, UKTUBAR published in its 28 December 
1986 issue statements by Shaykh Salah Abu-Isma'il, the Fgyptian Liberal 
Party deputy chairman, in which he said: "We have ended up with the 
Liberal Party. We have chosen it not because it is the strongest party 
but because it is the weakest party. The strong parties impose their 
conditions on us and these conditions do not befit us, the Muslim funda- 
mentalists." Shaykh Abu-Isma'il added: "We had to purge the party of 
its faults. We urged it and it responded to our call, withdrawing its 
recognition of Camp David and eliminating the word ‘socialist' from its 
name. It alsc freed its paper of its “ormer chief editor, Mahmud ‘Awad, 
who did not believe in the party's opinion and did not follow the party 
tendency. Mustafa Murad, the party chairman, went to the limit of growing 
his beard and performing the pilgrimage to Mecca this year. Thus, we 
feel that we have purged the party and have moved it in the direction of 
our objective." 


The truth is that this is not the first time in which Salah Abu-Isma'il 
involves my name in a strange context of political implications. He had 
previously, for example, given the Lebanese AL-SHIRA' magazine an interview 
entitled "Two Points on Which Muslim Brotherhood Faults Liberal Party: 
Involvement in Camp David and Entrusting Paper's Chief Editorship to 
Mahmud ‘ Awad." 


Earlier, Abu Isma'il told AL-MUSAWWAR: "Mahmud ‘Awad was working for the 
paper on an unwritten 3-month contract. The contract period has ended." 


He also told AL-MUSAWWAR: "Mahmud ‘Awad succeeded in ‘stealing’ the paper 
from the party. If you view this as a journalistic success, we view it 


as a party failure." 


In ROSE AL-YUSUF, Salah Abu-Isma'il "accused me" of working to "propagate 
Nasirist thought" during my chief editorship of the newspaper. 
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In the first edition of AL-AHRAR after I departed from it and Salah Abu- 
Isma'il took control, they said that during my chief editorship, the paper 
“was given to leftist thinking, and its rhetoric, even its sun, turned 
unjustifiably red." 


Thus, since my responsibility for AL-AHRAR ended on 17 March 1986, I have 
been reading from time to time various statements aiid words from Salah 
Abu-Ismail implying that his disagreement with me emanated from my trans- 
forming the newspaper into a Nasirist podium one time, a leftist and 
communist podium another, and a podium for nationalist writers a third time. 
This is what made my chief editorship of the paper "an extremely dark 
period". and motivated Abu-Isma'il to lead the militias "to liberate" the 
paper and "free it" from the invaders’ hands. It seems as if I unknowingly 
performed my task on the paper from atop a tank's turret. 


In a.l those times, I have never cared to answer Salah Abu-Isma'il because 
I wanted him to devote himself to enhancing the Liberal Party newspaper, 
which was his main ambition, especially when seven People's Assembly 
members and tens of thousands of "enthusiasts for Islam"--whom Abu-Isma'il 
had promised the party and who, he had said, were at his command and would 
follow him wherever he went--join the party! 


But it seems that the shaykh's fabrications are endless. When I now 
answer Abu-Isma'il's fabrications in UKTUBAR, I do so, first, out of my 
concern for the reader's right to know and not to be misled. Second, now 
that nearly 10 months have passed, the sbaykh cannot claim that he has not 
had enough time to bestow his blessings uc" AL-AHRAR. 


From the outset, I wish us to agree on several facts: 


Salah Abu Isma‘il's use of the phrase “we, the Muslim fundamentalists," 
and his arming himself with a tuban and a string of beads do not give him 
any special immunity or any privilege over other men. Islam has no clergy 
and no middlemen between man and God. Therefore, there isn't in Islam a 
clergyman who can claim that he speaks exclusively in the name of Islam 
and the Muslims. As for me as a citizen, I refuse to have anybody, be he 
a shaykh or somebody else, give me formal legal opinions on my religious 
or secular affairs. We are all religious ulema, each according to his 
diligence. Perhaps there are Muslims who see God in their religious 

and secular affairs more than do other Muslims who claim for themselves 
titles, which are rejected by Islam totally. Dr Muhammad Husayn Haykal, 
"Abbas Mahmud al-'Aqqad, and Ahmad Amin, for example, have served Islam 
with their writings many times more than the likes of Salah Abu-Isma'il 
can serve it. They did so without claiming for themselves the title of 
“shaykh" or arming themselves with a beard and a string of beads! 


When people listen to an eminent mat such as Shaykh Muhammad Mutawalli 
al-Sha'rawi, for example, they do not listen because of a title preceding 
his name but because he argues graciously, invites people to God's way 
with wisdom and beautiful preaching, captivates people's hearts with his 
emica>ility, and endears Islam to people's hearts with his humility, 
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self-denial, and innocence of any personal purpose, objective, or ambition 
for position. This is why people seek him, not vice versa. 


But we are not aware that Salah Abu-Isma‘il has any selfless history in 
rendering legal religious opinions or in calling for Islam. The truth of 
the matter is that he raises the banner of Islam in the wrong place and 
mixes political cards with religion in a manner rejected and shunned by 
all true ulema. 


Moreover, Salah Abu-Isma‘'il is, in this case, talking politics, not 
religion. In the name of politics, he showered the late President Jamal 
"Abd-al-Nasir with cables supporting the president's "blessed" revolution 
and reaffirming his support with photographs which he sought to take of 
himself with any officer affiliated with the revolution. In the name of 
politics, he ran as a candidate for the People's Assembly. In the name 
of politics, he joiued al-Wafd Party and then, jn the name of politics, he 
joined the Liberal Party. In the name of politics, Abu-Isma'il went to 
Sudan to express support for Ja'far Numayri when the latter promulgated 
his brutally oppressive laws in the name of Islam. When Numayri fell, 
Abu-Isma‘'il renounced his support for Numayri, the "imam," the caliph, 
and so forth. 


Moreover, Salah Abu-Isma'il claims for himself an attribute which does not 
belong to him when he implies that he speaks in the name of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. This is why he defined two points for which the Muslim 
Brotherhood faults the Liberal Party, saying that one of them is my chief 
editorship of AL-AHRAR. At the time, the Muslim Brotherhood sent me 
somebody to deny totally their connection with Salah Abu-Isma‘il and to 
disavow the statements Abu-Isma'il had made. Of course, nobody has yet 
forgotten that Abu-Isma'il characterized the Muslim 3rotherhood as a 
"misguided group" when the trend was to attack the Brotherhood. 





Finally, there is absolutely no personal acquaintance between Abu-Isma'il 
and myself. Our entire acquaintance consists of a single telephone call 
he made to me last March in my final week as chief editor of AL-AHRAR. 
After a futile telephone argument I had with him at the time, I terminated 
the call decisively and warned him not to try to contact me again. 


In that telephone call lies the secret of all of Salah Abu-Isma'il's angry 
words about me from that time until now. This is why I now want to explain 
that call within its context for the first time, keeping in mind that I 

was completely reluctant earlier to divulge its details until Salah Abu- 
Isma'il relieved me of this reluctance when he started to publicize 

select excerpts from the conversation. 


Independent Chief for Party Paper 


The whole story begins with the offer I received from Mustafa Kamil Murad, 
the Liberal Party chairman, in October 1985 to take the position of chief 
editor of the paper published by the party under the name of AL~AHRAR. 

At the beginning, I rejected the offer completely. The paper was in total 
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decline. It is 100 times easier to publish a new paper than to lift one 
from the bottom. The image the reader had of this paper at the time 

caused the paper to be lumped with the basely provocative papers which 

have dragged the Egyptian press half a century back, not to mention the 
shackles the paper's partisan quality may impose on the chief editor's work. 


The party chairman persisted and sent me one mediation after another, 
trying each time to develop a common ground for agreement. The party 
chairman pointed out that they turned to me, knowing full well that I am 
an independent and that I refuse to join any party, that they accepted 
in advance my assuming the paper chief editorship in addition to my 
position as deputy chief editor of AKHBAR AL-YAUM, that they would give me 
full power over the paper's journalistic responsibility, that they would 
not interfere in the paper's work closely or remotely, and that if I was 
displeased with the position of this paper, and of the party papers 
generally, then why wouldn't I contribute to enhancing them because the 
alternative, in case I and others like me reject, is for a poor paper to 
become worse, and so forth. 


They persisted for more than 2 months. When I finally agreed to become 
chief editor of AL-AHRAR, I was careful to explain in my word to the 
reader, published in the firt issue of 16 December 1985, the basis and 
limits of my acceptance of that responsibility, stressing that I did so 
because it was a unique experience in the history of the modern Egyptian 
press for an independent to assume the chief editorship of a party news- 
paper, because my understanding of the press is that the news report 
belongs to the reader whereas an opinion belongs to its advocate and 
because my stay in the job was tied to a set time limit and to a definite 
result to which I had committed myself. 





In accordance with my agreement with the party chairman, I allocated for 
the party two columns in which to publish its news reports and two more 
columns in which to publish its opinions, provided that it was made fully 
clear to the reader that this space was the party's responsibility and 
that the party said in it whatever it wished. In all other aspects, the 
party or its chairman would not interfere in my work on the paper. The 
work then began, and it was very hard and difficult. When I actually 
Started my task, I discovered that the paper's position was much worse 
than I had been given to believe and that my starting point would be much 
lower than I had estimated. Despite this and despite all the chronic 

and transient difficulties, the paper in its new form was able to gain the 
reader's trust quicker and on a much larger scale than any optimist had 
expected. Within the space of 12 editions only, the paper circulation 
leaped from 30,000 to 140,000 copies. This was done in record time 
unprecedented in the Egyptian press. 


For Salah Abu-Isma'il's information, when the OBSERVER's circulation rose 
by 4 percent within 6 months in 1986, this major British paper considered 
this increase a resounding victory in the press world, which it 
highiighted in-its frontpages. Without, comparing the Egyptian AL-AHRAR 
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with the British OBSERVER, considering that there is no objective basis 

for a comparison, I only seek to point out the significance of the readers' 
interest in a newspaper and their confidence in its news report and its 
objectivity. This confidence is the highest award a journalist or a 
writer can wish for. 


This leap was not the result of my effort alone. In fact, a select group 
of talented young journalists, some of them from the papers and others 
from outside, contributed to the lesp. These journalists came to work 

and to rediscover their talent out of a belief in the dream to which every 
journalist aspires, namely to give the reader a clean and objective paper, 
without revilement, slander, blackmail, or debasement, with no resources 
and with a spirit of sacrifice, which continues to exist latently in the 
hearts of all members of the Egyptian press family. 


Muslim Brotherhood Members in Tens of Thousands 


It was then that Salah Abu-Isma'il began to figure in the picture. He had 
joined the party as the party deputy chairman. At the party chairman's 
request, I published the news of his accession to the party on the front 
page of the AL-AHRAR edition published on 3 March 1986. I also published 
in the same edition an appeal Abu-Isma'il addressed to the "faithful 
masses wishing to apply God's Shari'ah to join the Liberal Party." 
Abu-Isma'il sent another article which I published for him, in his 
capacity as the party deputy chairman, in the subsequent edition within 
the space allocated for the party. 


I had no relationship with the Liberal Party, as I have already noted. 
The only connection was those times in which the party chairman decided 
to visit me at my office. To be true, I must say that in my 3 months on 
the newspaper, the party chairman did not try to interfere in the news- 
paper's affairs, except to the degree I found acceptable. But as soon as 
Salah Abu-Isma'il joined the party, the party chairman told me that at 
the first meeting he attended with the Liberal Party General Secretariat 
members, one member said to Salah Abu-Isma‘'il" I think, shaykh, t'.at there 
is nothing now to prevent Muslim Brotherhood members from joining the 
Liberal Party, as you have promised." Salah Abu-Isma'il answered: 
"Muslim Brotherhood members are prepared to join in tens of thousands. 
Their only condition now is that Mahmud ‘Awad be removed as chief editor 
of AL-AHRAR. Only then will I promise you tens of thousands of Muslim 
Brotherhood members." 


This is what Mustafa Kamil Murad told me in my office, and he said it 
more as a joke than a serious thing. But I asked him seriously: "What 
was your response to Salah Abu-Isma'il?" Mustafa Kamil Murad said: 
"Nothing, of course. If I dwelt on every word, there would be no end." 


I asked him again:" I want to know this from you directly and frankly. 
Was AL-AHRAR a direct or indirect part of the deal hetween you and Salah 
Abu-Isma'il?" Mustafa Kamil Murad answered succinctly: "No, no. Is 
this possible?" 
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I told him: In this case, let me suggest to you an answer to give Salah 
Abu-Isma'il in case he brings up this issue again. I will first assume 
that Salah Abu-Isma'il is empowered by the Muslim Brotherhood to speak 
in its name--and, to my knowledge, this is an incorrect assumption. I 
will assume, second, that Abu-Isma'il has tens of thousands of followers 
who will follow him at his signal. I will even assume, third, that all 
50 million Egyptians are at Abu-Isma'il's beck and call. If, for the 
Sake of the argument, this is the case, then the Liberal Party publishes 
a religious newspaper. Why shouldn't Abu-Isma'il give it his blessings 
so that we may find out how many readers he will add to it? There is 
another solution. You, as a political party, are entitled to publish as 
Many papers as you wish. Why don't you publish a new newspaper and put 
Salah Abu-Isma'il in charge of it from the start so that he may at least 
prove through its circulation how popular he is among Egyptians? 


I then added: Without these two solutions, I will not, as long as I am 

in charge of this newspaper, permit any partisan, be he Salah Abu-Isma'il 
or somebody else, to violate the agreement I had with you and in accordance 
with which I accepted this task. I will not let the readers be misled 
behind my back. 


The party chairman quickly denied the presence of such a tendency and 
fully supported me in continued abidance by our fundamental agreement. 
He even added that the newspaper's enormous success had become the topic 
.- of conversation of all the people he met, especially the other political 
'  parties' chairmen, and that he appreciated the sacrifice which my agree- 
ment to continue to work on AL-AHRAR, in addition to my fundamental work 
on AKHBAR AL-YAWM, meant. 


However, on Thursday, 13 March 1986, I began my work at the newspaper at 
0800, as usual. At 1530, the secretary brought me a stack of papers and 
told me they were the transcript of a message dictated to her by telephone 
by Salah Abu-Isma'il so that she may convey it to me. At the same time, 
Abu-Isma'il requested that the newspaper send him a car so that he may 
send back his article for the next edition of the newspaper. 


To begin, I was surprised by this approach. If Salah Abu-Isma'il was 
going to send an article he had written, then why didn't he send his 
message with the article? Was he doinz this so that his telephone- 
dictated message may not be in his own handwriting? 


But my surprise doubled when I began to read the message. 

Salah Abu-Isma'il devoted this message, the first and last message I 
received from him, to expressing his observations on and objections to 
AL-AHRAR, of which I was the chief editor. 


Foremost among those objections were: 


First, the newspaper published his picture on half a column of the edition 
issued on 3 March 1986, coupled with the news of his appointment as the 
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Liberal Party deputy chairman. The newspaper also published his word on 
page two of the same edition, without a picture, whereas it was the 
newspaper's duty to publish his picture in two front-page columns and 
another picture on the next page! 


Second, how could the newspaper publish in the same edition photographs of 
"Ali Salamah, Akram Zaydan, and Sayf al-Ghazali, all members of al-Wafd 
Party Parliamentary Committee? 


Third, how could the paper publish on page 10 of its latest edition (10 
March 1986) a two-column picture of Athar al-Hakim and other one-column 
pictures of Nadiyah Lutfi, Najat al-Saghirah, Shadiyah, and ‘Izzat Balba' 
when "we are in absolutely no need to join a party which we claim before 
the people is a way to apply the Islamic Shari'ah!" 


Fourth, how could the newspaper publish his article on page two without 
a picture while highlighting the news of Shaykh Shams~-al-Din al-Fasi in 
two front-page columns and why wasn't the position reversed (with Salah 
Abu-Isma'il's article published on the front page)! 


Fifth, AL-WAFD published Mumtaz Nassar's picture on its front page, so 
why isn't Abu-Isma'il treated equally by AL-AHRAR?" 


Sixth, how could AL~AHRAR fail to see that his accession to the Liberal 
Party merits a pause "at a time when I spend long hours with the local 
and international press and with international news agencies which vie to 
get an interview with me!" 


This is Salah Abu-Isma'il's message and these are his objections to AL~AHRAR, 
of which I was the chief editor. They are objections that begin and end 
with no more than the fact that the man wants his picture published on 

two front-page columns, that he views himself as the equal of Counselor 
Mumtaz Nassar, that he wants to conceal from readers news of al-Wafd 

Party deputies in his capacity as the new censor over the Egyptian 

people's awareness, and that he wants the newspaper to vie, as he claims, 
with the local and international press and the international news agencies 
for his interviews. 


It is not a matter of Islam or anything like that, nor of Nasirism, 
socialism, left, or right, as Salah Abu-Isma'il later alleged. It is a 
matter of his picture and his articles which he wanted me to present to 
the readers on the front page. Concluding his message, the said gentle- 
man notified me that he would be at the party's main office on Saturday-- 
2 days later--so that “we may meet and discuss these issues!" 


An hour later, Salah Abu-Isma'il rang me up--this was the first and will 
be the last call--without any prior, or later, acquaintance between us. 
We had the following dialogue" 


"Have you received my message?" 
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"Which message? The written article or the other article which you 
dictated to the secretary?" 


"TI mean the message I dictated to the secretary." 
"Yes, I have received it and I reject it totally." 


"But why? Am I not entitled to have my picture and article published 
on the front page?" 


"Since I assumed this newspaper's chief editorship, I have prohibited the 
publication of articles on the front page, beginning with those by me. 
This is my policy. The front page offers the reader the most important 
news and events. It is not an opinion page." 


"But I am the party deputy chairman and I am entitled to choose for my 
article and my picture the page and space I wish." 


"This is your personal opinion. You can report me to the party chairman 
because I am here in accordance with a specific agreement I had with him. 
A fundamental part of this agreement is that nobody shall interfere in 
the newspaper's editorship. This will continue to be valid as long as 

I am in this place." 


"But the people want my picture and my article on the front page or at 
least on a full inside page." 


Here I interrupted Abu-Isma'il to say: "Listen, sir, I am not a politician 
and you are. So, don't talk to me about people and journalistic work. 

I am here for a specific job and for a set period of time, exactly like 

a physician summoned to rescue a patient under intensive care. The 
physician's job is just to rescue the patient. The patient's kinsmen 

can then do whatever they like with him." 


Abu-Isma'il answered: "But if I present this issue to the party's General 
Secretariat, they will see my viewpoint and I believe that you are bound 
to accept it." 


I again interrupted him to say: "I am hound only to what my conscience 
dictates to me. As a politician, you have every right to rule the paper 
or even to rule all of Egypt. You are even entitled to believe that you 
will rule Egypt. But as a journalist and a writer, I do not wish to 
rule anybody or any place. I am a journalist who has come here for a 
specific task. As soon as I complete it, you and the others may do 
whatever you wish with the newspaper. Excuse me now. If you have any 
more talking to be done, you have to do it with the party chairman, not 
with me." 


This was the only message and the only conversation that I had with Salah 


Abu-Isma'il on the afternoon of 13 March 1986. From it, the reader can 
conclude what the crux of the disagreement was. 
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On Saturday, 15 March 1986, Mustafa Kamil Murad, the party chairman, 
visited me at my office and I recounted to him what had happened and 
familiarized him with Salah Abu-Isma'il's message. 


The man expressed his strong disapproval and I again asked him: Was 
AL-AHRAR a part of the deal between him and Salah Abu-Isma'il? He denied 
this again. 


But the day following publication of the newspaper's new edition, meaning 
18 March 1986, Mustafa Kamil Murad rang me up at home, because I was sick, 
to tell me: "Hard luck. The General Secretariat held a meeting today and 
they decided to choose a new chief editor." 


I immediately answered him: "This is the happiest news I have heard in my 
life. Thank you." 


Thus ended the conversation which lasted no more than 30 seconds. 


This is the story, put very briefly. If I wanted to recount all that the 
experience and its circumstances meant from the beginning, I would write 

a complete volume. I only want to point out here to the reader, the party 
with the primary right to know, the particulars of the disagreement 

between me and Salah Abu-Isma'il. The matter was not a matter of a 

program, of a policy, of left or right, or of Muslims, atheists, or infidels. 
The man wanted me to present the readers with the gift of his picture and 
his articles on both the front page and inside pages. 


Well, Salah Bbu-Isma'il unfolded AL-AHRAR with his blessings as of the 
edition immediately following my departure. He did so with a full page 
he wrote and with his picture published on two columns of the page, with 
other pictures on page two and with his "serious" statements topping the 
front page. 


Some people thought that all this would be easy to stomach as long as the 
said gentleman was going to bring the newspaper and the party tens of 
thousands of his followers "who are zealous for Islam" and in whose name 
he speaks, as the gentleman alleged. 


But the language of abstract figures says the following: 


In the 3 months during which I was the chief editor, the newspaper's 
circulation leaped from 30,000 to 140,000 copies, according to the 
official distribution certificate issued by al-Ahram Establishment, 
which distributes the newspaper. 





On the other hand, as soon as Salah Abu-Isma'il took over AL-AHRAR with 
his blessings, its circulation immediately dropped from 140,000 copies 
on 3 March 1986 to 69,000 copies on 23 June 1986 and to a mere 40,000 
copies on 18 August 1986. I do not wish to cause the "party members" 
further distress by publishing the current circulation figures. I also 
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don't wish to draw attention to the fact that the newspaper still maintains 
the same design I established for it. This is the true "professional 
theft" which press ethics reject. 


So Abu-Isma'il publishes his pictures and his articles as he wishes. But 
neither the seven People's Assembly members he had promised have followed 
him to the Liberal Party nor have tens of thousands come at his signal. 


All that has happened is that 100,000 readers have turned away from the 
newspaper and that we have learned for the first time that application of 
the Islamic Shari'a in Egypt inevitably begins with publishing Salah Abu- 
Isma'il's picture on two front-page columns. This is a serious piece 

Of information which the Egyptian masses had missed earlier! These are 
the great blessings Abu-Isma'il has bestowed upon AL-AHRAR. 


After all this, the main question continues to be: What sin has this 
country's enlightened reader committed? This reader wants an enlightened 
press that respects his mind and awareness, that holds sacred his right 
to learn the news without distortion, deception, or deals, and that 
presents to him diverse opinions seeking to reform Egypt and enhance 
religion, not opinions that turn religion into business, mislead people 
under its banner, and engage in false slander from behind its robes. 


This is, ultimately, the continuing objective issue. It is an issue that 
affects the future of Egypt's press as much as it affects the quality cf 
the existing political parties and the standard and credibility of their 
politicians, 


8491/9190 
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EGYPT 


LEGAL ASPECTS OF FEBRUARY REFERENDUM DISCUSSED 
Constitutional Law Experts 


Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 10 Feb 87 p 3 





[Article: "Constitutional Law Scholars Say: 'Referendum Decree Is Constitutional 
and Fair; It Came Exactly at the Right Time; The Laws Issued by the People's 
Assembly Are Legally Valid'"] 


[Text] Whether [or not] the constitutional movement had issued its ruling on 
the constitutionality of the elections law, which resulted in the dissolution of 
the People's Assembly before its 3-year term expired, President Husni Mubarak's 
decree calling for a general referendum on dissolving the present People's 
Assembly came at exactly the right time. 


That is what constitutional law scholars in Arab universities are saying. 





Constitutional law scholars are also saying that the new elections law restores 
to independents their lost constitutional rights to run for office in the 
People's Assembly. They also said that the present People's Assembly has not 
been dissolved yet. It is rather in a state of suspended animation. If returns 
from the referendum show that it should be dissolved, then it will actually be 
dissolved. At that time Advisory Council meetings will be suspended. The fact 
that these meetings are still being held is not considered a violation of the 
constitution since the People's Assembly has not been dissolved yet. 


Constitutional law scholars said, "What happened is a demonstration of the most 
democratic step that President Husni Mubarak has taken. The assembly could have 
continued to function till 1988, but the president wanted the assembly to be 
constitutionally flawless." 


Dr Yahya al-Jamal, professor of constitutional law at Cairo University, thinks 
that the decision to dissolve the People's Assembly was perfectly sound from a 
constitutional standpoint "because the election law had been challenged on 
constitutional grounds. It was very likely that the constitutional court would 
rule that many articles of this law were unconstitutional. Waiting for the 
constitutional court's ruling on that matter would have created many constitu- 
tional problems for us because the time for the next presidential election is 
approaching. 
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"From a constitutional standpoint I think that the assembly would have had to be 
dissolved the day after the constitutional court's ruling came out that the law 
was unconstitutional. It is my judgment that the court was not going to rule on 
that matter on March 7. The case may be held over for a ruling that would come 
out 1 or 2 months after that date. That is what makes me say that the time 
factor was decisive. Given that fact, the assembly had to be dissolved promptly. 
It was a brilliant political move: all political parties were placed ina 
position of not trying to outdo each other. This move is also considered a test 
of the political parties’ abilitiy and of how well-organized and well-prepared 
they are to present themselves to the public." 


Dr al-Jamal had this to say about the most prominent features of the new 
election law: "The old law barred independents from running for office. In my 
judgment that was unconstitutional because the constitution stipulates that all 
citizens have the right to run for office. The old law, however, restricted that 
right to members of political parties. The new election law makes a half-way 
attempt to get rid of that flaw. Although it allows independents to run for 
elective office so that voters can vote for them as individual candidates, it 
does not distinguish between one electoral district, where voters cast their 
ballots for a list of candidates, and another where they vote for individual 
candidates. The new law treats both electoral districts the same way. 


The nature of voting for a list is such that a very large electoral district is 
required because voting this way will bring a very large number of represen- 
tatives. But the nature of voting for individuals requires an electoral district 
of limited size in which an individual candidate could communicate with the 
voters. He could try to gain their confidence; he could present himself to them; 
and he could find out what their tendencies were so that he could represent them 
on those bases. In practice, none of this can be realized in large electoral 
districts which sometimes comprise an entire governorate. Nevertheless, the 
recent change in the law is considered a step forward." 


The Assembly's Decrees Are Legally Valid 


About the possibility of increasing the number of electoral districts at the 
present time, [Dr al-Jamal said this]: "This requires that the election law be 
amended so as to increase the number of electoral districts and make that number 
consistent with the logic of voting for individual candidates. This is done by 
whoever has the authority to enact laws in the absence of the assembly, and that 
would be the president. He can issue a presidential decree [to that effect]. 
With regard to the decrees that were issued by the dissolved assembly, that 
assembly was legally valid from the day it was convened until the day the ruling 
was issued. This is because constitutional rulings are not retroactive. They are 
implemented the day after the day they are issued." 


A Cabinet That Would Be Neutral on the Election 


Justice Mumtaz Nassar thinks that the president's decree dissolving the People's 
Assembly was a good step that will have to be followed by others. An election 
law will have to be enacted, and the law regulating how people exercise their 
political rights will have to be amended so that the integrity of the elections 
and the freedom with which people can express their opinions can be guaranteed. 
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In addition, there has to be a cabinet that would be neutral when new elections 
are held so that what people really think can be known. 


"I think that recent amendments to the election law are not enough to guarantee 
neutrality. The election must be conducted under a neutral, non-partisan cabinet 
and supervised by judicial organizations. Regarding what I think about a new 
People's Assembly, I think that a new assembly that will be convened on the 
basis of a sound and flawless election law will make it a stable assembly. If 
the new assembly is convened on the basis of elections which are similar to the 
previous elections, the image of that assembly will not be that which we hope it 
would have as an assembly that truly speaks for the people." 


Correcting the Shortcomings of the Old Law 


Dr Sulayman al-Tamawi, professor of constitutional law at ‘Ayn Shams University 
had this to say about the new election law: "This law was issued to deal with 
the shortcomings of the old law. These shortcomings were manifested in two 
matters. First, independents were barred from running for elective office; 
candidates were restricted to those whose names appeared on a party's lists. 
Thus, independents were denied [the opportunity] to run for elective office. The 
new law, however, allows independents to run for elective office independently, 
and a seat has been designated in each electoral district for independents. 


"The second shortcoming in the old law was manifested in the fact that certain 
seats were designated for women, and men were not allowed to run for those 
seats. That violated the precept that citizens are equal. Just as men should not 
be given preference over women, women should not be given absolute preference 
over men. 


"The constitution prohibits discrimination among citizens on the basis of sex. 
What I mean here is discrimination based on gender. Accordingly, the fact that 
there are seats which are designated for women is unconstitutional. The new law 
that was issued corrected the situation in both cases." 


Dr Sulayman al-Tamawi had this to say about the referendum on dissolving the 
People's Assembly: "The referendum is regarded as one of the guarantees which 
the 1971 constitution introduced. Ever since independence in 1923, it was 
noticed that all parliamentary assemblies but two had been dissolved. That is 
why that problem was brought up when the constitution was being drafted, and an 
attempt was made to ensure that dissolution of assemblies would not be overdone. 
It was then proposed that the People's Assembly would not be dissolved until 
after a popular referendum is held on the matter, and that was something that 
had never been mentioned in any constitution prior to the 1971 constitution." 


Dr Wahid Ra'fat, vice president of the Wafd Party says, "The constitution 
stipulates that the president may dissolve the People's Assembly provided two 
conditions are met: 


"First, the people must approve. That is a restriction that did not exist in 
previous constitutions. 


"Second, if the people approve the dissolution of the assembly, elections are to 
be held within 60 days of the referendun. 
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"The People's Assembly has not yet been dissolved. If we assume, for the sake of 
argument, that the people will not approve its dissolution, the assembly will 
resume its business which is now suspended. If the result of the referendum 
shows that the assembly is to be dissolved, the meetings of the Advisory Council 
will be suspended. Accordingly, the fact that meetings of the Advisory Council 
are being held is not considered a violation of the constitution because the 
People's Assembly still stands. 


"Actually, this is more democracy than we expected, and President Mubarak made 
that possible. The assembly could have gone on till 1988, but the president 
wanted to improve the image of this assembly, particularly after constitutional 
flaws became evident." 


Dr Wahid Ra'fat has an opinion about the law. He says that with the introduction 
of individuals into the process a seat has been designated for those individuals 
in each one of the 48 electoral districts. This is considered discrimination 
between independents and members of political parties. Although 50 percent of 
the people are not affiliated with political parties, they will be represented 
by only 48 seats. Some people may also find this situation unconstitutional. 


Dr Wahid Ra'fat says, "I would have preferred the referendum to be a referendum 
on the kind of law on whose basis people will vote, as well as a referendum on 
the dissolution of the assembly. Will people vote for individuals, as was the 

case in the past, or will they vote for an absolute or proportaional list? 


"The president had an opportunity to take the case to the people and ask them 
about the legality of laws that were issued by the People's Assembly. In theory, 
everything that is based on something which is groundless is totally irrelevant. 


"First of all, the court has not ruled that the assembly is not legally valid, 
and the Constitutional Court will not rule that the assembly is unconstitu- 
tional. Instead, the court will say that a few provisions of the election law 
are unconstitutional. 


"When the president announced that a referendum on dissolving the People's 
Assembly would be held, he said that this was being done for political consis- 
tency. He did not say that the assembly was not legally valid. Let's assume for 
the sake of argument that the appointment of a marriage clerk to that position 
turned out to be false and legally invalid, would all the marriage contracts he 
performed be invalid? 


"It follows then that none of the laws enacted by the People's Assembly will be 
declared legally invalid because the assembly is dissolved, particularly since 
the assembly's illegal status is not the reason why it is being dissolved. The 
only reason why the assembly is being dissolved is to make it consistent with 

the constitution." 


Assembly's Dissolution Corrects the Course 
'Ismat al-Hawari, the authorized representative of the Bar Assoc. ‘ion thinks 
that the president's decision to dissolve the People's Assembly corrected the 


course of democracy. He is appealing to the president to take more measures to 
correct the course of democracy and remove obstacles which stand in the way of 
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further progress. He is asking the president to repeal the Emergency Law and all 
emergency laws which compromised the supremacy of the law. And that is something 
which is totally inconsistent with the democracy we are seeking. "We support the 
dissolution of the People's Assembly because this assembly was the product of an 
unconstitutional law. 


"I think the new election law did not provide a radical remedy for the question 
of elections in Egypt. That is why I think we should go back to voting for 
individuals and abolish voting for lists. All Egyptians, party members as well 
as non-party members, can then have an opportunity to run in an election, and 
that is consistent with the provisions of the constitution. With regard to the 
new People's Assembly, I hope that it will be elected in a climate of freedom 
and that a neutral government, whose members do not belong to any one of the 
parties, will be overseeing those elections." 


Dr Muhammad ‘Asfur, an attorney, thinks the new election law was issued for 
political rather than legal reasons. The amendment to the law which permitted 
independents to have 1 seat in each of the 48 electoral districts gives 
independents 10 percent of the 480 seats in the assembly. Independents should 
have been given a greater percentage of the seats, especially since the new law 
also allows party members to compete with independents for those 48 seats. 


The matter of holding an election under an emergency law must also be looked 
into. This is something that does not happen in a democratic country. Existing 
emergency laws, such as the Internal Front Protection Law, the Political 
Isolation Law, and the Law of Shame, should also be abolished. The position of 
socialist prosecutor should be abolished, and some of the penal laws which have 
to do with opinions that are seen as crimes must be amended. Repealing the 
Political Isolation Law would allow those who have been politically isolated an 
opportunity to participate in politics. Repealing the law on political parties 
would give all tendencies an opportunity to participate without restricting 
participation in the political process to political parties which are recognized 
by the government. 


Counselor Muhib Hasan Habib, an attorney in the Court of Cassation and autho- 
rized representative of the Liberal Party says, "This decision was made at the 
right time." 


The Liberal Party's authorized representative is calling for repeal of the eight 
percent minimum as a condition for political parties to be represented in the 
assembly if the lists are to be adhered to. He is asking that the number of 
people on individual lists for whom voters can cast their ballots be increased 
and that independents have an equal share with the lists so that half the 
assembly will be representatives whose names appeared on the lists of political 
parties and the other half would be representatives whose names appearec on 
individual lists. This system is in use in the Federal Republic of Germany. 


Counselor Dr Mamduh Tawfiq: "The decree dissolving the People's Assembly was not 
the first of its kind. A decree dissolving the People's Assembly was issued in 

1979 before that assembly's term expired. That was after the peace treaty, and 

the decision to dissolve the assembly was voted on in a popular referendun. 
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"The decree provides a bigger and a better opportunity for citizens' par- 
ticipation in the elections. The new law combines voting for proportional lists 
with voting for individuals. The old law depended only on the lists of political 
parties. It has been found that from now on application of the new law would be 
appropriate to broaden democracy in practice and stimulate citizens' resolve for 
renovation. 


"I had very much hoped that this opportunity would have been made available to 
independents only so that political parties entering the competition would 
embark on the campaign with their various programs and lists bearing the names 
of their condidates. They could then leave the competition among individuals to 
independents who are not affiliated with political parties. Thus, the standard 
for preferring one candidate to another would be a measure of the choice that is 
made in a competition over the candidates' ambitions and hopes. The present 
situation after the amendment, however, does not deny citizens the right to run 
for elective office whether or not they belong to a political party. It will 
essentially cause political parties to choose their candidates who will run as 
individuals in all electoral districts. Political parties will forcefully 
support those individual candidates who will be running along with the parties' 
chosen candidates whose names will appear on the lists. And that will constitute 
a burden on those who are truly independent. 


Islamic Law Scholars 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 10 Feb 87 p 3 
[Article: "Muslim Scholars: ‘Another Step toward the Realization of Democracy'"] 


[Text] What do religious scholars have to say about the referendum that will be 
held next Thursday on dissolving the People's Assembly? 


Shaykh al-Azhar, al-Shaykh Jad al-Haqq 'Ali Jad al-Haqq says, "The referendum is 
an attempt to find out what the people think about something. It is different 
from an election in which people choose their representatives. The referendum 
itself is a commendable action on the part of President Mubarak. We hope that 
its outcome will be another step toward the realization of genuine democracy. 
God Almighty says, ‘Take counsel with them in the conduct of affairs'" 
[Al-'Imran: 159]. "In another verse God also talks about 'those who conduct 
their affairs by mutual consent'" [al-Shura: 38]. 


His Eminence the Shaykh of al-Azhar thinks the canonical law of Islam did not 
designate a specific method for conducting a referendum. That method could 
change according to the age, time and location. As long as people accept the 
present method, Islam has no objection to it. It is one of the methods that can 
be used to find out whether people think the assembly should be dissolved and 
the new laws adopted, or it should be kept on the basis of the old laws. 
Al-Shaykh Jad al-Haqq is asking leaders to ask the people always what their 
opinions are on all matters so that no undesirable rift would develop. 


Dr Muhammad al-Tayyib al-Najjar, past president of al-Azhar University, thinks 


that the referendum is commendable and legitimate because it tries to find out 
and explore what people want and what they think. It is regarded, therefore, as 
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a healthy phenomenon and a democratic tendency because the head of state asks 
his people about one of the gravest problems: the process of selecting the 
people's representatives. The significance of that is splendid because it 
demonstrates the advisory process that Islam instructed us to follow. Islam has 
no specific method that is to be followed in selecting a ruler, for example. The 
Honorable Abu Bakr was elected by all members of the nation, but the Honorable 
‘Umar was chosen by the nation's elders. After ‘Umar six of the nation's elite 
were nominated to select the ruler. Thus, it was the interests of the community 
and concomitant circumstances that determined the method. The present referendum 
is something that would please God because the assembly had been convened on a 
basis that was unlawful and unsound. Political leaders wanted to go back to what 
was right, and that is why a decree to hold a referendum was issued. An election 
can be legally valid only if people vote for individuals, not for lists, a 
method in which everything becomes confused and thus unlawful." 


Dr 'Abd-al-Ghaffar ‘Aziz, dean of the College of Indoctrination at al-Azhar 
University affirms that as long as the nation consents to a referendum and 
establishes appropriate rules and conditions for it, it is an Islamic system. 
Asking the people what they think about anything comes under the idea of taking 
counsel. Details of that idea were not specified by Islam, nor were instructions 
provided on how counsel may be put to use or taken. The nation must be asked on 
important matters such as the dissolution of the People's Assembly, the selec- 
tion of a president, the drafting of a new constitution, or other such matters. 
From an Islamic standpoint the nation must have something to say about such 
matters which may be presented to the people in a referendum. But these matters 
are to be explained unequivocally and unambiguously to the people, and those who 
make such presentations are to be held accountable before God for any violations 
of Islamic precepts. In fact, they are to be held accountable for the people's 
acceptance or rejection of that matter. The referendum over the dissolution of 
the People's Assembly is undoubtedly," adds Dr ‘Abd-al-Ghaffar ‘Aziz, "one of 
the important subjects which officials must put to a popular referendun, 
especially since the decision to dissolve parliament was a wise and successful 
decision. The assembly did not have what was necessary to enable it to carry out 
its constitutional duties. In addition, that assembly relies on a law which is 
unconstitutional. Therefore, political parties are now being asked to rise to 
the level of responsibility and to place on their lists those people who can 
actually carry out that duty so that those who can in fact enact laws for our 
country would serve in the assembly." 


8592 
CSO: 4504/131 


31 











EGYPT 


PRIME MINISTER VIEWS MUBARAK MEETING ON ECONOMY 
NC151342 Cairo MENA in English 1233 GMT 15 Feb 87 


[Text] Cairo, Feb 15 (MENA)--Prime Minister Dr ‘Atif Sidqi said the two-hour 
meeting President Mubarak held this morning with him and a number of ministers 
and senior officials was devoted to the discussion and follow-up of the 
economic situation. 


Another meeting is scheduled with the president in the course of the next two 
weeks to deal with the same topic, the premier added. 


The current economic situation is reassuring to a great extent, he said, 
describing the Egyptian market as "quiet" and enjoying the availability of 
many commodities. 


Commenting on the fearful reports which have recently been rife nationwide 
about the presence of radiation-polluted milk in Egypt, Dr Sidqi made a 
categorical denial reducing all those reports to being “absolutely baseless." 


He referred to the circumstances which accompanied those reports and ac- 
counted for the confusion and concern. It all came after news agencies quoted 
West German minister of environment as stating that there were negotiations 
with a German firm for exporting "dried whey" to Egypt, but this was mis- 
understood to be "powered milk", the prime minister explained. 


"The Egyptian ambassador in Bonn has called our attention to the news cir- 
culated there about the negotiations held by a group of Egyptian importers 
to buy that shipment," the prime minister said. "Yet, after pursuing the 
situation, we became quite sure that no rpt no shipment of powered milk 
that was exposed to contamination from nuclear radiation has ever reached 
any of the Egyptian ports," he added. 


Rebutting every word written about this issue whether by local opposition or 
abroad and relegating all this fuss to be mere rumours, the premier asserted 
that ever since May, 1986, all food commodities coming into Egypt's ports 
have been subjected to very stringent control through such bodies as the 
Agricultural Quarantine and the Health Departments, in addition to the tests 
which ensure their freedom from any radiated substances. 


32 





He referred in the meantime to a tolerable percentage of radiation present 
all over the world, but not rpt not harmful. 


He also denied that an Egyptian importer had been arrested in connection 
with that transaction as previously published. 


In his statement, Dr Sidqi touched on the negotiations with the International 
Monetary Fund and said they were running normally, affirming that the govern- 
ment would never embark on any step which is incompatible with the people's 
interests. 


Concluding, the premier welcomed the Sudanese premier's imminent visit, 
emphasizing the long-established relations linking Egypt and Sudan. 
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EGYPT 


GOVERNMENT HANDLING OF ALEXANDRIA SEWAGE PROJECT CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 21 Oct 86 p 3 


[Article by ‘Isam al-Din Rif'at and Samir Sharbash: "Who Will Repay the 
People For the Cost of the Sewer War?"] 


[Text] An entire tourist season and 160 million pounds have been lost. Early 
in 1986 Kamal Hasan ‘Ali decided that sewer discharge should be into the sea. 
At the end of 1986 Dr ‘Ali Lutfi decided it would be better to discharge on 
land. 


The Alexandria Sewer War between the proponents of sea disposal and the pro- 
ponents of land disposal is over. Its victim, the former prime minister, is 
gone. The people have lost 160 million pounds, which American experts ac- 
quired by fraud. An entire tourist season has been lost. [It has ruined some 
illustrious names in American consulting firms, causing them financial losses 
and bad publicity. Certain experts have lost their reputation under the in- 
fluence of the U.S. dollar. Throughout 1986 the people had to endure a paid 
publicity campaign to confuse them. The policy committee finally decided that 
it was better to dispose of the sewage on land. But the people are discover- 
ing that they have been cheated by distinguished national newspapers. 


AL-SHA'B is proud to have been the first to call for disposal on land. But we 
ask: who will pay the millions of pounds which have been lost in Alexandria's 
sea? 


Who will call to account those who deceived the public in the name of science 
throughout 1986? 


How can we put an end to the influence of foreign investments on political, 
executive and scientific decisions? How can we protect our political institu- 
tions from their tentacles? 


How can we keep public opinion out of the reach of ther satanic propaganda? 
How can we protect ourselves from their open and concealed theft of the press 
and its liberationist policies; their concealment of truth from the people and 
from those responsible for making political decisions in Egypt; and their 
meddling in matters of vital concern to the public? 
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AL-SHA'B is proud to have been the first to tackle the subject of the 
Alexandria sewer system. AL-SHA'B's campaign has been marked by objectivity 
and it has concentrated on the scientific and economic aspects of the affair. 


National newspapers and magazines, however, have been enthusiastically sup- 
porting the destructive project proposed by American consulting firms, which 
has been backed by the U.S. aid. 


Continuing Between Significance and Importance 


For the first time the government is responding to a public demand, despite 
the information blackout it had placed around the Alexandria sewage disposal 
project, and despite the strange role played by Kamal Hasan ‘Ali in this pub- 
lic matter, and after AL-SHA'B published on 20 November 1984 an article on 
page four entitled "The Latest Project of the Alexandria Governorate: Dis- 
charg- Sewage Into the Sea and Take Your Summer Vacations In the Desert." 


Discharge Into the Sea Is Cheaper 


Kamal Hasan ‘Ali's men quickly offered an article by Dr Hasan Mutawalli, 
professor of sewage engineering at the Public Health Institute of Alexandria, 
entitled "Disposal of Sewage In the Sea Is the Cheapest Alternative and Will 
Cause No Damage." The date chosen for publishing it was 27 November, which 
was 2 days before Kamal Hasan ‘Ali was scheduled to meet with a delegation 
from the University of Alexandria and the committee formed to study the ques- 
tion of sewage disposal in Alexandria, They were informed that this meeting 
would be attended by a large number of ministers, among them ‘Atif 'Ubayd, 
Yusuf Wali, Muhsin Sidqi, the minister of housing, Hasaballah al-Kafrawi, 
Kamal Hasan ‘Ali, and the governor of Alexandria. 





The University of Alexandria was represented at the meeting by Dr Muhammad 
"Abd-al-Rahim, vice president of the university, Dr Sadiq al-'Adawi, Dr Hatim 
al-'Attari, Dr Sabri ‘Abd-al-Ghaffar and Dr ‘Adil Hammudah. The preceding 
were members of a committee formed by the university. This committee reached 
the conclusion that the sewage should be discharged in the desert. The mem- 
bers of the University of Alexandria faculty were surprised by the presence 
of a delegation of consultants, among them Dr Hasan Mutawalli, the author of 
the aforementioned article that had appeared 2 days before the meeting in 
which he advised discharge into the sea, Dr Samiyah Jalal and Dr Fahmi al- 
Sharqawi, who represented the Al-Baydani Agency, and Dr Muhammad ‘Ali Faraj. 
There was heated debate between the University of Alexandria professors and 
the representatives of the consulting companies, with the government ministers, 
headed by Kamal Hasan ‘Ali, siding with the latter, over two reports published 
by AL-SHA'B which were written by professors in the schools of agriculture and 
engineering at the University of Alexandria. These authors had dealt with the 
scientific, technical, engineering, agricultural and environmental aspects of 
the drawbacks of discharging sewage in the sea, The second report dealt with 
the twisted methods used by the Alexandria Sewage Agency to obfuscate and to 
proceed indirectly to the alternative of discharging sewage into the sea, 
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At the meeting Kamal Hasan ‘Ali tried to issue a decision to discharge of sew- 
age into the sea from the cabinet in Bulkeley in its restricted meeting on the 
basis that issuing this decision in the presence of University of Alexandria 
professors would be justification enough for them. But the professors from 
the school of agriculture and the school of engineering announced that they did 
not agree with the decision. 


Kamal Hasan ‘Ali clearly had an excuse at that meeting since the data that had 
been submitted to him by the former minister of housing, Maj Gen Muhsin Sidqi, 
came from studies done by consulting firms and organizations which had prev- 
iously worked with them in anticipation of the banquet of discharge into the 
sea, which did not happen. 


That Engineer Muhsin Sidqi, the former minister of housing, had a primary role 
in this matter became clear in the propaganda campaigns conducted by the min- 
ister of housing and the foreign consulting companies after the meeting in 
Bulkeley. 


The strange thing is that Kamal Hasan ‘Ali had been such a strong proponent of 
discharging into the sea that after the position of the University of Alexan- 
dria--which rejected discharging into the sea--became known, he threatened to 
cut off 470 million pounds which had been allocated for the Alexandria sewer 
system on condition that it discharge into the sea. If the university profes- 
sors did not agree to discharging sewage into the sea, the money would be set 
aside for the Cairo sewer system. After that, Fawzi Mu'adh became completely 
silent and appointed the foreign consulting companies for a third time. 


Engineer Hasballah al-Kafrawi formed a committee of 24 members, of whom 23 
were employees of foreign consulting firms advocating discharge into the sea, 
and a single member, Dr Sadiq al—'Adawi, a professor of sewage engineering and 
chairman of the department of engineering at the University of Alexandria, who 
advocated discharge of sewage in the desert. During this time Hasballah al- 
Kafrawi attended the meetings along with Yusuf Wali, the minister of agricul- 
ture and the minister of irrigation. The two of them tried to convince the 
local people's assembly and the University of Alexandria professors that it 
was essential to dump in the desert. At that time Dr Yusuf Wali kept silent. 


It is strange that three different government ministries formed scientific 
committees at the highest level in which it was made sure that the majority 
supported discharging sewage into the sea, Despite that, the decision was 
made to discharge into the desert. Even last time, after the Egyptian 
Engineers’ Association decided that it was necessary to discharge in the 
desert, after discussions which lasted more than three months and after in- 
tensive meetings and formidable pressure from the head of the engineers’ 
association, whose role and links with certain owners of foreign consulting 
companies are well~known, a report was published supporting discharge into 
the desert, and offering the political leaders three projects as alternatives 
to discharging into the sea, which cost less than 15 percent of what dis- 
charging into the sea would cost. 
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Nevertheless, hidden hands in the consulting companies were able to convince 
officials of the need to form another neutral committee from the Scientific 
Research Academy and Ain Shams University, untainted by any University of 
Alexandria scholars, Despite that, a decisive report was again issued, and 
was used as the basis on which the policy committee recommended discharging 


in the desert and using purified sewage water in the cultivation of 54,000 
feddans, 


In order to convince the people of Alexandria that it was increasing its 
efforts on their behalf the government initiated ccoperation with the head of 
the engineers’ association and the consulting companies. The joke was short, 
fast drainpipes on Alexandria's shores in the midst of an unprecedented in- 
formation campaign in which the sewers became a focus of competition in ad- 
vertisements in which beautification women were introduced. The prime minis- 
ter then produced drainpipes into the sea on Alexandria's shores. AL-SHA'B 


offers the following sample of what has been written by national newspapers 
on this comedy. 


On 8 February 1985, on page 8, AL-AHRAM reported that Prime Minister Kamal 
Hasan ‘Ali had assigned ‘Abd al-Hadi Qandil, the minister of oil and mineral 
resources, to extend by 750 meters the city of Alexandria's quick sewage dis- 
charge system into the sea, on the condition that the project would be com- 
pleted by the end of the year. 


The same issue reported that Kamal Hafiz, the head of the Petrojet Corporation 
(a petroleum projects company), had stated that the cost of implementing the 
project was estimated at about 1.2 million pounds for the installation of 120 
cm pipes. 


On the front page of the 11 February 1985 edition AL-AHRAM reported that Kamal 
Hasan ‘Ali had allocated 1 million pounds to study the land based discharge 
project. That was reported by Tawfiq 'Abduhu Isma'il, the minister of peoples 
assembly affairs. 


It is curious that the University of Alexandria, which was said to have re- 
ceived this sum to carry out its studies of the land-based sewer discharge 
project, has still not received the money. 


In its edition of 11 February 1985 AL-AHRAM published a letter from Dr Muhammad 
"Ali Faraj, Dr Hasan Muttawalli and Dr Fahmi al-Sharqawi, Deputy al-Baydani, 
and Dr Samiyah Jalal with the title "Discharging Sewage Into the Sea Is Cheaper 
and Better." In their letter they claimed that although the al-Maks drainage 
pipe alone would receive 6 million cubic meters of sewage discharge a day, 
Alexandria's shoreline would not become polluted. 


A response to their very "scientific" letter from Muhammad al-Sa'dani, a mem- 
ber of the People's Assembly, and a former member of the local assembly in 
Alexandria appeared in the 27 February 1985 edition of AL-AHRAM. He said, 
"Until 1981 you supported discharging sewage into the desert. Why have you 
changed your scientific opinion and switched to supporting discharge into the 
sea?" 
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ROSE AL-YUSUF published articles by Hasan Muttawalli. He had a 4-page article 
entitled "So That Alexandria Does Not Have To Swim In a Sea Of Sewage" in the 
issue of 11 February 1985, the same day on which his letter was printed in 
AL-AHRAM, 


AKHIR SA'AH also joined in, Tariq Fawdah wrote a 2-page article on various 
opinions about sewer discharge in Alexandria entitled "Why Did the Experts 
Choose To Have the Sewer System Discharge Into the Sea?" He concluded his 
article with the statement "the picture is now perfectly clear." What he meant 
by that is that it was necessary to discharge into the sea. The star of his 
article also was Dr Hasan Muttawalli. 


Flawed Studies 


Most national newspapers ignored the recommendations presented by the People's 
Assembly fact-finding committee which was headed by Engineer Muhammad Mahmud 
"Ali Hasan, deputy of the housing committee, and which included as members 
Walim Najib Sayfayn, Mustafa al-Jindi, Dr Sami' Mubarak and Engineer Muhammad 
Tayi’ because the committee discovered that the studies were flawed in that 
they lacked detailed plans on which to base cost estimates, despite the fact 
that the consulting companies had publicly stated that it would cost 1.16 bil- 
lion pounds to discharge into the sea and 2.14 billion pounds to discharge in- 
to the desert, and that it would be less expensive to maintain discharge pipes 
under water at a depth of 50 meters than to maintain subterranean pipes. 


The committee discovered that one consulting company received $5.6 million 
despite the fact that the Americans rejected the project, and that another 
American consulting company received fees amounting to 75 percent of the total 
U.S. foreign currency loan, in addition to fees paid in Egyptian pounds. 


The committee called for a halt to design work on the sea pipe system and 
called for a speedy decision on desert areas in which the sewer system will be 
installed. 


This information was published in AL-AHRAM on 6 May 1985 on page 6. 
There Is Less Pollution In Alexandria Than In the United States 


On Sunday, 16 June 1985, AL-AHRAM reported that Kamal Hasan ‘Ali had opened 
the sea pipeline for sewage discharge and that Alexandria's shores were pol- 
lution-free. 


It was reported that the Higher Academy of Public Health (Hasan Mutawalli's 
institution) had confirmed that the water along the coast of Alexandria was 
less polluted. Analysis of samples indicated that there were between 400 and 
800 units of microbes per 100 cubic centimeters of water. That is a lower 
pollution level than that allowed in the United States, which is 2,400 units, 
and Yugoslavia, which is 1,400 units. Even in Israel the level of pollution 
is higher than in Alexandria's waters, Their level is 1,000 units of microbes 
per 100 [cubic] centimeters. 


Two months later worms and insects appear on the shore, returning in al-Muntazah. 
The world stands up, and will not sit down until Kamal Hasan 'Ali and Kamal 
Hafiz leave the Petrojet Corporation, and Muhsin Sidqi resigns as minister of 


housing. 


9123/12859 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


SOVIET DELEGATION--Cairo, 18 Feb (MENA)--Dr ‘Abd-al-Ahad Jamal-al-Din, chair- 
man of the Higher Council for Youth and Sports, today received Oleg Peresypkin, 
rector of the Diplomatic Academy of the Soviet Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

and (Sergiy Grin Koni), chairman of the Soviet United Nations Society, who 

are currently visiting Cairo. The role of UN regional societies in strengthen- 
ing and developing relations between the two countries within the framework 

of the UN Charter was discussed during the meeting. Dr ‘Abd-al-Ahad Jamal-al- 
Din emphasized that the Egyptian United Nations Society is playing an import- 
ant role in deepening the principles and concepts of world peace among young 
people. It is also working to further cooperation and coordination among 

the youth of the world through UN organizations, to eliminate the causes of 
international tension and to secure a better future for them. Ambassador 
"‘Umran al-Shafi'i and Muhammad Rajab, political affairs advisers tothe chair- 
man of the Higher Council for Youth and Sports, attended the meeting. [Text] 
[Cairo MENA in Arabic 1238 GMT 18 Feb 87 NC] /6662 


VISITING SUDANESE PM --Cairo, 21 Feb (MENA)--Today Sudanese Prime Minister 
Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi visited Muhammad Hamid Abu-al-Nasr, general guide of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, at his office on the AL-DA'WAH magazine premises. fFol- 
lowing the meeting that lasted approximately 30 minutes, Abu-al-Nasr under- 
lined the depth of ties between the Egyptian and Sudanese peoples and said 
that the strongest of these ties is that of the Islamic creed. He added that 
Islam harbors no hatred against anyone from other religions and that it recom- 
mends justice and fairness toward all non-Muslims. [Text] [Cairo MENA in 
Arabic 1755 GMT 21 Feb 87 NC] /6662 


AID TO LEBANESE PALESTINIAN CAMPS---Cairo, 24 Feb (MENA)--Dr Amal 'Uthman, 
minister of social insurance and social affairs, has announced that the 
Egyptian Red Crescent Society has sent aid worth 30 thousand [Egyptian] 
pounds to the Palestinian refugees in the Shatila and Burj al-Barajinah 
camps. The aid, which has been delivered. to the Palestinian Red Crescent 
Scoiety, includes medial and food supplies, baby food, and blankets. [Text] 
[Cairo MENA in Arabic 1315 GMT 24 Feb 87 NC] /6662 
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RESIDENCY LAW, AGREEMENTS RATIFIED--The higher committee for policies and 
economic and financial affairs held a meeting under the chairmanship of 

Prime Minister Dr ‘Atif Sidqi today. Information Minister Safwat al-Sharif 
announced that the committee approved a number of agreements on the financing 
of several economic and social development projects. These agreements in- 
clude the Egyptian-U.S. agreement to finance the second phase of the Cairo 
sewage project worth $61 million; the Egyptian-Canadian agreement on the Nile 
River course protection project worth 10 million Canadian dollars; the 
Egyptian-Italian agreement to finance the fourth unit of Shubra al-Khaymah's 
electric power plant; and the Egyptian-FRG agreement on training Egyptian 
railroad workers. The information minister said that the higher committee 
also ratified a bill granting Egyptian residency rights to those who invest 
or deposit certain amounts of foreign currency under the regulations of Law 89 
from the year 1960. The bill stipulates the following: granting residency 
for 10 years for investing $1 million or its equivalent in foreign currency, 
including deposits; and granting residency for 5 years for investing $500,000 
or its equivalent in foreign currency. [Text] [Cairo Domestic Service in 
Arabic 1830 GMT 24 Feb 87 NC] /6662 


WORLD BANK ELECTRICITY LOAN--Cairo, 15 Feb (MENA)--Engineer Mahir Abazah, 
minister of electricity and energy, has said that the World Bank has agreed 

in principle to extend a $400-million loan to finance several projects deal- 
ing with electricity generation, transmission, and distribution. The loan is 
for the coming fiscal year, the first of the next 5-year plan. Abazah made 
these remarks following a meeting today with a World Bank delegation led by 

the bank's executive manager, Dr Fawzi al-Sultan. The loan, Abazah said, 

will be used to renovate existing power plants and increase their capacity. 

It will also be used to finance the Fariskur power plant, which will have 

a production capacity of 0.6 million watts and will begin production in late 
1989, utilizing Egyptian natural gas. Eng Abazah added that the two sides to 
the talks reviewed projects financed by the bank in energy-related areas, 
particularly the Shubra al-Khaymah power plant, the project for supplying rural 
areas with electricity, the renovation of electricity networks in cities, and 
training centers. The minister concluded by noting that the ministry had 

fully utilized all the loans supplied by the bank and other international organ- 
izations, as planned and according to schedule. [Text] [Cairo MENA in Arabic 
1435 GMT 15 Feb 87 NC] /6662 


RADIOACTIVE FOOD REJECTED--Cairo, 25 Feb (MENA)--Prime Minister Dr ‘Atif 
Sidqi said today that all foodstuffs coming from abroad are being regularly 
examined to ensure that they are free of radioactivity and that everything 
brought into the country is safe. However, two shipments--one consisting of 
3.3 tons of linden herb tea and another comprising 20 tons of hazelnuts--were 
examined yesterday and were found to contain a percentage of radioactivity 

in excess of the internationally allowed average. The prime minister has 
instructed the port authorities not to unload the two shipments and to ask 
the ships carrying them to take them back to their point of origin. [Text] 
[Caiso MENA in Arabic 2130 GMT 25 Feb 87 NC] /6662 


csO: 4500/69 
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TUNISIA 





DISSIDENT LEADER CONDEMNS SHUTDOWN OF SOCIALIST DEMOCRAT PAPER 
Tunis AL-RA'Y in Arabic 6 Feb 87 pp 4, 5 


[Article: "Mr Ahmed Mestiri Holds a Press Conference: Suspending AL-—MUSTAQ- 
BAL Is an Infringement on Freedom of Expression" ] 


[Text] Following the suspension of our fellow journal AL-MUSTAQBAL, the 
Movement of Social Democrats' organ, for a period of 6 months, Mr Ahmed 
Mestiri, the movement's secretary general, held a press conference on Tues- 
day 3 February in order to explain the political dimensions of this suspen- 
sion to representatives of the domestic and foreign press and international 
news agencies in the course of it. During his answers to journalists' ques- 
tions he also addressed himself to a number of issues which are preoccupying 
the Movement of Social Democrats at present, such as the position on going 
into the economic and social council and consultation and coordination with 
the other opposition movements. 


Herewith are the highlights of this press conference: 


At the start of the press conference, Mr Ahmed Mestiri gave a talk in which, 
following a reference to the decree suspending AL-MUSTAQBAL, it was stated, 
in particular: 


"We have invited you to attend today in order to draw your attention to the 
danger and political significance of this measure. This is the fourth time 
in which our newspaper has been subjected to a suspension decree with judi- 
ciary followup since it was brought out at the end of 1980. It was previous- 
ly suspended in March 1984 for a period of 3 months, in December 1984 for a 
period of 6 months and in May 1986 for a period of 6 months. The issues 
which were retained at the press, with or without suspension, have so far 
come to nine. 


A Media Blockade 
"With the suspension of AL-MUSTAQBAL, there no longer is a single paper 
speaking for the opposition parties. Tunisia is on the verge of going back 


to a situation it experienced up to the late seventies (when the weekly AL- 
RA'Y was brought out), in which no voice opposed to the official view was 
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heard. The ruling party, in addition to its total monopoly of the radio and 
television system and its dominance to varying degrees of the daily and 
weekly print media, today has come to impose a media blockade on everything 
emerging from organized or unorganized opposition political currents, recog- 
nized or unrecognized, that differ with it, or from union personnel." 


The talk then shifted over to the journalists. 
A Punitive Law 


[Question] For what articles and news items was the newspaper suspended? 
Will this suspension have repercussions on your position on going into the 
economic and social council? 


[Answer] You must direct this question to the people who suspended the 
newspaper. 


All we know is that a reference was made in a general manner to the pages 
that were found in violation, without a clear definition of the news items 
and paragraphs concerned. 


Here we must pause to consider the press law on the basis of which our paper 
was suspended. 


It is a punitive law even when compared with the laws of 1956 and 1936. When 
we review it, we find that two thirds of its provisions are punitive. 


I propose to you, if we have enough time, that we perform an experiment: let 
us take, for example, all the papers which have been issued today, including 
the official papers, and let us present them to a specialized legal figure. 
I am confident and certain that we will find that all the papers have vio- 
lated the press law and in accordance with that require penal measures. 


This law contains elastic phrases which enable it to suspend any paper in 
Tunisia. 


We Are a Serious Movement 


With respect to the second part of the question, we are a serious movement. 
We have our programs, our political plan and our positions, which are not 
affected by emotion and sentimental attitudes. 


As to the subject of the opposition parties' going into the economic and 
social council, we heard of this recommendation, like other citizens, 
through the media. 


After that, we received a telephone call from an official in the Destourian 
Socialist Party and the government, then a meeting took place between this 
official and two members of our movement's political bureau at which this 
issue was raised again. 


Our position proceeds from two considerations: 
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One, a procedural, pro forma consideration related to the method of treat- 
ment. 





In our opinion, it is not proper that this issue be addressed in this man- 
ner. While we do not adhere very much to details, they have their value in 
regard to this subject, since the ruling party must deal with us on an equal 
basis, and an issue of this gravity should not be dealt with by telephone or 
at a session over tea. 


Two, the format within which the opposition parties are to participate. 


From the standpoint of principle, we consider that this recommendation is 
positive if it is placed in the framework of a policy of real liberaliza- 
tion. 


However, the current climate does not encourage us to go in. 
Then there is another issue which must be clarified. 


We know that the members making up the economic and social council are bro- 
ken down into numerous categories. In what class will we be included? Will 
the law on the council clearly stipulate the participating opposition par- 
ties, or will our representatives be among the 20 figures whom the Destour- 
ian Socialist Party will choose for their scholarly competence? 


Will we ourselves appoint our deputies in total freedom and independence, or 
will the ruling party have the right of review? 


These, as you see, are important, basic issues which must be discussed with 
complete seriousness. 


Following these, we will not hesitate to adopt the position which we consi- 
der to be in keeping with the interests of the country and the interests of 
the movement. 


The Fault Is Not Ours 


[Question] Do you believe that the government's appeal to have the opposi- 
tion participate in the economic and social council was in some manner a 
response to the appeal you sent it at your last conference concerning the 
need to get the opposition to take part in drawing up the major economic and 
social options? 


Are you consulting with the other opposition parties in this regard? 


[Answer] By our nature, we are working as a political movement on behalf of 
our presence in the elected constitutional institutions. 


If we have been removed from these institutions (in particular the municipa- 
lities and chamber of deputies), the fault is not ours. The doors were 
closed to us although any fair analyst will recognize that we would repre- 
sent, at the lowest estimate, a fifth of the votes in free elertions. 


43 








At the conference, we propounded the need for consultation as far as econo- 
mic and social policy is concerned, because these are crucial issues and 
concern not just the government but the future of the whole country. 


Participation in national dialogue on the issues of the future is our right, 
but the suitable frameworks must exist and the economic and social council, 
as everyone knows, is consultative and has no actual power. However, in 

spite of that, we, as I have said, do not reject participation in principle. 


As to the other opposition parties, our contacts with them are permanent and 
ongoing, but we may differ in the evaluation of some things, which is a 
legitimate matter. 


As far as this issue goes, we have held an exchange of views with the lead- 
ers of the opposition parties. 


[Question] You rejected participation in the recent legislative elections in 
view of the absence of a minimum of guarantees. Do you intend to pursue the 
same approach with respect to the media field, that is, withdrawal until the 
the press law is revised? 


[Answer] We are opposed to withdrawing from the struggle (and a boycott is 
not a withdrawal). All we demand in this regard is the application of the 
recommendations of the higher committee which met in the beginning of the 
eighties. 


Getting the Intellectuals To Participate 


[Question] In the absence of official contexts for national dialogue, have 
you thought about creating other contexts in which your fighting men and 
citizens who want to do so will be able to hold a dialogue on the major 
issues concerning the country? 


[Answer] First of all, we have media contexts (AL-MUSTAQBAL, L'AVENIR) and 
through these two podiums we have tried to get everyone who has expressed 
his readiness to think about the destiny and future of the country with us 
to participate. 


We also have specialized committees and a number of independent figures 
have taken part in them with us. 


In the near future we are also intending to get intellectuals to take part 
in meetings and symposia we will hold to take part in the dialogue on the 
principle issues which concern the destiny of the country. 


11887 
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TUNISIA 


UGTT LEADER ON OUSTED MEMBERS, RELATIONS WITH UNIONS ABROAD 
Tunis AL-SABAH in Arabic 24 Jan 87 p 2 


[Report on news conference of Abdelaziz Bouraoui, general secretary of the 
Tunisian General Federation of Labor [UGTT], by unnamed correspondent: "Trade 
Union Unity Has Embodied Itself in a Modern Trade Union Concept"; 23 January 
1987, Tunis] 


[Text] Mr Abdelaziz Bouraoui, general secretary of the UGTT, with a group of 
members of the executive bureau in attendance, held a news conference 
yesterday morning in the headquarters of the organization. It was attended by 
a number of representatives of the information media and a large group of 
union members, and its purpose was to inform public opinion about the results 
of the conference that the press had followed closely. 


After greeting those present, the general secretary commended the fact that 
the conference had been held in an atmosphere of brotherhood, unity of ranks, 
and solidarity between numerous union officers, ranging from the basic trade 
unions to the highest body, the executive bureau. He said: "This is 
something to inspire optimism for the future of the trade union movement and 
our beloved organization, in spite of the setbacks they have experienced. 
Thanks to steadfast trade unionists and sincere patriots, the federation has 
been able to overcome the difficulties and return the union movement to its 
true course." 


He added: "We will work for more unity of ranks. We will open the doors of 
the federation to all the sincere resolutions of union members eager for ciean 
patriotic work aimed at serving the interests of workers and the national 
interest in order to preserve our country's immunity to dangers. The 
conference dealt with many different subjects. Among them, in particular, 
were the trade union charter, revision of certain sections of the fundamenta: 
law, and debate on the rules. The new executive bureau was elected in an 
atmosphere of enthusiasm and democracy, as is the case in all popular 
organizations. If there was some competition, it did not take place out of 
personal antagonism and vanity, but rather out of love for carrying out one's 
duty and responsibility and to show that trade unionists are capable of 
defending the unity of their ranks." 


45 








After this opening speech, Mr Abdelaziz Bouraoui gave the floor to the 
journalists to present their questions. 


The Morning's Questions 


[Question] You said that the federation's door is open to all good intentions 
to participate in national trade union activity. Are we to understand that 
there may possibly be contacts with certain prominent trade union 
personalities? 


--What has the trade union charter accomplished, and what is the purpose of 
drawing up a charter? 


--In light of an economic crisis being experienced by our country and whose 
existence all parties acknowledge, is it possible for the federation to 
mobilize workers for joint trade union action and put aside the making of 
demands? What will the position of the leaders be on joint action? 


--What is the nature of your relations with CISL [International Confederation 
of Free Trade Unions]? 


[Answer] The door of the federation is open to all sincere resolutions and to 
all workers who want to join its ranks. This is a general invitation. It 
does not mean that the executive bureau will contact every individual and 
every trade unionist to join its ranks again. 


As for the trade union charter’: so that the explanation will not b 
incomplete, we shall distribute it to journalists. In general, however, the 
charter takes the form of a number of fundamental ideas and ethical principles 
relating to how trade union activity should be practiced and a sense of 
patriotism kindled, so as to carry out one's duty and participate in vital 
problems. Among its principles are an insistence on honesty and impartiality 
in union activity, and a desire to provide for workers’ interests within 
framework of overall national unity and national welfare. This kindling of a 
feeling of responsibility in the charter and in the conference rules was 
confirmed particularly after his excellency the president graciously agreed to 
preside over the conference's opening session. He gave all the participants 
valuable directives: that union activity should be clean and up with tne 
level of the times. He affirmed that workers would have a share in every 
increase in production and productivity and in every growth of profits. 


By our participation in the sector and regional plans and the seventh plan, 
and by expressing the suggestions of workers, we have participated in 
decisionmaking. We are even more eager to implement the program. In our 
activity, we shall rely on honest dialogue between representatives of all 
vital forces in the country. 


As for trade union activity, the issue of job opportunities, and worker 
mobilization, our union activity will make a turn. That does not, however, 
mean neglecting or abandoning the issue of job opportunities. Our activity in 


the future will not fundamentally concentrate on the issue of job 
opportunities but there is a clear difference between abandoning them and 
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basically not concentrating activity on them. Our activity will be in step 
with the horizons of the year 2000. We have seen in many countries, including 
developed ones, that the economic crisis that has been spreading dangerously 
for a number of years has necessitated a change in the style of union 
activity. In addition, modern technology has begun to threaten the labor 
force. International trade union organizations have cried out in dismay about 
this. Unemployment has become widespread in developed countries, including 
American itself, let alone in our small country with its limited resources. 
It is thus necessary for us to take these givens into consideration in our 
trade union activity. 


At the present time, we are not in a position that allows us to obtain certain 
general demands regarding worker and employee wages. Beginning with the next 
weeks, however, we shall be holding discussions with officials about certain 
cases. 


(He added:) We are aware of the difficulties workers are undergoing and the 
sacrifices they have made and are making. We shall get in touch with them and 
explain the reality to them: that the country is facing difficulties and that 
they, too, are facing difficulties; but it is necessary first to overcome the 
difficulties the country is undergoing, so that afterwards it will possible to 
overcome the difficulties workers face. Our goal in mobilizing workers is not 
to make deals, to raise the number of affiliates, or to make empty promises. 
We are people who are serious about our work. The executive bureau elected by 
the base will work toward greater unity of trade union ranks, so that the 
trade union movement can talk to officials on an equal basis. 


(Concerning relations with CISL, Mr Abdelaziz Bouraoui remarked that they 
exist. He turned the question over to Mr Sadok Allouche for an answer. The 
latter said: ) 


We have always been affiliated with CISL. This international trade union 
organization is devoted to Tunisia and assigns a prominent position to the 
UGTT. Without interfering in our internal affairs, it tried to help us get 
through the crisis we experienced. We have a position within CISL, since we 
hold membership in the executive bureau. We will never abandon the role 
play in international trade union gatherings. We are ready to. show 
Solidarity. We unite; we do not divide. CISL knows that we are in earnest 
about our work, and that it, therefore, is not "more royalist than the king." 


[Question] What is the situation of the federation's property? What about 
the federation records that were said to have been sold "to the chickpea 


roaster"?[hammasah, context unknown] 


[Answer] We want to protect the federation's property and rescue it from the 
indebtedness into which it has sunk. The executive bureau states that the 
federation's property will never be sold, and that it is determined to 
overcome its difficulties. We will work to create solutions to the debts that 


are aiways on our conscience. 


As for the federation's records, they are in safekeeping. A great deal of 
fuss has been made about then, These records are the property of the 
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federation in the first place, and they concern the people as a whole, because 
they are a historical heritage, given the role that this organization plays. 
The basic records are in safekeeping. The only thing is that a few secondary 
records relating to some associations, ones for which we have copies in the 
union central office--during the operation of cleaning the Suq Ahras "vault" 
by some workers, a few of these records were apparently sold for a small price 
by these men. The records have been bought back. 


[Question] How is one to explain the succession of withdrawals from 
nomination to the executive bureau just before the elections at the 
conference? 


[Answer] Should a withdrawal be considered an event? It is something normal 
at all conferences. Candidates sometimes consult with each other. If one 
candidate feels that the chance of success is slight, he withdraws 
voluntarily. 


[Question] How will you deal with the case of the ousted members? 


[Answer] Since the time of the first and second unification operations, we 
have been dealing with the case of the ousted members, either with the 
minister of social affairs or with the prime minister, who has confirmed that 
the matter will be handled with the responsible ministry. We have divided the 
cases into three groups: 


--those ousted without a disciplinary board; 
--those ousted by a disciplinary board; 
--those ousted by judicial decision. 


We have begun to deal with the first group, and eight road workers have 
already returned to work. We will look into the second group of cases. 
However, the third group needs to be dealt with at the highest level, because 
the question is also connected with legal proceedings. 


[Question] Will the UGTT executive bureau work toward declaring what’ the 
federation owns, just as state officials are doing? 


[Answer] We will never administer the property of the federation with a free 
hand. Whoever enters trade union work, spends; he does not earn. We are 
committed to honesty in union activity and to not exploiting union activity 
for personal ends. 


[Question] You said that your relations with CISL are good, and yet we have 
been told that the UGTT, at the conference of African Trade Unions, approved 
an article that would cause it to withdraw from it. 


[Answer ] (Mr Abdelaziz Bouraoui again turned the question over to Mr Sadok 
Allouche, as being responsible for external relations. The latter said:) 
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When the federation's representatives approved Section 8 at’ the 
Luza[vocalization not known] conference, that did not mean withdrawal from 
CISL. This section has existed since 1973. Furthermore, Tunisia has signed 
the 1987 agreement, which grants freedom to affiliate with international trade 
union organizations. Neither at last April's conference nor at the current 
conference did the federation announce a withdrawal from CISL. On the 
contrary, there was a partial retreat from Section 8 through the new Section 9 
issued at the same conference. The matter will become clearer at the coming 
meeting of the central council of the African organization. 


Trade Union Charter 


The floor was then turned over to Mr Hassen Hamoudia Bousafa, chairman of the 
trade union charter committee and its drafter, to give a statement of its 
contents. He said: 


"The trade union charter consists of a series of basic ideas relating to good 
behavior, in order to deeper: the soundness of union activity and to serve 
workers now and in the future within the framework of the higher national 
interest, seeing that the two interests are closely linked. The ideas of the 


charter include: 


"1. Upholding the ethical foundations of union activity: Since union 
activity is collective activity, there will be no benefit from it unless 
activity is based on ethical foundations. We have proof of this in recent 
experiences in the life of the organization. 


"2. The second idea is connected to the first: that besides requiring an 
ethical basis, soundness of union activity also requires persistence and 
continuance on a sound course. It is essential, that is, to preserve a sound 
union organization. 


wee Worker participation through the organization in setting choices and 
implementing development programs: The federation must participate in setting 
choices and following their implementation, so that we can guarantee the 
welfare of workers from the outset, and so that these interests will be 
guaranteed and insured within the framework of the general interest. This is 
one of the meanings of positive participation. Replying to one of the rumors 
current in the street, we say that it is not true that the UGTT has abandoned 
making demands. There is no trade union activity without the making of 
demands. If anyone thinks so, he is mistaken. 


"my, Making the workers the principal and real overseers of the path of union 
activity." 


Mr 'Ali al-Ash'al replied to a question concerning the reasons for the absence 
of some reformist elements. He reviewed the manner in which reform activity 
began, the holding of a conference of this movement so that it might gain 
legitimacy, and how it afterwards united with the national federation in the 
September unity communique, carried on energetic activity in worker circles, 
and held democratic base elections. Then came the second unity communique and 
the holding of the conference on 20 January, with all that it signified. He 
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insisted on the harmony prevailing among all trade unionists. At the same 
time, he announced that before the April 1986 emergency conference there had 
been contacts between the reformist movement and some executive bureau members 
from the 1985 conference. 


12937 
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TUNISIA 


PROBLEMS OF DOMESTIC OIL DEPLETION REVIEWED 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 31 Jan 87 p 37 


[Article: "Tunisian 0il Is Disappearing, and New Capacity Will Be Diffi- 
cult"] 


[Text] It is expected that Tunisia's oilfields will be played out before 
2000 and therefore before that date Tunisia will become an oil-importing 
country. The Tunisian government has taken measures to cope with this situa- 
tion, whose repercussions have started to be reflected on the country. An 
agency has been established for energy economics, and it has begun to en- 
courage the consumption of renewable forms of energy derived from the sun, 
the wind, the sea and other renewable resources. 


The level of electric power consumption in Tunisia in 1985 came to about 3.1 
million kilowatts. The traditional systems' capacity for generating this 
sort of power comes to 1.36 megawatts, in addition to 620 megawatts; this is 
the maximum production capacity. The volume of energy consumed that year was 
derived in accordance with the following ratios: 


Fuel and gas, 99 percent. 
Hydroelectric power, 1 percent. 
Solar energy, no share worth mentioning. 


It is expected, on the basis of the seventh plan, that electric energy out- 
put will rise by 6 percent. Therefore the volume of energy it is expected 
will be consumed between 1991 and 2000 will rise from 4,200 to 6,500 kilo- 
watts. Maximum production capacity will rise from 850 to 1,350 megawatts. If 
we consider that maximum production capacity totals 0.6 percent [sic] of the 
capacity of the generating equipment, this will come to 1,420 megawatts in 
2000. 


Hydroelectric capacity is used intensively in Tunisia and the capacity of 
the equipment generating this type of energy is 64 megawatts, that is 10 
percent of maximum production capacity and 5 percent of total electric pro- 
ducing equipment in the country. 
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However, the share of the quantity produced does not exceed 1 percent of the 
total volume of energy produced in Tunisia, and it appears that there still 
are some places in the country that need small electric generators with a 
production capacity of no more than 50 megawatts. In the medium range, it is 
expected that Tunisia will have generation equipment by means of pumping and 
a water—powered motor with a capacity coming to 150 to 200 megawatts. 


Experts expect that oil and gas production, which today exceeds the coun- 
try's needs, will not be responding to them in the course of a few years. At 
that point Tunisia will become an oil product importing country; in the case 
of some countries these imports account for a share ranging from 50 to 100 
percent of the primary energy used. With respect to remaining requirements, 
these will be contingent on atomic or hydroelectric power. 


Proceeding from the pattern of current consumption in the country, it is 
expected that oil products, in 50 years' time, will be nonexistent, while 
there will continue to be coal production for a period of 200 years approxi- 
mately. 


Research is underway today to determine geothermal energy potential in Tuni- 
sia. It is clear from the low temperatures in the country and the rates of 
energy consumption that this potential will not have actual weight in meet- 
ing the country's electricity requirements. 


On the other hand, one can say that Tunisia is not prepared, either, at the 
present time, to make use of sea and wind power, which are considered renew- 
able energy. Although it exists in the country, its velocity does not gener- 
ally exceed 30 kilometers per hour, rarely reaches 65 kilometers per hour 
and often drops to 15 kilometers per hour. The equipment for generating the 
energy derived can produce electricity only at a velocity of 15 kilometers 
per hour on up, and it is not possible to benefit from wind as a source of 
renewable energy in Tunisia except at a rate of 40 percent of the time 
throughout the year. 


11887 
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IRAQ 


SADDAM HUSAYN DECORATES DEFENSE MINISTER 
Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 2 Feb 87 pp 1, 11 


[Article: "Commander Awards Deputy Commander First Class Euphrates and Tigris 

Medal and Five Badges of Courage; ‘War Will End East of al-Basra; We Broke the 

Back of the Aggressors Who Are now Crawling on Hands and Knees; All the Army's 
Tactical Units Were Heroic, but the Third Corps Was Twice as Heroic; We Will All 
Celebrate Victory; We Are Awarding Fellow Officer and Minister of Defense the 

Euphrates and Tigris Medal for His Role in Serving Iraq';"] 


[Text] "Honorable values have a fundamental role in our lives and our strife." 


"Iraqis will highly appreciate the good efforts of our fellow officers in the 
Regional Command and the Revolutionary Command Council." 


"Al-Basrah continues to be strong with its head held high. All of Iraq is also 
strong." 


"The Regional Command pledges to express the aspirations and hopes the commander 
holds for the people and the nation." 


"All hardships become tolerable and insignificant when we see that our leader, 
Saddam Husayn, is standing by us." 


"The enemy's losses amount to 80,000 dead and between 15U,000 and 200,000 
wounded. Iranian forces will never be able to stand on their feet after the 
major battles of that fateful day." 


President Saddam Husayn, the respected commander in chief of the armed forces 
affirmed that all our tactical units were heroic. He also affirmed that the 
Third Corps was twice as heroic because it had endured all the battles East of 
al-Basrah and because the war would end East of al-Basrah. He said that 
al-Basrah would remain strong, with its head held high, and that all of Iraq too 
would remain strong. 


As he decorated Staff Gen ‘Adnan Khayrallah, deputy commander in chief of the 
armed forces and minister of defense, awarding him the military Euphrates and 
Tigris Medal, first class, as well as five badges of courage, the president 

added, "These battles broke the back of the aggressors, who are now crawling on 
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their hands and knees. With our continued vigilance and our continued strikes 
against those with rotten heads, everything you have been hoping for will come 
to pass. We will all celebrate victory then." 


His excellency said, "As a party and a people, we believe that honorable values 
have a fundamental role in our lives, our activities, our work and our strife." 


The text of the president's and commander's address follows: 


"We wanted to have this brief meeting to honor a fellow officer who is with us 
now." 


"We've all read something about the Arab nation's history and Iraq's history. A 
week ago and a short time before then historians and archaeologists produced a 
program on television in which they talked about the conflict between Iraqis and 
Persians. The time span of a few stories [they related] about that conflict was 
2,000 years, but for a few others that time span was over 2,000 years. We were 
also told something about the activities of ancient Iraqis which were discovered 
from documents they had left behind. Some of these were written in cuneirorm 
writing on clay tablets. Those ancient Ivaqis made it easier for subsequent 
generations to learn about their customs, principles, values, lifestyles and way 
of life. 


"J noticed that some of these past Iraqi leaders had the wisdom that led them 
to identify themselves and their age. Each one would say, 'I am so and so, the 
son of so and so. I rule on the strength of' whoever was backing and supporting 
his government. He would then attribute his backing and support to one of the 
gods that his people worshiped at the time, and he would say, ‘I did this or 
that; I made this or that decision; and I will do one thing or another.' In 
these manuscripts and clay tablets one also finds some information about the 
lives of the Iraqi people during that stage. Some of this information can be 
inferred and some can be learned directly. As an Iraqi and an Arab I am quite 
grateful for that mentality and I am proud of it. I commend such a stance which 
comes out with something that documents a fact, whether that stance is taken by 
an Arab in the Arab homeland or an Iraqi who was documenting something that has 
to do with Iraqi history. I commend them for leaving behind something with which 
facts can be documented and preserved intact in history. 


"As you know, it is our custom in the general command of the armed forces to 

honor fighters who fought on the field in all battles. Only once did we depart 
from that custom to honor members of the general command. As a party and as a 
nation we believe that honorable values play a principal role in our lives, our 
activities, our work and our strife. 


"Before the war I noticed there were many things on a military uniform. When I 
asked what one was, I was told it was a badge of courage. I had not done any- 

thing to deserve a badge of courage. But it seems that such a badge was part of 
the requirements of being in the army and that it came with the rank. 


"(I would ask] what that badge was, and I would be told it was a badge for the 


flood. A badge had been created for the 1952 flood in Baghdad, but I had done 
nothing about it. [Then I would ask] what another badge was, and I would be told 
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it was the 1948 Palestine Badge. I did not go to Palestine in 1948, and I did 
not fight there. We were still boys then; I was in the first or second elemen- 
tary grade, then, I think. Isn't that right, Abu 'Ali? 


"I started school 1 year after Abu ‘Ali did. I was a city boy, but your father 
was an intellectual who understood the value of going to school. When your 
family came to Tikrit and al-Haj Khayrallah had to retire after participating in 
the 1941 uprising, he became director of al-Tafayyud private [school] in 
Tikrit. He was a man who understood the value of going to school, so he sent 
‘Adnan to school at the early age of 6. But I went to school 1 year later, and I 
was much older than he was. And although the age difference between us wasn't 
big, we don't know how old you are. But Iraqis know how old I am, and they 
celebrate my birthday every year ‘n April. They've revealed my age. We could 
have said that we were 45 not 50 years old, and we would have gotten away with 
that because I have only one or two gray hairs in my head. As far as a beard is 
concerned, I don't grow one so the gray hairs won't show in it. 


"What I mean to say is that we did not fight in the Palestine War in 1948, but 
the badges for the Palestine War are on the suit. It seems that when the army 
fought in Palestine, a royal decree was issued to award all officers badges. And 
why shouldn't the badges be given to those who fought in the war? But why are 
they given to those who did not fight in the war? It seems that these were 
easily obtainable. I asked them to tell me why the badges were easily ob- 
tainable for someone in the army, and I suggested that we come up with some- 
thing new. I was told that the badges were easily obtainable and that they 
were available in army stores. I was told that a lieutenant could buy all 
these badges and place them on the front of his uniform. I was told that this 
was true with regard to the badges of Palestine, the flood and other badges as 
well. The exception to that was the badge of courage which was awarded to 
officers of a certain rank. The badge of courage was one of the badges on 

the front of my military uniform. 


"The Euphrates and Tigris Medal which is being awarded to our fellow officer, 
the deputy commander in chief, ‘Adnan Khayrallah used to be awarded according to’ 
rank, Every lieutenant general in the army was awarded the Military Euphrates 
and Tigris Medal, first class. That medal was awarded to men in the military, 
and its civilian counterpart was awarded to civilians for a iong period of 
service. 


"That is why before 1958 many ministers had been awarded civilian Euphrates and 
Tigris medals, first class. A number of years ago we said that that medal was a 
high medal which was to be awarded for distinguished effort. Regardless of a 
person's high position in the state, the Supreme Command would have to determine 
that a person's effort has been distinguished in order for him to be awarded 
that medal. And that became the tradition. That is why our fellow officer, the 
minister of defense does not have a military Tuphrates and Tigris Medal, first 
class. In the past having such a medal was customary; it was a requirement of 
being in the army according to the old standards, and it was legally worn. 


"And now we are awarding our fellow officer, the minister of defense the 


Euphrates and Tigris Medal not because it is easily obtainable, but because he 
has earned the medal by what he did for our country, Iraq. In the past and in 
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recent times as well badges of courage were awarded for work that was done. 
Although awarding the badge has now become more rigorous, according to the 
tradition we established in the general command of the armed forces, badges of 
courage have been awarded only once to each one of our fellow officers in the 
general command of the armed forces. These badges were awarded after one of the 
battles. Your fellow officer, ‘Adnan, attends and directs all or most of the 
major battles that are fought in the battlefield on the front. I know him 
personally, and I knew him before he became an officer in the army. I know him 
to be a brave fighter, and I also know him in his present position to be a 
courageous officer. I know him to be very patient in battles. 


"He is a man of great stamina, but what is more important than all these 
qualities is that which you know about him as members of the command. He is an 
honest man whose faith in the principles we believe in is profound. By prin- 
ciples I mean those of defending the nation, Iraq. He also believes in the 
principles of the Arab nation on a regional level. Because of all that--and we 
want to have all that documented in history for those who will come after us--a 
decree has been issued in your name, to award our fellow officer ‘Adnan 
Khayrallah that number of badges of courage and a military Euphrates and Tigris 
Medal, first class. He is being awarded these badges and this medal to show our 
appreciation for the splendid courage demonstrated by the field commanders and 
all the men who fought in the heroic 7th and 3rd Corps. Although all our army's 
tactical units are heroic, we are saying that the 3rd Corps is twice as heroic 
because its members endured all the battles that were fought east of al-Basrah 
and because the war will end east of al-Basrah. Al-Basrah will remain strong, 
holding its head high; all of Iraq will also remain strong. 


"Out of their appreciation for all the noble blood that was so profusely spilled 
on the pure soil of al-Basrah in the course of these battles--and these battles, 
despite their cruelty, have been going on since the battles of the Great Day-- 
the leadership and the command council have issued this decree awarding our 
fellow officer ‘Adnan Khayrallah this honor. The decree was issued to show 
appreciation for the courage of the men who were there. Fellow officer ‘Adnan 
Khayrallah was with the fighters as he was supposed to be in accordance with his 
responsibilities and duties, but he spent more time with them than all of us, 
the members of the command. Thus, the decree to award fellow officer ‘Adnan 
Khayrallah this honor was issued out of appreciation for all these values. 


"During the meeting we talked about the nature of battles which were and are 
being fought east of al-Basrah. Let me say now in your presence, in the presence 
of all Iraqis and also in the presence of every honorable Arab awaiting the news 
of Iraq's victory with a faithful heart, that these battles have broken the back 
of the aggressors who are now crawling on their hands and knees. It is with 
constant vigilance and continuous strikes on those with rotten heads that every- 
thing you are hoping for will come to pass with the power of God. All of us will 
then celebrate victory. And then, I think Iraqis will appreciate the efforts of 
all virtuous people and all fighters. That includes the good efforts of our 
fellow officers in the regional command and in the Revolutionary Command 
Council. These efforts will be highly appreciated as they deserve to be." 


Mr ‘Azzah Ibrahim, vice president of the Revolutionary Command Council made a 
speech whose text follows. 
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"Mr President: Although fellow officer ‘Adnan is the minister of defense and 
deputy commander in chief of the armed forces, his role in the war has been 
distinguished. He is always there during combat and during the principal battles 
as well. He is a member of the Regional Command. We are proud of this honor that 
is bestowed upon him. We consider it to be an honor that is bestowed upon the 
Regional Command because he is one of its fighting members. His effort on that 
command during the gravest predicament that our dear and great country Iraq has 
faced has been distinguished. We are proud that he is thus being honored. We 
appreciate your gesture and the command's gesture, one that is being made to 
create values for future generations as well as for us and our people who have 
been working and making sacrifices for these noble principles. We consider this 
honor to be one awarded to the Regional Command and the Revolutionary Command 
Council because fellow officer ‘Adnan is basically a member of the Regional 
Command. That is, his position is bigger than that of minister of defense and 
bigger than that of deputy commander in chief cf the armed forces because he is 
a member of the Revolutionary Command Council. 


"We congratulate fellow officer 'Adnan because he won the president's recog- 
nition for the Regional Command. He also won the recognition of the great people 
of Iraq and of their brave armed forces. As members of the Regional Command we 
pledge to you that we will try to express to the people of Iraq and the Arab 
nation the spirit with which you do your work, the conscientiousness with which 
you think and the aspirations and hopes you have for the people of Iraq and the 
Arab nation. We cannot say how much effort we will be making because there is no 
limit to the effort that is to be made by a member of the Regional Command." 


Staff Lt Gen ‘Adnan Khayrallah, deputy commander in chief of the armed forces 
and minister of defense made a speech in which he said: "Mr President, it had 
not occurred to me that you were referring to me in your talk until you turned 
toward me. Your excellency's noble deeds are many, and your excellency's 
gestures to your fellow officers are significant and splendid. 


"In a situation in which I am taken by surprise in Your Excellency's presence 
and in the presence of fellow officers in the command, an individual sometimes 
finds himself speechless. I am moved, Mr President and fellow officers; my 
emotions are getting the better of me. I did not tell Your Excellency that I was 
not in good health during the period of hardship. I kept that from you, Your 
Excellency, and from you, fellow officers. I did not tell you that I had 
bronchitis; it was tiresome. 


"The hopes we had, Mr President! The hopes I personally entertained ever since I 
was a child when we used to talk about the nation's aspirations and sorrows and 
about our dreams! I used to picture myself as my great fellow officer's com- 
panion and right arm. I was waiting for that moment when I could stand next to 
my big brother, a fighter like all the fighters who are involved in this great 
and momentous odyssey. I saw myself contributing what I can and what circum- 
stances allowed me to contribute to my country, my nation and my homeland. 


"Thank God, Mr President, that I am standing beside you and beside my fellow 
officers in the command. Thank God that my position affords me a modest role 
through which I can serve my country, the great Iraq. Thank God that I can be of 
some service to the great army of Iraq and to the glorious Arab nation, which 
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was destined to be afflicted with the viciousness of colonialism and the 
treachery of traitors. I used to look beyond the battles during the difficult 
days that went by, and I would feel--legitimately so, sometimes because the 
battles were becoming more fierce and sometimes because of objective con- 
ditions--that we were being favored more than we should be. I would then feel 
embarrassed by the honor bestowed upon me by the responsibility which was placed 
on my shoulders. Then I would look beyond the battles, Mr President, and I would 
see that you would be pleased with what you saw us doing. Our resolve would be 
reawakened; our enthusiasm would be stirred up; our strength would grow; and we 
would move closer to victory. Mr President, many days and bitter nights have 
gone by during which I and my fellow officers in the field suffered what we 
suffered, but God willing, Mr President, when we looked beyond that and saw Your 
Excellency's aspect and noble presence all around us, al? these hardships became 
tolerable and insignificant. 





"Mr President, the battles that occurred on the 8th and 9th days of the past 
month were indeed fierce and bloody battles that went on day and night. Dur- 
ing those battles the enemy assembled--with its characteristic treachery, 
slyness, malice and viciousness--a vast number of units. But these units 
were halted by you, Mr President. They were brought to an end by your direc- 
tions and high initiative and by your noble spirit giving us valuable advice. 


"We slaughtered them, Mr President. If several thousands died in the first 
al-Qadisiyah, the second glorious al-Qadisiyah, Saddam's al-Qadisiyah, left the 
ground littered with dead bodies. If the key figures in the Iranian regime were 
true to themselves and had a measure of courage, they would have told the 
Iranian people what has been happening to them since the 8th day of January. If 
they loved their country and were faithfully carrying out their responsi- 
bilities, they would have told their people what was going on. Thousands and 
thousands, Mr President, are losing their lives in a matter of hours, not days. 


"Circumstances did not enable us to explain to our people the implications of 
what happened between us and the barrier at the border in a one kilometer area 
all along the front. That area is a flooded area. The positions we were in were 
in front of the present position. Sometimes there was more than 1.5 kilometers 
between positions, and sometimes the distance was less than 4U0 meters. 


"The Iraqi army and the Iranian army clashed in that place. We could hear the 
Iranians! cries for help, and their reinforcements came in droves, one drove 
after another. I saw four attacks in one day. All that happened in a combat zone i 
that was 500 meters deep; they attacked and retreated in that area. More than 
2,000 guns were aimed at that area from both sides, not to mention those of the 
army's and the air force's airplanes. The area was also being hit by artillery, 
mortar, and tanks. 


"That is why, Mr President, if any time soon Iran were to get people who loved 
their country, they would tell their people what happened in that major fateful 
battle. Being faithful to my responsibility, Mr President, let me say that the 
Iranians suffered no less than 80,000 dead and no less than between 150,000 and 
200,000 wounded. 





"God willing, Iran's armed forces will not be able to stand on their feet after 
that great and fateful battle. 


"Information available to us shows that the Iranians have between 25,000 and 
30,000 soldiers awaiting the fate of their predecessors. 


"With your excellency's directions, with the guidance Your Excellency and the 
command will provide, and with the zeal of honorable Iraqi men who love their 
country, I promise you, Mr President, that the Iranians will meet with the fate 
of their predecessors on the battle field if their aggression should continue. I 
make that pledge on behalf of my comrades in arms and on behalf of your country- 
men who love their country and who have been steadfast in al-Basrah's ports. 


"I recall, Mr President, that you had used your gentle and customary manner when 
you summoned me and Lt Gen Shanshal after the second year of the war. Lt Gen 
Shanshal was then the army's chief of staff, and you had summoned us to ask us 
what we thought about being honored. I remember, Mr President, and Lt Gen 
Shanshal seconded that opinion, that [I said] a kind word from your Excellency 
in front of the people of Iraq would be a distinguished attestation and testi- 
monial which ‘Ali and Hamzah, my sons, Mr President, could cherish throughout 
their lives. I said that it would honor them in front of Iraqis and Arabs. 


"What you did today, Mr President, to honor me and the command is a great honor. 
It is something that I will cherish and be proud of for the rest of my life. I 
pray God Almighty that He protect you as our leader and that He protect the 
leaders and men of Iraq. I pray God Almighty that He protect the glorious women 
of Iraq who gave birth to real men. Mr President, I am only a soldier, a fighter 
who has embarked on this noble and blessed odyssey. I hope, Mr President, that I 
have rendered some service, but I still feel that there is much to be done." 


"This is my national duty, and it is the national duty of my comrades-in-arms. 
We have been taught and prepared for this day by you, Your Excellency, by the 
party, and by our odyssey. I sincerely hope that we will be able to carry out 
the tasks that were entrusted to us. I hope that we will prove to be worthy of 
Your Excellency's and the command's good opinion. I also hope that we will prove 
to be worthy of the good opinion of Iraqi men and women who love their country. 


"Mr President, allow me to repeat my thanks, my gratitude and my great 
appreciation for your noble gesture. Allow me to convey to Your Excellency 
greetings from your brave and honorable men who defended Iraqi soil with their 
lives. Thousands of greetings to you, Mr President, and much gratitude to You, 
Your Excellency, and to my fellow officers in the command. May God grant us 
success. Thank you, Mr President." 


In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate: 

A Presidential Decree 

In appreciation of the distinguished courage of Staff Lt Gen ‘Adnan Khayrallah, 
deputy commander in chief of the armed forces and minister of defense, and [in 


recognition] of the splendid services he rendered to the Great Iraq and to the 
units of the armed forces which are engaged in heroic and honorable deeds 
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against the racist, Iranian enemy, we have decreed the following pursuant to the 
first section of Article Five of the Medals and Badges Law, Act Number 95 for 
1982: 


Staff Lt Gen ‘Adnan Khayrallah, deputy commander in chief of the armed forces 
and minister of defense, is to be awarded the Military Euphrates and Tigris 
Medal. first class. 


Duly authorized ministers are to implement this decree. 


Saddam Husayn, 
President of the Republic 


In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate: 
A Presidential Decree 


In appreciation of the leadership, responsibility and distinguished courage 
shown by Staff Lt Gen ‘Adnan Khayrallah, deputy commander in chief of the armed 
forces and minister of defense, in protecting the nation's honor and integrity 
against the racist, Iranian enemy; 


And on the basis of the provisions of Article 26 of the Medals and Badges Law, 
Act Number 95 for 1982, we have decreed the following: 


Staff Lt Gen ‘Adnan Khayrallah, deputy commander in chief of the armed forces 
and minister of defense, is to be awarded five badges of courage. 


The minister of defense is to implement this decree. 


Saddam Husayn, 
President of the Republic 


The ceremonies during which the badges and the medal were awarded were attended 
by members of the Revolutionary Command Council and members of the Regional Com- 
mand for the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party. The chief of the president's office 

also attended these ceremonies. 
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IRAQ 


CORRESPONDENTS INTERVIEWED ON WAR COVERAGE 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 7 Feb 87 pp 62-63 
[Article: “How Press Correspondents in Iraq Operate."] 


[Excepts] The fate of the press correspondent in time of war is to carry his 
heart in one hand and his pen with the other hand and to delve into the 
unknown to report to his readers what he sees and what he hears. 


In time of war and crisis, the press correspondent's reporting becomes part of 
history historians use to write an epoch of a nation's life. 


Iyad al-Bakri met with a number of press correspondents in Baghdad to talk to 
them about their work under the extraordinary circumstances Iraq is living 
through in its war with Iran. 


There is hardly any newspaper, magazine or Arab or world news agency that 
does not have an office in Baghdad. Correspondents in this country follow 
events all year round for it is an arena rich and abounding in events, those 
related to the war in particular. Perhaps the freedom of movement the Iraqi 
Ministry of Culture and Information has afforded the correspondents has been 
behind their marked activities associated, almost perennially, with the more 
heated areas in Iraq, the battlefront. 


Our first step was the Iraqi Ministry of Information at the office of Ghazi 
Lu'aybi, director of the correspondents' office of the Foreign Information 
Department to be specific, the party responsible for coordinating the work of 
correspondents and making available to them means of communication and 
movement. 


Ghazi Lu'aybi said: 


"Press correspondents have fought with the army and the people of Iraq through 
their news coverage of the battles and their reporting on the bare facts Iraq 
has sought to publish. Moreover, they have participated, from their 
positions, in explaining Iraq's legitimate right to enter a war that was 
forced on it to defend its territory and sovereignty to the outside world vic 
Arab and foreign newspapers, stations and agencies. During our repeated 
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visits to the heated battlefronts, the thing that impressed us most was’ the 
warm reception we received form [Iraqi army commanders and ranks in 
appreciation of the reporter's role." 


The discussion would not be complete without the correspondents working in 
Baghdad. The first one to speak was Gulf News Agency correspondent Farugq 
Shukri. 


He said: 


"Field trips organized by the Foreign Information Department and military 
agencies to get a first-hand view of the course of the war have afforded the 
correspondents the opportunity to learn the objective facts and become 
acquainted with the circumstances of combat along the front, thus according 
Iraqi information a credibility totally congruent with the facts. 
Correspondents, by virtue of their working conditions and the availability of 
such opportunities, as well as the ease of making contact with Iraqi 
officials, have been able to secure reports on the war replete with truth and 
facts." 


Anas Jad-al-Haqq, Middle East News Agency correspondent in Baghdad since 1963, 
who gained experience as a war correspondent during the 1973 Arab-Israeli war 
at the battlefront in Egypt, says about his current work in Iraq: 


"Throughout the years of my work with my fellow correspondents in Iraq, I have 
visited the battlefront several times and have gone as far as the advance 
positions of the Iraqi forces. The only thing that separted us from _ the 
Iranian forces was the no-man's' land. During these visits, military 
commanders and the [Iraqi Ministry of Information afforded us all the 
facilities to conduct press interviews and inquire about the different facets 
of the war. The ministry also provided facilities for the correspondents to 
contact their offices outside Iraq to file their press reports." 


Monte Carlo Radio correspondent Hasan al-Kashif had something else to _ say: 
"Many were the trips we took as a team that takes pride in its work and 
connections--the team of correspondents--to where the action is, the 
battlefronts and press interviews, in areas that have, for a while, the 
ingredients of denying, confirming or relating news that make us a team taking 
part in reporting what is happening in the world. We have enough details and 
memories to write our own common distinctive history, for many a time we were 
the target of Iranian shells and more than once we had a brush with death, but 
in every case it failed and we triumphed over it, declaring our victory in 
news reports and stories that were the principal source of the world's account 
about the legend of Arab steadfastness, we who have become known as 
correspondents. 


"Our ambition is that the end-of-the war moment and the declaration of Iraqi 
victory will be ours." 


The other stop was KULL AL-'ARAB magazine where we met with office director 


Fadil Muhsin who said: "Whereas a newspaper or radio or news agency 
correspondent tries to report the news fresh, the correspondent of a weekly 
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magazine has to go after the news and delve into events to bring the fruits 
of his search and analysis to his readers and to convey to them a_ conception 
that may serve as a gate into the future understanding of events and enrich 
them with accurate details about an event or a news item that may have escaped 
other mass media correspondents. 


"And owing to the correspondent tours organized by the Ministry of Information 
to the battlefronts, we got to know the paths and trails leading to the 
frontline sereens. Coverage of vee at the battlefront has its own taste 
and naturalism, in view of events being at once hot and beautiful and where 
honest competition among ‘sb-Mouernaaael is most intense." 


Then we landed at the office of the Kuwaiti AL-SIYASAH newspaper in Baghdad 
where office director Mazin 'Abd-al-'Aziz had something else to say: 


"Relations among us correspondents became cemented through our continuous 
group visits. Kvery tire we come back with fascinating and thrilling 
memories. The front has a special taste, for there lies the apex of 
ciallenge, the challenge of action, the challenge of the news awaited 
impatiently by those who follow the events and of going after the accurate 
news made possible by the Foreign Information Department of the Iraqi Ministry 


I 
t 


of Information through visits to the front during heated days." 

Our discussion tock us to the office director of AL-DUSTUR magazine in 
a 'Abd-al-Wahhab al-Qaysi, who said: "I began my career in journalism 
as a correspondent covering the heated events at the battlefront between Iraq 
and Iran since 1981 [t was difficult for me for I had to send color photos 


to my magazine about the war. lL faced death more than 7 times, one of which 
was in the Iraqi depth after I went in with Iraqi units to al-Khafajiyah 
area. It ean be said that the profession of a war correspondent is more 
dangerous that that of an ordinary reporter." 


As for the corresponder® of AL-'ARAB newspaper published in London, Salih al- 
Kayyad, he said: "My work as a press correspondent in Baghdad gave me great 
experience, especially when the Iraqi Ministry of Information made it easy for 
us to movyv2 along the battlefront to cover and to interact with the heated 
events 


"I encountered many critical situations during the press tours, including 
running out of film or losing my pen in the middle of writing about important 
hot news, and other situations and unexpected occurrences." 

We stopped at the New China News Agency to talk with its correspondent, Liu 
Xun, who said: 


"TJ have been working in Baghdad as a corresondent for 1 year. This is my 


first overseas post. Ll have learned much from my experience with my fellow 
correspondents in Baghdad and have received help from some in covering the 
news he. 2. During my tour of the battlefronts, I was able to send many press 
reports about battles se 1g between Iraq and Iran, and I have written many 
features, articles and military analyses about battles fought by Iraqi forces 
against Iran in def se«€©6of «their territory. By reporting on the battles, we 
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aim to call for a stop to military operations between the two countries. In 
my tour to the battlefronts and my meetings with military commanders and Iraqi 
fighters, I was impressed by their generosity and hospitality. They received 
us with victory signs, an indication of their confidence in victory. An Iraqi 
fighter told me: ‘We will give our last drop of blood to achieve victory.'" 


Zikrayat Muhammad Hasan, correspondent of the Saudi AL-YAWM newspaper, 
interjected, saying: 


"My experience with the correspondents working in Baghdad and the visits to 
the battlefronts have enriched my career and have exposed me to a lot of 
journalistic terms and human and live images even though these trips were not 
free of danger, pain, blazing climates and charged and, at times, critical 
situations. But these press tours have left a special aftertaste and 
beautiful memories." 


The last stop was with TASS correspondent Aleksiy Vilasov who said: "Although 
I have been working in Baghdad as a correspondent for only 6 months, I have 
reported on numerous events and goings on and have filed press reports about 
conditions in Iraq, the 6-year war in particular. I have learned much from my 
travel to the battlefronts to witness events first hand. We have a proverb in 
the Soviet Union that says: to see once is better than than to hear a 
thousand times. I have seen with my own eyes the situation in Iraq and at the 
battlefronts, the credibility of Iraqi communiques and the false claims by 
Iran, regarding its control of the international bridge linking Iraq to Turkey 
in particular. 
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ISRAEL 


IRANIAN ARMY DESERTER ASKS FOR ASYLUM 
TAO81028 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 8 Feb 87 p 1 
[Report by correspondent in Elat Shmu'el Tagar] 


[Text] An Iranian Army deserter swam his way to Elat yesterday morning and 
asked for asylum in Israel. His friend, who was also a deserter, apparently 
drowned in the bay. 


The Iranian deserter said that he and his friend, also a soldier, had deserted 
their units on the Iraqi battlefront and had made their way to Iraq, where they 
hitched a ride with a truck that was driving to Al-'aqabah in Jordan. 


Yesterday morning, after arriving in Jordan, the two jumped into the Red Sea 
and swam toward Elat. Some 500 meters before getting to the Israeli beach 

one of them weakened, and his friend swam toward the coast to summon help. He 
reached the ship "Damon" and then turned himself in to the Elat Port authori- 
ties. 


Upon being notified of the event, the IDF and police rushed speedboats to the 
area and searches began in the bay. The searches were stopped at noon, and 
it is believed that the second deserter drowned. The deserter who turned 
himself in, called Yusuf, produced documents proving that he was a soldier in 
the Iranian Army. His interrogation continues. 
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ISRAEL 


SHAMIR TO PROPOSE NEW WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS 
TA121453 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 12 Feb 87 pp 1, 6 
[Report by Ilan Shehori, ‘Aqiva Eldar, Tzvi Bar‘el, and ‘Edna Aridor] 


[Excerpt] Shortly after his return from the United States, Prime Minister 
Yitzhaq Shamir will put before the government a proposal to establish new 
settlements in the West Bank, over and above the six settlements agreed upon 
in the coalition agreement. Shamir has decided to do this even before the 
Herut convention at the end of next month in order to reinforce his position 
opposite the camps of David Levi and Ari'el Sharon. 


Likud sources close to Shamir have confirmed this, explaining that he will 
base his proposal on the clause within the government's basic guidelines that 
states that decisions on new settlements must be approved by a government 
majority. Shamir believes that with the support of the religious ministers, 
he will gain a majority in favor of his proposal. If Vice Prime Minister 
Shim'on Peres thwarts the initiative by transferring it to the Inner Cabinet 
for debate, Shamir will be able to say that he did his best to continue the 
settlement momentum. 


A senior source in the Labor Party claimed last night that there is no chance 
of even one additional settlement in the West Bank being approved by a govern- 
ment in which Alignment ministers are partners. 
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ISRAEL 


SHAMIR FAVORS SETTLEMENT IN ALL ERETZ YISRA‘EL 
TA231422 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1100 GMT 23 Jan 87 


[Text] Prime Minister Yitzhaq Shamir rejects any possibility of dividing 
Eretz Yisra'el. The prime minister said it is inconceivable Jews would not 
be able to settle in all parts of Eretz Yisra'el, which is the homeland of 
the Jewish people. The prime minister addressed Jewish immigrants from the 
Soviet Union in Kefar Hamaccabiah in Ramat Gan today. Our correspondent 
Meron Tzur reports: 


[Begin recording] [Tzur] Prime Minister Yitzhaq Shamir rejects the debate 
about what is more important--strengthening either the development towns or 
the settlements in parts of Eretz Yisra‘el liberated, as he termed it, in 
the 6-day war. Shamir said there is no contradiction between the two, and 
we must spread our population out. 


[Shamir] There is still a lot of room in this country; we have the Galilee, 
the Negev, Judaea, and Samaria. The whole country should be full of Jews. 
This is important primarily from the strategic as well as the security and 
economic points of view. The country must not have narrow borders in certain 
places that can be cut across in less than 1 hour. 


[Tzur] Yitzhaq Shamir did not enter the political argument on how to solve 
the Eretz Yisra‘el problem and on Israel's commitments as stated in the Camp 
David agreements. He emphasized: 


[Shamir] However, there is one thing we must remember: It is inconceivable 
a Jew in Israel or abroad would agree to a Judenrhein [state devoid of Jews] 
in any part of Eretz Yisra‘'el [applause]. This is inconceivable. 


{[Tzur] Yitzhaq Shamir said it is inconceivable a proposal be raised in the 
negotiations with the Arabs by which Jews would be allowed to live in certain 
places, e.g. Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, but not in Gaza and Hebron. He added: 


[Shamir] Every Jew must understand this fundamental principle: The whole of 
Eretz Yisra'el is the homeland of the Jewish people. Jews can settle as they 
desire in every part of this country. [end recording] 
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ISRAEL 


USSR OFFICIAL CONFIRMS CHANGES IN EMIGRATION 
TA041204 Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 4 Feb 87 pp 1, 12 
[Report by the London correspondent ] 


[Text] "Vadim Zagladin, secretary of the Supreme Soviet Foreign Affairs 
Commission, told me: Next month the Soviet authorities will allow 500 Jews 
to emigrate, and this will become a permanent practice." This was said 
yesterday by British Member of Parliament Ivan Lawrence at the end of a 
meeting with Zagladin in London. 


Lawrence, a senior member of the House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee, 
told YEDI'OT AHARONOT that in his meeting with Zagladin, the Soviet authorities' 
attitude toward Soviet Jews was "thoroughly" discussed. According to him, 

the senior Soviet official confirmed changes in the Soviet Union's emigration 
policy are expected. 


Lawrence also said Zagladin had promised the Soviet authorities would react 
positively to the clemency requests submitted by prisoners of Zion who are 
serving their sentences. "Mr Zagladin told me there are some 20 prisoners 
convicted of Zionist activity imprisoned in the Soviet Union who have served 
part of their sentences. ‘We want to be humane’ Zagladin said, ‘and if they 
ask for clemency we will react positively.'" 
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ISRAEL 


JORDANIAN TV ‘CORRESPONDENT' INTERVIEWED 
Credentials Questioned 
FA061900 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1100 GMT 6 Feb 87 


[Excerpts] An Israeli-Arab journalist, who has presented himself as a 
Jordanian Television representative, was discovered last night, after Jordan 
Television aired an interview with Knesset member [MK] Yosi Sarid on its Hebrew 
newsreel. Let us hear Moti ‘Amir's report on the issue: 


Ziyad Darwish, an Arab-Israeli correspondent, appealed to the Government Press 
Office last week, seeking permission to obtain a journalist's certificate in 
his capacity as the official Jordanian Television representative in Israel. 

He got the forms for the request and was asked to produce a letter showing 
that he had been appointed the Jordanian Television representative. Our 
research indicates that Darwish has not yet submitted the necessary documents. 
It also transpires that the VISNEWS Agency in Israel has been providing the 
correspondent with production services. Ralph Nicholson, VISNEWS' director 

in Israel, said: We got a request from our main office in London to provide 
him with services. 


Ziyad Darwish is a familiar figure with IVSNEWS' camere crews since his days 
as a free-lance reporter for Israel Television's Arabic programs. 


Last night, the Jordanian television broadcast an interview with MK Yosi 
Sarid, filmed in the Knesset. 


To the best of MK Sarid's knowledge, the interview had been submitted for 
censorship before being sent to Jordan via a European country. It seems that 
Jordan Television will air another interview this evening, this time with 
MK's El‘azar Granot and Muhammad Watad [of MAPAM]. 


Whether or not he is an official representative of Jordan Television, the 


correspondent is meanwhile interviewing MK's in the Knesset building, and the 
interviews are aired on its programs. 
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[Announcer Arye Golan] Let us now interview journalist Ziyad Darwish. Since 
when have you been employed by Jordanian Television as its correspondent in 
Israel? 

[Darwish] Let me clarify some points: First of all, I am not an official 
Jordanian Television correspondent; I am a free-lance correspondent and just 
as I do work for the Jordanian television, I also work for other networks 
from all over the world. 

[Golan] Is this going to be a permanent arrangement, and will you send 
reports for that network's Hebrew cast? Last night they broadcast the inter- 
view with Sarid, and tonight two other interviews are scheduled. 


[Darwish] That is news to me, but I hope to be their official correspondent. 


[Golan] What kind of reportage are they interested in: Are they interested 
in everything that happens here or do they limit you to certain subjects? 


[Darwish] They do not confine me to certain subjects. They honestly want to 
hear everything and know everything. I think they have every right to this. 


[Golan] You are Israeli, and yet these broadcasts are, in the final analysis, 
propaganda broadcasts from an enemy country. How do you Live with that? 


[Darwish] I do not accept what you say that these are propaganda broadcasts. 
They are not. I believe that such a move can definitely contribute toward 
peace and advance normalization in our region. ‘The very fact that MK'‘s are 
interviewed for Jordan Television is important in itself. 

[Golan] How did Jordan Television find you? 


[Darwish] Very simply: Just as you did. 


[Golan] They must think you are a good correspondent. What are you working 
on now, what is your next report? 


[Darwish] For the moment we will continue to interview MK 


[Golan] Will you also interview rightist MK's such as Druckman or Yuval 
Ne'eman? 


[Darwish] Definitely. 

[Golan] And do you think they will air this? 
[Darwish] I hope they will agree. 

[Golan] Do they pay well? 

[Darwish] 1 would prefer not to answer that. 


[Golan] That means probably. Thank you very much, Ziyad Darwish. 
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Check Ordered on Jordan TV Interviews 
TA111741 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1600 GMT 11 Feb 87 


[Text] The prime minister has instructed that a check be made into interviews 
granted by several Knesset members to Jordan Television. Our political 
correspondent ‘Oded Ben-'ami reports that in a ministerial consultation today, 
Mr Shamir instructed a check into whether or not there are Jordan Television 
representatives in Israel, and whether or not the granting of interviews to 
the television station of an enemy country constitutes a break of the law. 


The head of the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee, Abba Eban, was 
interviewed for Jordan television yesterday. The interview will be broadcast 
in about a week. Abba Eban is the fourth Knesset member to be interviewed 
for Jordan Television. He told our correspondent that it is important for 
Jordanian viewers to know the official stance of Israel and not only that of 
the Israeli opposition. 


/9738 
CSO: 4400/145 


71 





ISRAEL 


ISRAEL-HUNGARY AVIATION LINE TALKS UNDER WAY 
TAO91307 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 9 Feb 87 p 2 
[Report by Inge Deutschkron] 


[Text] Contacts between Israel and Hungary have been under way for some time 
in preparation for the opening of direct aviation lines between Budapest and 
Tel Aviv. 


Knowledgeable sources say that the prospects for this are good because both 
parties are interested in opening such a line. Hungarian tourism to Israel 
has so far been hurt by the fact that Hungarian travelers received a foreign 
currency allocation of $300 every 2 years, most of which they must pay their 
travel tickets with. However, they can also pay in local currency when 
flying their national airline. Should the direct flights be established, the 
number of Hungarian visitors to Israel will increase. 


Difficulties arose during the negotiations when the Hungarians requested that 
Israeli tourists to Hungary be granted a discount on the travel tax, similar 
to that given to Israeli travelers to Romania. To date, Romania has been the 
only country behind the Iron Curtain to establish a direct aviation line to 
and from Israel, and has thus enjoyed a monopoly on tourism from the Eastern 
Bloc. This is why it is objecting to the granting of similar benefits to 
Hungary. 


/9738 
CSO: 4400/145 


72 





ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


GENERAL OR TO RESIGN--General Ori Or has reportedly decided to step down from 
the Israeli Army. The Voice of Israel's defense reporter says that Or will 
meet with Defense Minister Yitzhaq Rabin early next week to inform him of his 
decision. His decision to leave the army follows the appointment of Dan 
Shomron as the next chief of staff. [Text] [Jerusalem Domestic Service in 
English 1800 GMT 5 Feb 87 TA] /9738 


HONDURAN DENIES ISRAELI ACTIVITY--Carlos Orbin Montoya, president of the 
Honduran National Congress, yesterday categorically denied that Israel is 
active on Contra bases in Honduras. Speaking to the DAVAR correspondent, the 
National Congress president from Honduras said that a cordial and fraternal 
relationship is developing between Israel and his country. According to Orbin 
Montoya, the cooperation is mainly taking place in the fields of agriculture 
and industry. Orbin Montoya was the Knesset's guest yesterday and was pre- 
sent during the beginning of the budget debate. [Report by Knesset affairs 
correspondent Tova Tzimuqi] [Excerpt] [Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 3 Feb 87 

p 2 TA] /9738 


ISRAEL, POLAND NEGOTIATE COOPERATION--Israel and Poland will soon exchange 
trade attaches, and representatives of Polish companies will visit Israel 

to check out bilateral trade possibilities. This was reported to Stefan 
Graek, chairman of the World Federation of Jewish Fighters, during a meeting 
in Warsaw with the Polish deputy foreign minister and the director general of 
the Foreign Trade Ministry. [Text] [Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 
1800 GMT 3 Feb 87 TA] /9738 


INDIA BOYCOTTS ISRAEL--The Indian Government today officially announced that 
it would not permit the Israeli table tennis team to participate in the world 
tournament in New Delhi, which opens in about 2 weeks. All Indian representa- 
tives throughout the world have been instructed not to issue visas to members 
of the Israeli delegation. Our political correspondent ‘Oded Ben-'ami points 
out that the Foreign Ministry in Jerusalem has asked Israeli representations 
all over the world to talk with Indian representatives in an effort to change 
this decision. Some Western countries, including the United States, have 
similarly been asked to use their influence in New Delhi, asking that it not 
boycott Israel. The Israeli table tennis team is presently in a Budapest 
training camp. The Israeli Table Tennis Association will hold an emergency 
meeting tomorrow to discuss the situation. [Text] [Jerusalem Domestic 
Service in Hebrew 1800 GMT 3 Feb 87 TA] /9738 
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EEC LIFTS BOYCOTT--The EEC has lifted the boycott on the Civilian Administra- 
tion in the territories. Two personal envoys of EEC President Claude Cheysson 
met Shmu'el Goren, the coordinator of activities in the territories this week 
to discuss agricultural exports from the territories to Europe. To date the 
EEC had tried to establish direct contact with Arab exporters in the terri~ 
tories while circumventing the Civilian Administration. However, the 
coordinator of activities in the territories told Cheysson's envoys of 

Israel's condition that these contacts should be coordinated with it and that 
aid should not be extended to negative elements. [Text] [Jerusalem Television 
Service in Hebrew 1900 GMT 5 Feb 87 TA] /9738 


PLANE SALE TO CHINA--Senior Israel Aircraft Industries representatives have 
been visiting China since 1979--this is reported in the latest edition of the 
British magazine MILAVNEWS. The magazine notes that the Israeli visits have 
still not resulted in major deals. According to the magazine, Israel has 
offered to sell China the Lavi plane, among other things. So far Israel has 
apparently managed to sell the Chinese communication systems, night vision 
systems, 105-mm artillery pieces which have been fitted to Chinese tanks, and 
shells. [Report by Alex Fishman] [Text] [Tel Aviv HADASHOT in Hebrew 10 
Feb 87 p 3 TA] /9738 


NEW STATE COMPTROLLER--The new state comptroller is Ya'aqov Maltz. The 
Knesset House Committee has decided by a large majority to recommend to the 
president that the job of state comptroller be given to Tel Aviv District 


Court Judge Ya'aqov Maltz. [Excerpt] [Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 
1300 GMT 3 Feb 87 TA] /9738 


WINDMILL ENERGY DEVELOPMENTS--The Energy and Infrastructure Ministry has 
recently been accepted as a member of the European Association for Wind Energy. 
This association includes large organizations that are active in the wind 
energy sphere in a majority of European countries. Three windmills are already 
active in Israel; they are connected to the national electricity network on 
the Golan, in the Galilee, and in the Gilboa' area, and their overall output 

is about 500 kilowatts. A wind-energy farm will shortly be built in western 
Galilee with dozens of windmills. According to plan, the output of windmills 
in Israel will reach about 40 megawatts by the end of the present decade. 
[Text] [Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1800 GMT 1 Feb 87 TA] /9738 
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LEBANON 


AL-"ARIFI DESCRIBES SITUATION INSIDE AL-RASHIDIYAH CAMP 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 4-10 Feb 87 pp 20-23 


[Interview with Shaykh Muhammad al-'Arifi, secretary of the Islamic Front, by 
Rabi Kabbarah: "Testimony of Someone Who Has Come Out of al-Rashidiyah: 
Those Under Siege Are Living on Weeds, Do Not rven Have Salt"; at Shaykh al- 
‘Arifi's home in Sidon, date not given] 


[Text] Shaykh Muhammad al-'Arifi lived more than 38 days with those under 
Siege in al-Rashidiyah Camp. His testimony is therefore as close as possible 
to the reality. He is a man impartial and objective in his judgments. When 
AL-MAJALLAH's Beirut correspondent met with him, he spoke with deep feeling 
about the suffering of the camp's inhabitants under the siege imposed by the 
Amal movement. He spoke about the death of children from lack of milk and 
touched on the absence of supplies and food. He spoke at length about how the 
residents of the camp were resorting to eating weeds to stay alive; even salt 
was not to be had. 


The testimony of Shaykh Muhammad al-'Arifi is the testimony of a religious 
scholar neutral in the fight. It is sincere and full of human stories so 
realistic that they are difficult to believe. The following presents part of 
the sad reality within the besieged camp, as told by Shaykh al-'‘Arifi. 


Al-Rashidiyah Camp is dying slowly. Its life is bleeding away from hunger and 
from shelling. This is what Shaykh Muhammad al-'‘Arifi stated to the 
representative of AL-MAJALLAH, when she met him at his home in Sidon. 


Shaykh Muhammad al-'Arifi, secretary of the Islamic Front, entered the camp in 
the company of the special delegate of Iran, Shaykh ‘Isa al-Tabatava'i, to 
guarantee the entry of the first quantity of supplies into the camp on i12 
December 1986 (no other supplies have been brought in). Because of the horror 
of what they saw in the camp, the two of them decided to remain and seek 
shelter until the lifting of the siege. On the 17th of the current month, 
Shaykh al-'Arifi left the camp because of his mother's death. Shaykh al- 
Tabataba'i is still inside, making appeal after appeal for the lifting of the 
siege. 


Shaykh Muhammad al-'Arifi is 30 years old and slim in figure. He was 
imprisoned by the Israelis in Ansar and then in 'Atlit prison in Israel for 16 
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months: In the middle of 1985 he was released in the context of a prisoner 
exchange operation. 


With al-Rashidiyah Camp still under siege and a target of shelling after 116 
days, we met Shaykh al-‘Arifi so that he could tell us what he had _ lived 
through during 38 days inside the besieged camp, where lack of milk has led to 
the death of eight infants between the ages of 4 and 10 months. 


[Question] Shaykh Muhammad, could you introduce the Islamic Front to us? 


[Answer] The Islamic Front was founded after I came out of the Zionist 
enemy's prisons ('Atlit prison) in the summer of 1985. It has as members a 
number of scholars active in the Islamic field, both Sunni and Shiite: for 
example, Shaykh Mahir Hammuc, Shaykh Ghazi Hunayni, Shaykh ‘Abdallah al- 
Hallaq, and other scholars who had a hand in confronting Israel. The front is 
not a political party. Instead, it is open to all Muslims who want to commit 
tiiemselves to the line of Islamic resistance and to the line of holy war to 
liberate all of Lebanon and purify the noble city of Jerusalem from 
occupation. 


The existence of this front is presently limited to Sidon and the South. We 
hope that it will expand, not only within the borders of Lebanon, but also 
beyond them through international Islamic initiatives. 


[Question] Why did you enter al-Rashidiyah Camp? Afterwards, why did you 
remain and seek shelter inside it? 


[Answer] In our Islamic initiatives, we do not favor one group over another. 
We act in the interest of all, because Islam is for all. When this war of 
civil strife began in al-Rashidiyah Camp late in September 1986, we set out 
for a number of areas. We entered the Shiite district of Harat Sayda and al- 
Ghaziyah to assure the residents of the safety of their lives and property. 
Our goal was an attempt to bring the sides together and defuse the civil 
strife that had been kindled by Jewish agents among people of one religion and 
one cause. Our recent entry into al-Rashidiyah Camp on 12 December took place 


on that basis. Among the goals of our entry were: 


1. An attempt to restrain the military situation from inside the camp, so 
that this restraint might lead to a halt to shelling from outside the camp. 
We would thus have begun to set our feet on the beginning of the road to. the 
solution we all seek. Thank God, part of this goal was realized. Firing from 
inside the camp stopped, if I cannot say 100 percent, than at least 99 
percent. Unfortunately, however, firing from outside the camp did not stop. 


2. Consoling the people, raising their morale, and giving them endurance-- 
bereaved mothers, widowed wives, orphaned children, bent old men, nursing 
children. In order for the scholar or official really to feel the pains of 
others, he must suffer as they suffer, go hungry as they go hungry, and be 
with them so that the shells fall on him and on them. Someone far away from 
the tragedy may become upset, but not like someone who lives it. Our presence 
inside the camp led to everyone's gathering around us, officials, soldiers, 
and civilians, and to a decision to comply with everything we said. Indeed, 
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if anyone was stricken by misfortune, he would turn immediately to us. As 
soon as he heard what we had to say, his heart would be put to rest, his mind 
reassured, and his nerves would relax. 


3. Bringing true information and the real facts, without addition or 
subtraction, to the scholars and officials acting abroad to quell the civil 
strife, and cooperating with them to give the reconciliation initiative a 
powerful thrust forward. 


Emigration and Suffering 


[Question] Whet was the situation during the 38 days you spent inside the 
camp: the situation of the people, daily life? 


[Answer ] With the first truce that followed the Dimascus agreement on 5 
October, a large part of the people of al-Rashidiyah Camp left for other 
Camps, especially for Sidon. Nevertheless, the number of those still in the 
camp exceeds 15,000, «t least. The condition of these is going from bad to 
worse. I will try to describe it exactly and on all levels. Perhaps this 
will give the world a picture of the desperate suffering being experienced by 
the residents of this camp that has been under siege since 30 September 1986. 


The security situation: Every day, and throughout the period of my presence 
within the camp, shells were raining down on the camp. No house within the 
camp can be considered safe. All the different kinds of shells are falling, 
from direct shells, to mortar shells, and even whistling rockets, though their 
number decreased while we were inside. There are houses that have been blown 
from their sites and no longer exist. Type-23 bullets are being used against 
the camp. They resemble shells and are an anti-aircraft weapon whose use 
against houses or people is forbidden by international law. What I learned 
about the kinds of weapons is based on what I experienced in the camp; I am 
recording the events of my daily life there. When the children inside the 
camp have a moment of calm to play (the shells rain down intermittentiy and 
unexpectecly, rather than all the time), they take refuge in a ruined building 
and pelt each other with bombs of sand. Every day, a number of people are 
killed. During the time I was there, I counted 22 people killed and nearly 50 
wounded, in addition to a number of people taken prisoner. 


[Question] How can one be taken prison when the camp is under siege? 


[Answer ] Recently, with the exhaustion of crops within the camp and nearby 
areas, obtaining them requires that one go a little distance away. For 4 days 
we forbade it. Afterwards, the people crowded around us and said: "What is 
to be done? There is no longer anything edible in our houses. Better for us 
to be killed by bullets than to die of hunger!" So we allowed them to move 
about a little in an attempt to obsain food. In this way, they became exposed 
to running into ambushes and to being either killed or taken prisoner. There 
wer: some elements less cruel who would return them to the camp, saying, 
"Anyone but us would have imprisoned you or killed you." You cannot imagine 
how tight the siege of this camp is. In spite of all this, there is no firing 
from inside the camp. We were able, thank God, to control the reactions that 
extreme pain and sadness bring as a consequence. We were able to close the 
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breach before such things happened. To give you an example: One day, we were 
praying the sunset prayer in one of the houses. (Yes, prayer takes place in 
houses, since the mosque has been hit by dozens of shells and the minaret has 
been destroyed. We also forbade the Friday prayer and congregational prayer 
out of fear for the people; everyone prays at home, but we allowed them to 
gather between the noon and afternoon prayers, as well as between the sunset 
and evening prayers.) Suddenly, while we were praying, a shell landed and hit 
a house. It killed two children, the first 1 year old, and his brother 16 
years old, and wounded the four sisters. After I had prayed over the infant 
and the boy and had covered them, the head of the family arrived. He had heen 
out of the house. He was a young man of 20. When he learned of the disaster, 
he went crazy. He picked up his gun, and a group of young men gathered around 
him ready to destroy the position that had fired the shell. I rushed toward 
him, grabbec him by his clothes, and recited some Qur'anic verses to him and 
some blessed directives from the Prophet. I commanded him to have patience 
and said that the religious scholars have held that one should not react in 
such a manner, even if the disaster is of such magnitude. Tears poured from 
his eyes. He bowed his head and said, "Surely we belong to God, and unto Him 
we return." (Qur'an 2:156) This is one of many similar incidents. 


(Shaykh al-'Arifi continues: ) 


As for supplies: How can I describe it, and how can I express what I saw? 
Sixty percent of the camp's houses are on the ground, destroyea. The meaning 
cannot be imagined. Let me tell you: You go into their homes and you don't 
even find salt! I am not talking about rice or sugar or flour. I am saying 
to you that you don't even find salt. A few days after I entered the camp, 
the people were eating nothing but weeds: wiid chicory, endive, coriander, 
thistles, and the like. They were ea’ing radishes and onions and lemons, but 
10 days before I left the camp, these crops and plants had been exhausted 
inside the camp and from the nearby areas. During the rinal period, how many 
people were killed, wounded, or capturea while attempting to obtain a little 
of them! 


Once I was walking near the camp cemetery, and I came across an 8-year old 
girl. I asked her name, and she said, "Ahlam" ("Dreams"). About what she was 
doing there she said: "I am looking for thistle plants." The plants in the 
cemetery are dirty, and there is a lot of garbage around them. I asked her, 
"Why don't you go to the places where there are a lot of big, clean thistles?" 
She answered, sadly, "There is no more in the areas close by. The others are 
far away and lie near the Amal area. I don't want to ask my young brothers to 
get them and get killed. I can't go to gather them, because a gunner does not 
distinguish between a soldier and a little girl." I looked at the nearby sea 
and remembered the 14-year old girl over whose body I had prayed the day 
before. A gunner had hit her in the head. They had carried her from _ the 
orange orchard. Several days have passed since I came out, but while I talk 
to you I still feel the dizziness that overcame me from hunger--and what c= 
those who are still suffering after nearly 115 days! 


[Question] What about obtaining provisions by sea? 


[ Answer |} During the first period, it was possible to sneak in from that 








direction. Recently, however, the Israclis have started to watch the area 
closely. 


[Question] What about fishing in the sea? The camp is next to the sea. 


[Answer ] There is absolutely no possibility. The shore is within range of 
the gunners, and even the shells sometimes reach the beach. Some tall 
buildings to the east make the shore open to shooting. Also, the nature of 
the shore--sandy, not stony--does not permit fishing with hook and line, 
unless one wades out into deep water. One might possibly fish with dynamite. 
However, when the besiegers hear the sound of it exploding, they know that 
someone is fishing, and the shells start landing. The people of the camp told 
me about a young man--it was before I entered--who tried to fish this way. He 
set off dynamite and swam out to gather the fish. He never returned. A few 
days later, the current carried his body to shore at Tyre. The siege around 
the camp is from all directions: south, east, north, and west. Three days 
before I left the camp, I was returning with a few young men to the place I 
was staying, after having prayed over the body of a martyr hit by a _ shell. 
His limbs had been blown off and he had no head. Suddenly a boy 7 years old 
ran toward me, shouting, "Uncle! Uncle!" and grabbing hold of me. I kissed 
him on the head, and then his mother caught up with him and pulled him away by 
the hand, saying, "Leave your uncle the shaykh alone. He has enough sorrows 
to bear already." But the little boy insisted, saying, "I want to talk to 
Uncle. I love him." I asked the mother to let him. He said, "I want to 
speak to you alone." I went off with him a little ways. He put his mouth 
close to my ear and whispered, "I haven't eaten bread for a long time. Will 
you bring me a loaf?" I started trembling. How could I bring him any, when I 
myself had no bread? Someone who doesn't have something can't give it! 


[Question] What about the supplies that were brought in some time ago? 


[Answer] I sent information to many religious scholars and to officials about 
the amounts that had been brought in. They were enough to cover 1 day's needs 
for the inhabitants of the camp. Under the supervision of devoted people we 
chose, the distribution of the material was orderly and just. To give you an 
example, the flour: the head of a family composed of 15 people received his 
Share of flour, and after it was prepared at home, he had 11 loaves. He 
agreed with his wife to consume two loaves a day, so that it would last them 3 
or 4 days. According to the testimony of doctors in the camp and of many 
trustworthy witnesses, no fewer than eight infants, ranging from 4 to _ 10 
months in age, died from lack of milk in their mothers’ breasts or in their 
homes. 


(Shaykh al-'Arifi concluded by saying:) As for health, there is no hospital 
within the camp. They say that when they tried to build a hospital before the 
grievous events, the Amal movement in Tyre prevented them, claiming that 
building a hospital meant preparation for starting a battle. There are two 
doctors in the camp. One of them is originally from al-Buss Camp and was 
trapped by events in al-Rashidiyah. Most’ of the wounded die of their wounds. 


Imagine the meaning of waiting while a wounded person to dies Slowly in front 
of your eyes over the course of several days, and you can give him nothing 


except tears. It is heartbreaking and soul-shattering to see mos 
wounded die in this way. 8 ost of the 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


CAMPAIGNS ORGANIZED TO APPREHEND VIOLATORS OF LABOR LAW 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 22 Jan 87 p 4 
[Article by 'Abd-a.-Munsif Shakar] 


[Text ]--Dubayy. During the first investigational campaign organized by the 
Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs in the new year, 1987, 111 foreign workers 
were arrested for violating labor law and laws governing residence in the 
country. The campaign covered markets and places of work in Abu Dhabi and 
al-"'Ayn. It lasted 3 days, and was carried out in cooperation with the Minis- 
try of the Interior, The violators who had been arrested were turned over to 
the Ministry of the Interior for legal measures to be taken against them. 


A responsible source in the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs stated that 

the ministry had organized an investigational campaign to investigate foreign 
workers and arrest those violating the law. Labor investigators in the minis- 
try took part in this campaign, in cooperation with police forces from the 
Ministry of the Interior. The campaign lasted 2 days, last Saturday and Sun- 
day, in the city of Abu Dhabi, and covered a number of work places and many of 
the markets. On the first day the campaign resulted in the arrest of 63 workers 
who had violated labor law and residency laws. On the second day of the cam- 
paign, 30 more violators were arrested. 


On the third day, the campaign moved to the city of al-'Ayn, where a number of 
markets and work places were searched, and 18 violators were arrested, The 
violators that had been caught in the campaign were turned over to the Ministry 
of the Interior after the Ministry of Labor had finished interrogating them, as 
a first step towards their deportation, 


Most of the violations were running away from the original sponsor and working 
for someone other than the sponsor, and domestic servants working at jobs in 
various firms. A number of people who had sneaked into the country were also 
apprehended. 


The source confirmed that the ministry is continuing its plan to organize in- 
vestigational campaigns in all of the emirates and regions of the state in 
order to apprehend workers in violation of the law and to take legal measures 
against them, so as to stabilize the labor market in the state. 


12547/12859 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


ECONOMIC COOPERATION WITH BRITAIN, GERMANY DISCUSSED 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 21 Jan 87 p 16 
[Article by Suliayl al-'Abdul] 


[Text ]--Al-Shariqah. Officials of al-Shariqah's chamber met yesterday with 
members of a delegation from the chamber of commerce and industry of Cardiff, 
Wales in Britain. The delegation was headed by Mr (Bert Cainer), director of 
trade missions in the British chamber, 


During the meeting, Mr 'Abd-al-Razzaq al-Hajiri, director general of the 
chamber, brought up the aspects of economic cooperation between the Emirates 
and Britain, and ways of ensuring the development of this cooperation. 


The nature of the British delegation's mission was fully explained by the head 
of the delegation, which represented industries involved in drilling and com- 
munications equipment, building materials, textiles, medicines, and pharmaceut- 
ical preparations. During the meeting, the British official acquainted himself 
with the facts of economic development in the Emirate of al-Shariqah, through 
the comprehensive statistics available from the chamber and the trade directory, 
which the chamber had recently issued. 


The two sides stressed the importance of cooperation between the two chambers 
in various fields, especiaily in the area of exchanging information, printed 
matter, and periodicals put out by the chambers, because of the role that that 
would play in developing trade exchange and learning about modern, productive 
industries, 


The delegation also met with several businessmen and merchants in al-Shariqah 
at their places of business, where talks were held between the two sides on 
areas of cooperation and increasing the volume of trade between the two 
countries, 


According to statistics released by the chamber, the total value of the state's 
imports from the United Kingdom in 1983 was more than 3.178 billion dirhams, 
while the amount of the state's imports that came by way of al-Shariqah from 
the United Kingdom during the same year was more than 179 million dirhams. 
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Mr 'Abd-al-Razzaq al-Hajiri also met with Mr (Lots Matius), counselor at the 
consulate of the Federal Republic of Germany in Dubayy. He discussed coordin- 
ating cooperation between the chamber and the consulate in order to work on 
amicably solving the problems that had arisen among merchants in both countries. 
The German official also acquainted himself with the activity of the chamber, 
its areas of jurisdiction, and the progress that the economy of al-Shariqah had 
made during the past 10 years, thanks to the ciose-knit efforts among the de- 
partments connected to al-Shariqah, and at the international level. 


According to the chamber's statistics, the value of the state's imports from 
the Federal Republic of Germany in 1983 was about 2.222 billion dirhams, of 
which. eee 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


ECONOMIC JOINT VENTURE WITH SUDAN--The board of directors of the Emirates and 
Sudan Company have decided to begin the implementation of two projects, The 
first is a poultry project in northern al-Jazirah province, carried out in 
cooperation with the government of the Central Region, It will have a produc- 
tive capacity of 100,000 chickens a year, and cost 20 million Sudanese pounds. 
The second is the modernization and expansion of the Red Sea Hotel in Port 
Sudan. It will be carried out with other parties at a cost of 20 million 
Sudanese pounds, [Text] [Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic p 16] 12547/12859 
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AFGHANISTAN 


STINGERS PROVIDING MORAL BOOST TO MUJAHIDIN 
Paris LIBERATION in French 24-25 Jan 87 p 15 
[Article by Almerigo Grilz] 


[Text] American leaders remain skeptical about Soviet intentions 2 weeks 
after the startup of the ceasefire proposed to Resistance fighters by Afghan 
authorities. Moreover, it was learned Thursday that Washington is urging the 
Pakistanis to remain very firm with Kabul in the coming indirect negotiations 
in Geneva between Pakistan and Afghanistan. There is information leading one 
to think that Pakistan would be willing to "make certain sacrifices" in order 
to speed up the peaceful settlement of a conflict that is costing this neigh- 
bor of Afghanistan's dearly. The Pakistani minister of foreign affairs has 
nevertheless indicated that no progress was registered concerning the setting 
of a withdrawal of Soviet troops at the time of the visit to Islamabad this 
week of the USSR's deputy minister of foreign affairs, Anatoly Kovalev. In 
addition, the Afghan ambassador to India has just stated that the communists 
were ready to organize general elections and are reportedly ready to withdraw 
in case of defeat of the government. 


Nangahar (Afghanistan)--On the first day of the unilateral ceasefire proposed 
to the Resistance by Kabul, Afghan defense leaders presented to Western news- 
men last week what they believe to be "flagrant proof" of American "meddling" 
in the conflict. This proof consisted of two American ground-to-air Stinger 
missiles and a third British-made Blowpipe. 


In fact, the Resistance -- or at least mujahidin belonging to several Resis- 
tance movements -- have in recent months acquired such remote-controlled 
missiles with a range of some 8 km, after receiving suitable training at 
their rear bases in Pakistan. These very sophisticated weapons can explain 
the high number of losses of Afghan planes recently given by Western diplo- 
matic sources in Pakistan, for only the Stingers can effectively fight the 
MI24 helicopters, the Migs and other Sukois of the Afghan Air Force. 


Whatever the case, the mere word "Stinger" has become the best known English 
expression in the areas "liberated" by the underground. Fighting which I 
witnessed at the end of 1986 in the Nangahar region in the east proves it: 
The villagers surrounded soldiers preparing to fire. The latter had nothing 
but praise for the nearly magical qualities of their missiles. 
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The Stingers reportedly arrived in the field in small quantities at the be- 
ginning of October, according to one leader of the Hezbi-i-Islami Party, 

which heads up the holy war in the region of Djallalabad, capital of Nangahar. 
"The first day, we shot down four helicopters near the city," he says. The 
result: total panic among the Soviets and government troops. And a l-week 
suspension of flights with Kabul. 


After climbing a hill some 6 km from the city, along with Maj Kari Reduanallah, 
I could see that the Soviet-Afghan pilots are now very cautious. Helicopters 
take off one after the other in order to protect one another in case of attack 
by Stingers and fly very low, probably to escape these missiles’ electronic 
remote-control system. Experts say that hitting the target is much more diffi- 
cult when the plane is low. "For the first time in 7 years of fighting, we 
can shoot down planes and helicopters anywhere with these new missiles, which 
are also easy to transport to different bases," the mujahidin who now have 

such weapons happily state. 


During 23 days of traveling with the underground, I saw helicopters flying 

by day over areas controlled by the guerrillas only rarely. Generally speak- 
ing, the planes of the Kabul Army try to follow the main roads where they 

can take on fuel at the different government posts. 


The acquisition of the Stingers has real influence on the morale of the sol- 
diers. They can now boast of being able to protect rural zones and the villa- 
gers who had previously lived in the fear of air bombings in reprisal for 
attacks by the Resistance. The city of Djallalabad is now almost encircled 

by Resistance troops equipped with Stingers. A dozen have reportedly been 
taken to the region of Sourhoud west of the populated area and others have 
arrived in the Kashman Mountains in the west. Finally, in Ciapryha in the 
south, the mujahidin have also used these missiles since the return of their 
commanding officer from Pakistan, where he underwent training. 


Experts on the Afghan question note that one must not overestimate the role 

of the Stingers in the war either, even if their arrival represents a certain 
turning point. Actually, only a few dozen missiles have reached Afghanistan 
and only certain regions. 


The fundamentalists of the Hezbi-i-Islami of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar were reportedly 
the first to receive them thanks to their solid support in the Pakistani Army, 
with that country responsible for "distributing" the American aid to the 
underground soldiers. But this distribution is not exactly equitable and 
remains largely dependent on the requirements of domestic policy and sporadic 
decisions by a given lobby. Other important parties of the Resistance never- 
theless receive the weapons, such as the Jamiat-I-Islami, to which the famous 
Major Massoud from the Panjshir Valley belongs, as well as the Hezb of Khales. 
"We are preparing for a long war," says Abdul Haq, the famous commanding officer 
of the Kabul region. ‘We have to understand that there is no single weapon 

that can give us victory. The mujahidin are now very enthusiastic about the 
Stingers, but we cannot forget that the Soviets may develop electronic systems 
capable of making these missiles less effective. Then we are back to scratch." 
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INDIA 


ANALYST WRITES ON INDO-PAKISTAN BORDER TENSION 


Pakistan Troops Mass 


Madras THE HINDU in English 18 Jan 87 p 1 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text } 


, Quarters in 


NEW DELHI, Jan. 18. 

The Indian and the Pakistan armies and air 
forces, deployed on either side of the lengthy 
land border are conducting their war games 
on a relatively lower scale to avoid misap- 
prehensions about their scope and purpose to 
the extent possible in-the present tense situa- 
tion. 


There is no tacit agreement as such to re- 


duce thé level or duration of these exercises, 
but a sort of voluntary restraint is being ex- 
ercisea to keep them within mutually accept- 
able limits with a view to averting the danger of 
an unintended confrontation. 

Winter exercises: Apart from the normal win- 
ter exercises conducted every year after the har- 
vesting season, the Indian y carries on 
large-scale military manoeuvres every three 
years to test the preparedness of its forces. On 
each such occasion, whether it is an annual 
event or a triennial exercise, the Director-Gene- 
ral of eng © gang at the Army Head- 

lhi keeps his Pakistani coun- 
terpart at the general uarters in Rawa- 
ipindi notified well in advance about the extent, 
duration and location of these manoeuvres. 

After the conclusion of the annual exercises 
in different sectors, the Indian Army started pre- 
paring for the much bigger triennial war games 
in Rajasthan, where there are large uninhabited 
Or sparsely populated areas for mechanised mili- 
tary movements without causing much a 
to the crops or interruption to the civilian life. 
These exercises are admittedly on a larger 
scale involving several divisions, besides many 
squadrons of aircraft, but not at a level to 
cause any genuine concern in Pakistan about 
India's intentions. 

The Government of Pakistan had utilised 
these exercises as a pretext to make large-scale 
military movements all along the border and 
massing its strategic reserves in vital sec- 
tors from Jammu and Kashmir thr Punjab 
to Sind, followed by a merked int 
air activity in en apparent display of its military 
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preparedness presumably to divert the atten- 
tion of its people from internal unrest. As a pre- 
lude to these military movements, the Pakistan 
press started publishing highly exaggerated 
stories of Indian preparations to intimidate or 


. even attack Pakistan. 


Pattern of deployments: The pattern of Pakis- 
tani deployments indicated quite clearly that 
the new troop dispositions were not intended 


for conducting routine military exercises, but 
for moving forward its main torces much closer 
to the border at several strategic points. 

The five corps formations had been activat- 
ed and the reserve —_ consisting of two 
armoured and two infantry divisions augment- 
ed with some units drawn from Quetta and 
NWFP where they were supposed to be facing 
the Soviet troops in Afghanistan. 

The Indian defence experts would not have 
attached undue importance even to these 
large-scale military movements in Pakistan, des- 
pite the fact that the troop deployments have 


been at a much higher level than justified by the 
need for normal annual exercises. But after com- 
pleting these manoeuvres in November-De 

cember, the Patistan Army has decided to 
keep all its activated strike divisions at their for- 
ward positions. 

The Pakistan authorities have been trying to 
explain away the continued presence of their 
strike divisions at the battle stations, saying that 
they will remain at their forward positions, and 
continue to exercise until the Indian Army has 
completed its triennial \ ar games in Rajasthan 
and withdrawn its troops to their previous !oca- 
tions. But the Indian Army is treating this Pakis- 
tani explanation as no more than an alibi for 
moving forward the bulk of its armed forces to 
the indian borders all along from Jammu and 
Kashmir to Rajasthan. 


The Pakistan Army's northern reserves used 
to conduct their training exercises normally in 


‘the Jhelum-Chenab salient, but this year they 


moved down to the Chenab-Rav' corridor and 
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are now stationed in the Shakargarh sector op- 
posite to Gur and Pathankot districts on 
the Indian side. ilarly, the Pakistan Army's 
southern reserves are now facing the Sur- 
oe ed area in Rajasthan. 

Pakistan Army and Air Force have also 


“cancelled leave. stopped ail postings and suspen- 


ded routine turn-over of units between different 

corps commands, besides activating the para- 

military formations. The ammunition stocks are 

being built up at forward field depots and oil 
ies augmented at strategic points. 


With a strength of roughly 650,000 men the 
Pakistan Army is organised into two armoured 
and 20 ran divisions besides many inde- 
pendent brig and specialised units. Almost 
16 of these 22 divisions are deployed along 


India’s borders from Jammu and Kashmir 
through Punjab to Rajasthan with hardly three 
divisions facing the Russians on the Afghan 


front. 

: The Government of India regards 
this large-scale mobilisation of the Pakistan 
army as a totally unjustified over-reaction to the 
triennial Indian Army exercise in Rajasthan 
code-named “Exercise Brasstacks” which did 
not evoke any great concer, when it wes con: 
ducted in 1983 more or less on the same scale 
and at the same location ofter advance notifica- 
tion. 

It has been decided to conduct this exercise 
which is already going on for a shorter duration 
to prevent an intensification of Indo-Pakistan ten- 
sions. And Pakistan, too, is under some pres- 
sure to pull back its troops from their battle sta- 
tions to their earlier positions. 


Indian Response Told 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text] 


NEW DELHI, Jan. 23. 

A grave crisis has developed on the Indo-Paki- 
stan borders with one of the two main strike 
forces of Pakistan crossing the Sutlej and 
moving opposite to the Abohar-Fazilka sector 
in Ferozepur area in the last few days, compel- 
ling India to make comparable troop move- 
ments to prevent any surprise attack by Pakis- 
tan. 

The Defence Ministry was able to confirm 
only on Wednesday night that 1 armoured divi- 
sion and 37 infantry division which were in the 
Rahim Yar Khan area had moved closer to the 
Indian border and taken up offensive positions. 

The Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, was 
told about these military movements on Pakis- 
tan side and he called a meeting of the Politicai 
Affairs Committze of the Cabinet yesterday to 
review the situation. The Government ordered 
the Defence Ministry to place the army on full 
alert and take appropriate counter-measures to 
forestall any possible military moves by Pakis- 
tan. The Indian Air Force also has been placed 
on operational alert with orders to move its squa- 
drons to forward bases. 


U.S., USSR envoys informed 


The Pakistan Ambassador, Mr. Humayun 
Khan, was summoned to the Exterral Affairs 
Ministry today by the Minister of State, Mr. K. 
Natwar Singh, and told in no uncertain terms 
that India would be compelled to move its for- 
ces to the borders in all sectors if Pakistan did 
not withdraw its two main strike forces, led by 
an armoured division each along with the usual 
complement of infantry formations in the Shakar- 

h ~—— facing Gurdaspur district and the 
Rbohar azilka area in Ferozepur district. 

The American ambassador, Mr. John Gunth- 

er Dean, and the Soviet ambessador, Mr. Vas- 


sily Rykov, have been kept informed of these 
ny ey military moves by Pakistan. They 
ve been told that the main southern strive 
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formation of the Pakistan army now massed 
opposite the Abohar-Fazilka sector is being 
supplemented by a support group of five or six 
armoured regiments and infantry units that 
have been deployed in the Rahim Yar Khan 
area as a back up reserve force. 


In the Shakargarh bulge facing Gurdaspur dis. 
trict, the second Pakistani strike formation con- 
sisting cf 6 Armoured division and 17 Infantry 
division which are normally stationed in the 
Jhelum-Guirat area have moved forward and 
taken up tactical positions which would enable 
this invasion force to make a southward thrust 
into Indian Punjab or fan out northwards to 
Jammu and then to Akhnoor-Chamb to pose a 
threat to India’s line of communications with 
Kashmir. 


In addition to these two main strike forma- 
tions now massed in the Shakargarh bulge and 
opposite to the Abohar-Fazilka salient. the Pakis 
tan army has deployed all along the border as 
many as 14 other infantry divisions organised in 
five corps in defensive positions. A formidable 
force of almost 19 divisions has now moved for- 
ward from its normal stations in all the sectors 
from Jammu and Kashmir through Punjab to Raja 
sthan, leaving behind elements of barely two di- 
visions on the North-West Frontier and Baluchis- 
tan. 


Warlike situation 


In the face of this grave development. the Ind- 
ian army is now moving to forward positions all 
~— Punjab borders and. if Pakistan does 
not the Indian warning and start with- 
drawing its main strike formations from the Sha 
kargarh bulge and the Abosiar-Fazilka area in 
the next 24 hours, Indian troops will siart taki 
up defensive positions a the borders a 
Jammu and Kashmir as wel! as Rajasthan A 
warlike situation is thus developing rapidly all 
along the border. although there is no imminent 
threat of a major confiagration 





Element of bluff 


These heavy troop movements that are 


taking place by air, road and rail will inevitably . 


involve cancellation of some train services and 


fields activated, although ‘its main 
are back at their bases. Pekistan 
moved.out to the sea, which would 


Itis h unlikely that Pakistan will heed the 
= rt start withdrawing _ its 


Indian warning 


southern strike force from the Abohar-Fazilka 
or within the stipulated time-limit. Though 


sect 
-_ has not issued an ultimatum, the unmistak- 


tone of its insistence that this strike force 
should withdraw to the western side of the 
Sutlej leaves no room at all for any facile as- 
sumption on Pakistan's part that India is not like- 
ly to take suitable action to contain this threat. 
There are roughly half a million troops now 
massed by Pakistan all along the border in 
both offensive and defensive positions. The Ind- 
lan defence Chiefs are quite confident of 
meeting this threat with the superior forces at 
their command despite the fact that two 
armoured divisions and several infantry di- 
visions are now tied up in Southern Rajasthan 
for their triennial exercise which may be curtail- 
ed depending on the exigencies of the border 


Ball in Pak. court 

The Director-Genere! of Mili operations 
at the Army headquarters in Delhi, who has 
been in touch over the hotline with his coun- 


quarters in Rawalpindi, has made this position 
clear to him. The ball is now in Pakistan's ° 


Pakistan Offer Accepted 
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[Article by G.K. Reddy ] 


[Text] 


@ press conference, he neither confirm- 
67 por Genied that one of the :wo main strike forces 
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The Pakistan Ambassador who had been in close 
touch with his Government since yesterday said that 
Army had taken no more than the stan- 
dard precautions that would be required to meet the 
unprecedented concentration of both Infantry and 
armoured formations for this single biggest ever ex- 
ercise, which India the capability to pose a 
grave threat to the security of Pakistan. . 
After an emergency meeting of the Defence Com- 
mittee of the Pakistan Cabinet in Islamabad last night, 
the Indian Ambassador, Mr. S. : ogee e 
moned to the Foreign Ministry inister 
, in Noorani, and told that Pakistan was 
with India at any level 
and in deescaiate this crisis, while re- 
ing ge that the present tension had been 
prougit sbout be the Indien decision to hold tts trien- 
ise this year on an unprecedented 
scale that was totally — — present situa- 
tion. This late meeting ian envoy was 
Siecoaih ies aiianeh aiteaaien ae Up tat to ty 
the Directors-General of Mi operations with his 
indian counterpart in Delhi offering similar assur- 
ances, while repeating the same accusations. 


é 
2 
A] 





troops are now moving to their defensive tions 
along the Mica, Chantn Munawar Tawi and 
Jammu sectors to the Rajasthan and Kutch areas 
down the line. 

The Pakistan Ambassador was told yesterday that, 
unless his Government ordered the withdrawal of its 


along the entire border to strengthen its defensive posi- 


tions. The statement issued in Islamabad last night 
the Pakistan 


in Delhi today were significantly silent on this point, 
_while urging ‘immediate pens Fone between the 


during the ceremonial reception of the 

of State that arrived for the ICA Fund 
summit, the Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, told him 
that ‘we must bring the temperature down’. The whole 


accent of Indian diplomacy will, therefore, be on. 


doing everything possible to deescalate the crisis by 
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_ sive 

Punjab to 
_ Is no scope for any surprise offensive action by Pakis- 
tan. 


talking to Pakistan, but meanwhile the necessary 
steps have to be taken to complete the Indian defen- 

from Jammu and Kashmir through 
jasthan to make doubly certain that there 


The Ministry of External Affairs was asked to put 
Out a statement that India was prepared to engage in 
consultations with Pakistan at an appropriate level 
after settling the level and procedures through dip- 
lomatic exchanges. But India cannot shut its eyes to 
the reality that the situation will remain explosive as 
long as a million tr remain deployed in forward 
positions on either side of the border with Punjab as 
the focal point of this tension. 

The Prime Minister today called a meeting of the 
full Cabinet to discuss these serious developments. 
He is expected to meet the leaders of the Opposition 
as soon as he is free from the AFRICA Fund summit 
due to conclude tomorrow. 

President briefed: President, Mr. Zail Singh, 
was te a detailed brief'ng on the situation today by 
four Ministers—Mr. Arun Singh, Minister of State for 
Defence, Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao, Minister of Human 
Resource Mr. Buta Singh, Home Minis- 
ter, and Mr. V. P. Singh, 


UNI reports: 

The Pakistan Prime Minister, Mr. Junejo, ruled out 
any ‘immediate gy A Radio Pakistan said. Addres- 
sing newsmen in Peshawar, he said “Pakistan has 
asked India to withdraw to the peace line.” 











TIWARI MEETS WITH COUNTERPARTS AT NEPAL PARLEY 
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[Text ] 
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KATHMANDU, Jan. 17.—The 
Foreign . Ministers of India and 
Pakistan held talks here on how 


‘to carry forward the process of 


normalization of relations between 
wa two countries, report PTI and 


I. 
The External Affairs Minister, Mr 
Narayan -Datt Tiwari, now here 


for the inauguration of the SAARC 


secretariat, told reporters this 
evening that the meeting with Mr 


Yakub Khan, his Pakistani coun- 


terpart, was in furtherance of the 
meetings held by Indian officials in 
Islamabad last month, 

Mr Tiwari also held a meeting 


with the Foreign Ministers of: 


Bangladesh and Nepal jointly on 
the river waters issue. Informed 
sources said the discussions were 
preliminary in nature. 

On the meeting with the Paktis- 
tan Minister, Mr Tiwari said it 
was more in the nature of a 
courtesy meeting. 

Sources said the two Ministers 
met basically to take stock of the 
situation in the aftermath of the 
visits by the Indian Home and 
the Foreign Secretaries to Paklis- 
tan, The meeting was intended to 
work out a programme for the con- 
— of the process of 1\ormall- 
zation, 


The talks were “very useful” Mr 
Yakub Khan told reporters before 
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returning home. “We look forward 
to continued cooperation in fields 
identified in the meetings  (be- 
tween the Secretaries)”, he said. 


In reply to a question, Mr Yaqub 
Khan said his country was trying 
for a peaceful solution of the 
Afghanistan problem. “We are 
looking forward to the next rounds 
of talks in Geneva to be held in 
February this year. 

Pakistan is willing to approach 


the talks with positive attitude 
particularly in response to the new 
measures announced hy Moscow,” 
he said. 

He said. there were “very wel- 
come” indications and “we hope 
they will be translated into ac- 
tion on the negotiation tables”, 
he added. 

Both the Pakistani Foreign Ml- 
nister and the Maldives Foreign 
Minister briefed Mr Tiwari on the 
forthcoming Islamic Conference 
particularly the extent to which 


‘the Iran-Iraq war would figure 


at the conference. 

Mr Tiwari and the Nepalese 
Forelgn Minister, Mr S. K. Upa 
dhyaya, are scheduled to sign here 
tomorrow agreements on the sct- 
ting up of a joint commission, 
avoidance of double taxation and 
the establishment of an Indian-aid 
ed industrial estate at Rajbira) 
in eastern Nepal. 


INDIA 
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Kathmandu, Jan. 18 (UNI): The 
long pending agreement be- 
tween India and Nepal on the 
establishment of a joint commis- 
sion failed to come up, as sche- 
duled today, following some 
“last minute procedural hitch.” 
Instead, the external affairs 
minister, Mr Narayan Dutt 
“Tiwari, and Nepalese foreign 
minister, Mr Sailendra Kumar 
Upadhyaya, signed two other 
agreements—one on the avoi- 
dance of double taxation and 
another on India’s assistance of 
Rs. 1.52 crores for the establish- 
ment of an industrial estate at 
Rajbiraj in the Terai region. 
According to informed 
sources, discussions on the joint 
commission will be held when 
Mr Upadhyaya visits New Delhi. 
The invitation for the visit was 
extended by Mr Tiwari today. 
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Another agreement that was 
listed for lighting but did not 
materialise was on India’s assist- 
ance of Rs 5 crores for controll- 
ing goitre in the rural areas of 
Nepal. 

Officials said the avoidance of 
double taxation would promote 
commercial contacts and lead to 
the establishment of joint ven- 
tures between India anc Nepal. 
The agreement on the industrial 
estate will pave way for the 
development of small agro- 
based industries. In the past, 
India has assisted Nepal in the 
establishment of such industrial 
estates at Nepalgunj, Dharan 
and Lalitpur. 

Mr Tiwari, who arrived here 
on Thursday to attend the inau- 
guration of the permanent secre- 
tariat of the South Asian Asso- 
ciation for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC), left for New Delhi 
today. 


INDIA 


INDIA 


SOVIET DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER MEETS DELHI PRESS 
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[Text] wIndo-Soviet joint peace policies Such sub-systems should exist in 
‘ to make this world a zone of peace all the zones of the world as part 
had become a stabilising factor in of an international system of 
.sthe international affairs, said So- peace, he said. This would show 
viet deputy minister of foreign af- that all problems could be solved 
‘fairs V. F. Petrovsky. by common efforts at the negotia- 
“? Addressing a press conference tion table only. He reiterated the 
‘in the Capital on Thursday Mr suggestion of convening an inter- 
‘ Petrovsky said the public state- national conference to transform 
*ment made by Soviet leader M S the Indian Ocean as a zone of 
*Gorbachev on 15 January last peace. 
“year containing a programme to Referring to the Afghanistan 
‘build a nuclear-weapon-free issue, Mr Petrovsky said the Gov- 
sworld and deliver it from vio- ernment there had proclaimed a 
dlence, hatred, suspicion and fear national reconciliation 
‘still lived and worked. programme whereby all sections 
Mr Petrovsky said the Soviet would be able to participate in its 
Union would continue to observe nation-building process. As soon 
unilateral moratorium on nuclear as outside intervention in the in- 
tests. He said the stand was in- ternal affairs of that country was 
‘separable from the new political stopped, Soviet Union would 
‘thinking and the concrete deeds withdraw its troops. That was a 
‘to ensure the survival and pro- practical need, he stressed. 
“gress of humanity. Talking of the proposed inter- 
Referring to the Delhi Decla- national space centre in India, 
ration of the leaders of the two Mr Petrovsky said this would 
‘Countries, Mr Petrovsky said it help in strengthening the scien- 
tepresented humaneness and hu- tific and industrial base of India. 
manity as opposed to nuclear A special school for training as- 
means of intimidation. The bur- tronauts would be established 
den of military expenditures, op- and this would help all developing 
‘pression and discrimination countries to take advantage of the 
would give way to release of huge peaceful use of outer space. The 
*resources to combat economic “Star War” programme was to be 
‘backwardness and to solve global replaced by a “star peace” 
: ag facing humanity, he programme, he said. 
Said. Referring to the failure of the 
* Talking of the Asian security Reykjavik summit, Mr Petrovsky 
proposal, Mr Petrovsky said it hoped that “common sense would 
,was an extension of Nehru’s phi- prevail in US” and it would work 
Josophy at the end of the fifties. for human rights which it so 
strongly advocated vocally. 
/13046 
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VISITING SOVIET ENERGY MINISTER TALKS TO PRESS 


Aid for Tehri Dam 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 13 Jan 87 p 9 


{Text ] 
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[Text] 


for power, Mr. A. 1. Mayorets, asserted 
all possible precautions on 
ecological imbalance, environment 
and seismic instability would be taken. 
The Soviet seman ny in fact, 
went a step to state that they 
had expertise in building. rock filled 


dam, up to a height of 300 metres in 
arcas with a seismicity rate of a much 


r. Mayorets told newsmen that the 
Soviet team is taking with it the 
relevent data pertaining to scdimenta- 


More Details Given 


3 
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NATIONAL INCOME RISE ESTIMATED AT 5.1 PERCENT 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 17 Jan 87 p 5 


[Text ] 


The national income in the first year of 
the Seventh Plan 1985-86 rose 5.1 per 
cent, reports UNI. 

According to quick estimates of na- 
tional income and related aggregates 
for 1985-86 released on Friday by the 
Central Statistical Organisation of the 
Planning Ministry, the total national 
income at constant prices was estimat- 


ed at Rs 60,143 crore against Rs 57,243 


crore in 1984-85. 

This worked out to a 5.1 per cent 
rise compared to an increase of 3.5 per 
cent during 1984-85. 

The real per capita income for the 
year was estimated at Rs 798 against 
Rs 775 in 1984-85, a three per cent 
increase. 

At current prices the per capita in- 
come worked out to Rs 2,596 compared 
to Rs 2,3558, in 1984-85. 

Net domestic saving in 1985-86 
amounted to Rs 37,585 crore, consti- 
tuting 16.7 per cent of the net domestic 
product. This was 6.9 per cent in the 
previous year. 

The savings of the household factor 
went up by 10.8 per cent while that of 
private corporate sector rose by an im- 
pressive 33.9 per cent to Rs 1670 crore. 
Public sector. savings went up by 9.4 
per cent from Rs 1,645 crore in 1984-85 
to Rs 1800 crore. 

Savings of non-departmental Gov- 
ernment enterprises increased by Rs 


462 crore to Rs 2,590 crore. 


On the other hand, general govern- 
ment (administrative departments in- 
cluding. departmental enterprises) 
showed a dis-saving for the second year 
in succession. This was Rs 790 crore in 
1985-86 against Rs 483 crore in 
1984-85. 

The rate of capital formation or net 
investment in 1985-86 at 18.6 per cent 
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remained at the same level as in the 
previous year. There was higher inflow 
of capital from abroad at Rs 4485 crore 
against Rs 3299 crore in 1984-85. 

At constant prices 1970-71 howev- 
er, the rate of net capita formation fell 
from 15.1 per cent in 1984-85 to 14.8 
per cent in 1985-86. This indicates a 
faster rise in the prices of capital goods 
as compared to all goods and 

The gross capital formation at cur- 
rent prices is estimated at Rs 59,916 
crore in 1985-86 as against Rs 52,389 
crore in 1984-85. 

Private final consumption expendi- 
ture at current prices worked out to Rs 
163,506 crore in 1985-86, forming 6.1 


per cent of the gross domestic 


product. 
Although the production of 
foodgrains rose by 3.4 per cent during 


the year and was of the order of 150.5 


" million tonnes, the production of other 


crops showed an overall decline result- 
ing in only a modest growth of 1.1 per 
cent in the agriculture sector. Among 
the foodgrains, there was increase in 
the production of paddy (10 per cent), 
wheat (6.4 per cent), barley (25.5 per 
cent) and gram (24.6 per cent) as 
against decline in the production of 
bajra (39.1 per cent), maize (18.4 per 
cent) and jawar (11.2 per cent). 

In the case of other crops, oilseeds 
fell by 13.8 per cent and potatoes by 
14.9 per cent (1.2 per cent) and 
sugarcane (0.8 per cent) showed slight 
increase in production during the year. 

The mining sector showed an in- 
crease of 5.2 per cent in 1985-86 mainly 
due to higher production of coal (6.5 
per cent) crude petroleum and natural 
gas (4.2 per cent) and limestone (15.5 
per cent). The manufacturing sector 
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registered an overall growth of 6.9 per 
cent as compared with only 5.4 per cent 
in the previous year. This has been due 
to increase in the production of non- 
metallic products (29.3 per cent), rub- 
ber and petroleum (10.1 per cent), 
aes equipment (10.0 per cent) 
and electrical machinery (6.2 per cent), 
electricity, gas and water supply sector 
also recorded a sizable growth of 8.6 per 
cent in 1985-86. The services sector as 
a whole, which contributes about 40 
per cent of the net domestic product, 
registered a growth of 7.8 per cent be- 
tween 1984-85 and 1985-86. 

The fixed capital formation 
amounted to Rs 53,611 crore showing 
an increase of 17.0 per cent over 1984- 
85. All the three institutional sectors 
contributed tc this rise. The public sec- 
tor increased by 11.5 per cent from Rs 
23,423 crore in 1984-85 to Rs 26,112 
crore in 1985-86, the private corporate 
sector by 8.4 per cent from Rs 5,320 
crore to Rs 5,767 crore and the house- 
hold sector increased by 27.2 per cent 


‘from Rs 17,085 crore to Rs 21,732 


crore. 

As for stocks, the net addition in 
the case of public sector during 1985-86 
(Rs 2,228 crore) was less than that in 
the previous year (Rs 2,599 crore). 
However net additions to stocks in the 
private sector showed an increase from 
Rs 5,417 crore in 1984-85 to Rs 5,679 
crore in 1985-86. 
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COMMERCE MINISTEK REPORTS TO MAJLIS ON COMPANY OUTPUT 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 31 Dec 86 pp 1, 18 
[Text] KEYHAN political service 


Yesterday, the open session of the Majlis was held, 
chaired by Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi-Rafsanjani. The 
continuation of the session was chaired by Hojjat ol- 
Eslam Mehdi Karrubi, deputy speaker of the Majlis. 


In this session, the minister of commerce presented a 
report concerning the output of the Iran Khodrow and 
Gavah companies. 


Also, 1l articles of the country's general accounting 
legislative proposal were ratified. Furthermore, a 
number of the questions of representatives to the 
minister of post, telegraph and telephone concerning the 
failure to observe Article 141 of the Constitution were 
discussed. 


follows: 


Following the pre-agenda speeches and the reading of the reminders of the 
representatives to the executive officials of the country, the Majlis went 
into session. 


First, Hasan ‘Abedi-Ja'fari, the minister of commerce, presented a report on 
the output of the Iran Khodrow and Gavah companies, the selling price of spare 
parts, and the level of tax payments and purchases of these two companies. 


) 
The details of the continuation of the report on yesterday's open session 
The text of the report by the minister of commerce is as follows: 











In the Name of the Almighty 
In the Name of God the Compassionate and the Merciful 


I thank the board of directors and the honorable representatives. On Tuesday, 
20/8/65 [11 November 1986], a report concerning the operations of the two 
companies, Iran Khodrow and Gavah, concerning the procurement and distribution 
of spare parts was read from the podium of the Majlis by the honorable 
spokesman of the committee on Article 90, which, as usual, was directly 
broadcast by the Voice of the Islamic Republic and reprinted in the high- 
circulation newspapers of the country. 





This 2,500-word report, which was arranged in an introducti .n, 12 paragraphs 
and a conclusion, would raise numerous questions and ambiguities in the minds 
of listeners concerning the directors of the above-mentioned companies, the 
quantity and quality of their domestic and foreign purchases, their 
distribution procedures, warehousing, methods of pricing, and levels of taxes 
paid as well as the amount of profits made by these two companies. Naturally, 
every fair-minded listener would be deeply distressed by such a seemingly poor 
operation. 


What would increase this distress was the calculated repetition of these 
accusations in the course of the report as well as the manner in which the 
statements of the operators of the two companies were resorted to and the 
methods relied upon in preparing this report, such as eyewitness accounts in 
on-the-spot short films, and ultimately the emphasis placed on numerous means 
and tools used in producing it, such as the national inspection agency, two 
experts, and so on. Most distressing was when the presenter of the report 
then and there compared the operation of these two companies after the 
magnificent Islamic revolution implicitly with that of the time of the tyrant, 
which would bring despondency to any revolutionary, free human being. 


In fact, all this forced a number of the honorable representatives to ask me 
for explanations concerning the accusations made against the two companies. 
With all due respect for the honorable committee, and naturally the Majlis, 
since in preparing and presenting this report, there were obvious mistakes, 
not to say wrongful partisanship, which wittingly or unwittingly would cloud 
our revolution and would, wittingly or unwittingly, harm the servants and the 
spirit of serving the regime, I decided to take this opportunity to enumerate 
some of these mistakes; otherwise, it would make up a book weighing 70 stones. 


Initially, I must say that the two above-mentioned companies were managed, 
before the magnificent Islamic revolution, by two agents of the previous 
regime by the names of Sudavar and Khayyami. Following the revolution, they 
were naturally confiscated and returned tc the treasury. Until the end of 
1362 [21 March 1983-20 March 1984], the Ministry of Heavy Industries was 
responsible for them, and since late 1362 [1983-84], they have been supervised 
by the Ministry of Commerce. For this reason, the history of the company must 
be divided into three periods: before the revolution, from the revolution to 
late 1362 [1983-84], and late 1362 [1983-84] to today. 
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Allow me to clarify these accusations. 
Paragraph 1 
Two main objections have been raised in this paragraph, which are: 


1. The agents for the foreign purchases of these companies, which took place 
directly, consisted of fugitives, prisoners and, occasionally, traitors. 


2. Considering the corruption of the agents and the needs and shortages of 
the country, the purchases, in terms of quality and quantity, were made 
without desirable planning, hased on personal and sometimes treacherous taste. 
These two main objections and the side issues that make up a total of 10 
accusations have been manifested in the form of an example to prove the claim, 
which is: In the years 1361 [21 March 1982-20 March 1983] and 1362 

[21 March 1983-20 March 1984], 27,000 high-priced crankshafts were imported, 
which cannot be used. With the foreign currency used for this purpose, 
hundreds of thousands of highly usable spare parts which are needed by the 
society could have been purchased. 


An examination of the example presented would itself clarify the quality of 
the conclusion. Now, let us examine this example together. 


Documents and figures show: 


1. In the years claimed, the company was not under the supervision of the 
Ministry of Commerce. 


2. Let us accept the impossible supposition that it were. 


3. In fact, allow me to include all the years after the Islamic revolution in 
our calculation. 


Firstly, from the revolution to the end of 1362 [1983-84], which naturally 
includes the years 1361 [1982-83] and 1362 [1983-84] claimed by the honorable 
committee, the total number of crankshafts purchased and imported by both 
companies was 2,407. 


Secondly, since 1362 [1983-84], virtually no crankshafts have been imported by 
the two companies. 


Note that if we want to evaluate the conclusion of Paragraph 1 of the 
honorable committee, I must say: Even if we take the 2,407 imported 
crankshafts to be 2,700, which is not correct, and even if we take the most 
positive point of view,-I must suggest that a slight error has been made, 
which is that a 0 has been added to the imagined number of 2,700. In other 
words, they have taken 2,700 to be 27,000. 


If we take 2,407 imported crankshafts in all the years following the 
revolution--instead of the years 1362 [1983-84] and 1361 [1982-83], which are 
claimed--as a basis, which is the correct way to do it, I must say that the 


' 
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mistaken amount would have been 24,300 complete crankshafts; in other words, 
it was an error of more than 1,000 percent in judgment. In regards to the 
conclusions, such as the excessive increase in foreign purchases with the 
foreign currency which could have been used to procure hundreds of thousands 
of highly usable and needed spare parts for the society, I leave the judgment 
to the honorable listeners as to whether some of the purchases were treasonous 
and the agents were fugitives and prisoners, with the explanation that was 
given in regards to the above evidence. You can read as much as you want irto 
it. 


Essentially, how can one explain such carelessness in such important 
conclusions that you make? 


Allow me to go to Paragraph 2. 


Paragraph 2. In this paragraph, too, discussions concern the foreign 
purchases of the two companies, the purchases that have been made indirectly, 
that is, through the imports of the machinery procurement and distribution 
center of the Ministry of Commerce and other importers. Two main objections 
are also raised in this paragraph. 


1. The purchases are all ill-sorted. 


2. The imports have been transferred to the above company by force and 
imposition. In this case, too, in order to prove the claim, the honorable 
committee resorts to several examples of spare parts such as: 


1. Brake boxes 

2. Brazilian rings 

3. Disk plates 

4. Clutch ball bearings 
Etc. 


Since the examples are the evidence proving the accusations, I too, following 
the honorable committee's example, will deal with the evidence in order to see 
if the purchases verify the claims. 


Let us start with the brake boxes: 


First, it appears that there was an error in terminology. But, with the 
reminders made by experts claimed by the honorable committee, this 
misunderstanding was resolved; however, the main problem was not resolved. 
The problem was that, essentially, there is no part, machinery or equipment 
called a “brake box" in an automobile. There are gear boxes, tool boxes, and 
steering wheel boxes, but there is no brake box. In order to be sure, we 
consulted companies, experts and mechanics; but they only laughed in response 
to us. In any case, we could not find anything called a brake box in an 
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automobile in order to be able to argue about its price or quality. We can 
consider the error in Paragraph 1 to be an error in figures; however, the 
error in Paragraph 2 must be termed a philoswphical error, because it deals 
with the the existence or nonexistence of an item. 


The other examples, according to expert opinion, are among the best of their 
kind, and, in terms of both price and quality, are much better than the 
British models. 


Indeed, one is overwhelmed by all the small and large accusations of such 
kind, using such scholarly support and research tools. 


Domestic Purchases of the Companies 


Allow me to stop at this brief discussion about Peragraph 2. Paragraph 3 
refers to the uwomestic purchases of the two companies. The honorable 
committee objects to the monopolization involving the purchases made by the 
two companies, Iran Khodrow and Gavah. Perhaps the most appropriate thing to 
dc is to list the related domestic production, point out the distribution 
method for each, and allow the listeners to decide whether or not ther: has 
been any monopolization. 


A. Iran Khodrow factory: 80 percent of its production is distributed by the 
Selpik Iran company, which is affiliated with the Ministry of Heavy 
Industries. 


B. Iran automobile spare parts factory (Reza-Mashhad): This factory not only 
gives its products to the Selpik company but also distributes them through its 
sales agents. 


C. Spring manufacturing, Indamin, Miral glass, Pars Sekorit glass, radiator 
manufacturing factories. 


Through appropriate policies, they engage in distribution. 


Therefore, no explanation is required; the issue of a monopoly by the two 
companies of Iran Khodrow and Gavah is basically irrelevant. Furthermore, due 
to the expertise involved, and considering the several tens of thousands of 
spare parts, logically, such a thing cannot occur. 


However, if the brothers are referring to the principle of purchasing domestic 
products to replace foreign purchases, such would be a source of pride and, 
naturally, endorsed by all those whose hearts beat for the independence and 
self-sufficiency of the country. In this area, these two companies have 
succeeded in increasing such purchases by 35 percent from 1364 to 1365 

[21 March 1985-20 March 1987]. 


As for me, no matter how much I thought about it, I did not understand the 
basis for the accusation regarding the monopolization of the two companies. 
Even now, as I am reading this paragraph, the reason for this issue being 
raised is vague to me. 
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Let us go to Paragraph 4. 
Paragraph 4. The subject of this paragraph is also purchasing. 


However, it deals with purchases that have been made between these two 
companies. The honorable committee claims that as a result of these 
transactions, due to the transfer of goods, great profits have come to the two 
companies, which, in the opinion of the committee, have resulted in such 
effects and symptoms as: 





1. Filling of warehouses with scrap iron. 
2. Shortage of parts needed by the people. 
3. Uncontrolled exit of currency from the country. 


In explaining the three above paragraphs, the committee offered a report 
comparing the situation before and after the revolution; considering the 
increase in the total volume of foreign purchases in 1362 [1983-84] compared 
to 1356 [21 March 1977-20 March 1978] and the omission of luxury items from 
foreign purchases; and expressing anxiety concerning the exit of currency, the 
confusion of the people, the accumulation of certain parts while some of them 
go to waste, and the existence of corruption in the companies. As proof of 
these claims, it provided the following evidence: 


1. Failure to procure items for Vahed company. 
2. Films made of the warehouses. 


3. And the so-called confessions of some of the officials of the two 
companies and the Ministry of Commerce, mentioning their names. 


The issue of the transfer of goods from one company to another and making a 
profit has, unfortunately, contaminated our economic culture as well. 
However, it seems that the honorable committee has merely made a mistake in 
the source which spreads such contamination. It has not existed in the 
government sector and, as evidenced by the statistics, it has certainly not 
existed in the two above-mentioned companies. 


Let us review the statistics for 1362 [21 March 1983-20 March 1984]. 


In regards to the sales of the Iran Khodrow company to the Gavah company, they 
totaled 4.71 percent. 


In regards to the sales of Gavah company to Iran Khodrow company in the same 
year, they were 0.76 percent of its total sales. 


In 1363 [21 March 1984-20 March 1985] 
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The two companies made virtually no sales to one another. 
In 1364 [21 March 1985-20 March 1986] 


In regards to the sales of the Iran Khodrow company to Gavah company, they 
were 2.94 percent of the total sales and in the same year, the sales of Gavah 
company to Iran Khodrow company were 0.24 percent of the total sales. 


Furthermore, these insignificant sales were made at discounts of 18 and 15 
percent in order to stabilize the final price for the consumer. 


Of course, I must add here that che price for the poor consumer is multiplied 
excessively in practice. After all of these prefatory remarks, ascribing this 
issue to the government and government companies requires serious 
contemplation. In finding the causes, the honorable committee has not allowed 
itself to look one step beyond the companies. 


Noting the explanations and statistics above, it is clear how valid the 
conclusions made by the honorable committee are in regards to the warehouses 
being filled with scrap iron, the shortages of parts needed by the people, and 
the uncontrolled exit of currency from the country, based on the transfer of 
goods between the two companies. 


However, as the report continues, other issues are raised which we cannot 
leave unanswered. For example, in regards to the accumulation of parts in the 
story of producing films of the warehouses: 


Based on the statistics at the time of the visit, for instance, 60 Peugeot 
engines existed in the company warehouse. 


However, if two points are taken into consideration, we can understand what 
this reasoning is based on. 


1. The number of existing Peugeot cars in the country amounts to 55,000. 

2. The government has a duty to maintain an available minimum stock. 

It is sufficient to divide 60 engines by 55,000 Peugeot cars to see that the 
government had about 1 engine for approximately every 1,000 cars at that 


moment. This number is even less than the allowed minimum, 


But, where does the problem lie? The problem occurs when you put one sales 
agent in charge of investigating the reserves of a country with a population 
of 44 million. 


And from the viewpoint of a spare parts agency, no matter how religiously you 


want to make an evaluation, then, of course, having 60 engines in reserve 
would seem like a great deal. 
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Another instance is the comparison between before and after the revolution and 
the worsening of the situation despite the increase in imports, as claimed by 
the report. It seems that in this hasty judgment, the brothers have ignored 
many fine points. 


Level of Imports of the Country 
Let us take a look together at the statistics. 


The imports of the country in 1356 [21 March 1977-20 March 1978], at the 
height of the government of the tyrant, amounted to $14,700 million, whereas 
the imports of the country in the first five years after the revolution, that 
is, the years 1357-1361 [21 March 1978-20 March 1983], averaged $11,200 
million. 


For the sake of argument, let us assume that all the variables are equal. In 
the course of these five years alone, on the average, compared to 1356 

[21 March 1977-20 March 1978] of the tyrant's time, of course, as the 
gentlemen reason, we have had $3,500 million rials less in imports. 


The level of these imports in 1362 [21 March 1983-20 March 1984], which makes 
up the greatest import figure of the country after the revolution, amounts to 
$18,200 million, which could have compensated for the deficit of only one year 
of the five years after the revolution. 


Now, allow me to bring in only some of the variables that we assumed to have 
remained equal. 


1. The natural growth of the population, which was 34 million in 1356 [1977- 
781, increased gradually by 10 million, a fact which has apparently been 
overlooked by the brothers. Such a population growth naturally increases 
consumption. 


2. The psychological affects of the war aside, in the course of the years 
referred to, the regime has had to provide for a full-scale, imposed war. 


3. The transportation capacity of the country has been completed during this 
period with the import as” domestic production of trucks. 


4. Development and construction after the revolution have been completely 
ignored. In regards to one item alone in the five years under review, in the 
area of road construction machinery, the purpose of which was to develop the 
farthest areas in the country and manage the imposed war, the import of this 
machinery equals the total imports of the previous regime. 


I will only mention the continual reconstruction of the war-stricken regions 
and other needs. 


You be the judge. Is it not astonighing that the output of the Islamic 


revolution and the serving government of the past few years should be 
questioned in such a superficial and blatant manner? 
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Set aside the fact that this method of reasoning and comparison with the 
previous regime is false from its very foundation. The basis for the use of 
currency must be the country's actual, essential needs, its production 
capability, and its consumption model. 


Keeping in mind the need for brevity, allow me to explain Paragraph 5 of the 
report. 


Paragraph 5. In this paragraph, the subject of the accusation is the high 
prices charged by the two companies, as stated by the honorable committee. 
Again, given the manner in which the evidence is presented and the statements 
of the operating brothers, they have considered the issue as final and have 
reached conclusions. Mentioning certain corrupt acts, they accuse the 
companies of causing inflation, disrepute and more. 


Let us look at the evidence presented to see how accurate it is. 


The claim is inade that from the purchase and sale of a piston, the company has 
pocketed 400 percent in profits. Now, as to the facts: 


In 1360 [21 March 1981-20 March 1982], pistons with the technical number 
25165700 were purchased from the Talbot factory, the price of each of which 
was 728 pounds, that is 1,637 rials. Disregarding the calculation of the 
allowed profit established by the protection agency, which is the legal 
authority for this purpose, the price for every set, that is, for 4 of them, 
is 6,548 rials. Now, if we also add the legal profit set by the protection 
agency, the price for every set, that is, 4 pistons, amounts to 9,037 rials. 


Now, how this profit of 400 percent is arrived at from the figures, I do not 
understand. Besides, the profit mentioned was made at a time (that is, 1360 
[1981-82]) when tariffs on spare parts were fully exempt from price controls. 
In other words, neither the procurement aid distribution center nor the 


protection agency had any control over the company, let alone the Ministry of 
Commerce, that year. 


The second case concerned the linings for the clutch plate. 


The honorable committee claims that in the sale of each pair, the price was 
marked up by 600 percent. 


The facts are: 


Firstly, they already had 8,493 clutch plate linings from before, the price of 
each unit of which was 4,260 rials. 


It was stated that: 


Offering of these two levels of linings has created two different prices in 
the market. 
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It is the same thing that the managers of the company have been accused of in 
another part of this report by the honorable committee. 


In order to prevent the two prices mentioned, the brothers go to the 
protection agency, the legal authority for setting prices. The agency, 
naturally, in order to prevent a range of prices, prescribes the "method of 
price averaging" to the brothers. 


In other words, when you calculate the previous price and the new price and 
divide that by the number of items to offer the item at a single price, the 
average price is 4,040 rials and the price for a pair of linings is, 
naturally, 8,080 rials. 


The interesting points in the calculation of and insistence on proving a 600 
percent markup by the company, as claimed by the honorable committee, are: 


Firstly, the purchase price for one lining instead of a set (that is, one pair 
of linings) is used, that is, 4,040 rather than 8,080 rials. 


Secondly, the formula for the above-mentioned average, which was recommended 
by the competent pricing authority, has been ignored. 


Thirdly, let us see what options they would have if the officials of the 
company were to ignore this legal method. 


1. With the two-price system, they could offer two similar items to the 
market. Would the honorable committee itself not object to such a practice? 
It would, because in another part of the same report, they accuse the company 
of creating two prices. 


z. They could keep the goods and not distribute them at the present until a 
decision is made about it. Then the famous refrain of the report, “the 
warehouses are full of useless scrap iron," would be issued, as the same 
accusation has been made in various parts of the report. 


Indeed, what should the executive officials of the defenseless government that 
confront such conditions in the course of implementation do, if they are to 
stay and serve, in order not to be accused in this report of price hiking and 
causing two prices? 


And, in fact, with this method of calculation by the honorable experts of the 
committee, why are the government and the government companies accused of 
excessive price hiking? Does this not require contemplation, in your opinion? 


Accusations in Paragraph 6. The two companies, in the opinion of the 
honorable committee, "are a show of low profits on the balance sheets and 
books." And the evidence involves the same reasoning as in the previous 
paragraphs, as follows: "Considering the excessive price hiking," the 
imposition of large profits . . ., granting monopolies to the two above- 
mentioned companies, "and also the large personnel expenditures" at the end of 
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the year, the gross profit is shown as about 27-34 percent in the balance 
sheets. 


It seems that with this reasoning, the experts of the honorable committee are 
again expecting the company to have suffered a loss, which, fortunately, it 
did not. So they said: Why has it had so little profit or indicated the 
profit to be small? 


However, the brothers know that in regards to government companies, there are 
legal books in which all company financial operations, including revenues and 
expenditures, are recorded, and there are auditors and legal inspectors who 
examine these accounts. 


In any case, the profit figures of 27 and 34 percent are both correct and 
reasonable. They also show the positive capabilities and operation of the two 
companies. 


This is really too much, to also question the reasonable profits of the two 
companies. 


In Paragraph 7 of the report, the claim of the honorable committee concerning 
the taxes of the companies is as follows: 


"Failure to pay taxes to [as published] the two companies," “unpaid taxes were 


shown as paid by transfer in the books." 

Figures of Taxes Paid 

Allow me to read the figures of the taxes paid in the course of the past years 
by the two companies, based on the receipts from the honorable Ministry of 


Economics and Finance: 


Iran Khodrow company, paid taxes: 


Year Amount. 

1360 [21 March 1981-20 March 1982] 575 million rials 
1361 [21 March 1982-20 March 1983] 903 million rials 
1362 [21 March 1983-20 March 1984] 659 million rials 
1363 [21 March 1984-20 March 1985] 289 million rials 


Gavah company, paid taxes: 
1361 [21 March 1982-20 March 1983] 424 million rials 


1362 [21 March 1983-20 March 1984] 137 million rials 
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1363 [21 March 1984~20 March 1985] 318 million rials 
1364 [21 March 1985-20 March 1986] 167 million rials 


Therefore, the fact that the issue of the failure to pay taxes was raised 
bears some open and honest contemplation. 


In Paragraph 8 of the report by the honorable committee, the accusations 
against the two companies are stated as follows: 


Several rates at every center, company and cooperative. 


Concerning one kind of item: Unequal prices, with obvious differences, 
contrary to the regulations of the protection agency. An example has been 
provided as evidence for such violations: "One ram for the front of the 
domestically produced Peykan engine at 1,300 rials on the open market and 
2,690 rials from Iran Khodrow." The honorable committee suggests that 
government companies have even charged more than the private sector and the 
black market. Allow me, again, to examine the evidence to clarify how valid 
the conclusions are. I do not know the reason for the experts of the 
honorable committee comparing prices. For what reason have they once again 
committed errors similar to those I mentioned in regards to some of the 
previous paragraphs? 


In other words, they have mistaken or confused the prices of the two kinds of 
ram, that which is domestically produced and that which is imported. The 
first ram is imported, bearing the technical number 71,270,895, purchased in 
1984 from Talbot at 11.25 pounds. Considering all the legal regulations, the 
sale price is the same 2,690 rials, that is correct. However, the second ram 
is domestically produced. The sellers, naturally, should have been questioned 
by the honorable committee as to its sale at the government price of 1,200 
rials. 


The fact that the experts in the private sector consulted by the honorable 
committee have not realized the ditference between the foreign and domestic 
ram, or perhaps it has not been in their interests to do so, and have found it 
more expedient to, rather than pursuing the sellers of the black market, 
domestically produced ram, so unfairly vindicate them implicitly, simply 
passing over the issue, and then accuse the government companies with the most 
obvious issue of the difference between the domestically produced item and its 
imported counterpart is truly admirable! 


In Paragraphs 9 and 10, the [accusations] made against the two companies by 
the honorable committee consist of: (1) low quality and junk purchases, and 
so on, and (2) incorrect distribution and mandatory sales. 


The first part is nothing but an undocumented generalization. But the fact is 


that in the foreign purchases, there are fundamental and basic issues that 
have apparently been overlooked by the honorable committee. 
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Question: Firstly, does it require the IRI {Islamic Republic of Iran] to 
procure a special item and, essentially, is it in the IRI's best interests to 
rely on one exclusive source, for instance, England? Or is it in its best 
interests, in order to prevent foreign domination, to have numerous purchasing 
sources and, naturally, have a much higher flexibility in purchasing? 


Secondly, is the policy of giving priority to relations with the Islamic 
countries, the nonaligned, the Third World, and the oppressed in the world the 
policy of the IRI or not? 


Thirdly, is the trade sector independent and exempt from this policy of the 
regime or not? 


Fourthly, are the countries mentioned among the advanced industrial and 
technological countries of the world? 


These are serious questions before the foreign trade system of our country, 
the implementation of which, undoubtedly, would have economic consequences for 
us. Agreeing to reduce the standards of the past regime is the necessary and 
primary condition to achieve these goals. 


In regards to implementation, I dare to say that utmost care is taken even in 

the purchase of the smallest quantity of low-quality goods in the government, 

centers and companies, because they have most of the data and history at their 
disposal. 


You do not believe it? Take, for instance, the example of the Korean oil 
pump, which was implied as evidence for the junk purchases of the government 
and which has been imported neither by the two companies under discussion nor 
the procurement and distribution center. As the honorable committee on 
Article 90, you could have also mentioned, in the course of these two years of 
research on this report, the name of the importer of this oil pump as well. 


In regards to the second part of this paragraph and the accusation of giving 
mandatory shares to the applicants, the famous refrain of the accumulation of 
goods occurs. The example of the honorable committee is the cooperative of 
Borujerd, which, the claim is made, has been given a mandatory quota. 
Fortunately, a photocopy of the request by this cooperative is available. All 
items mentioned have been in accordance with the request of the cooperative 
and the complaint of the cooperative was in regards to only one part in the 
total request, which concerns one of the highly used items that is produced 
domestically. What do you suggest? If it is produced domestically, but at a 
lower quality, then should we import it from abroad? 


Regarding the accumulation of goods, I explained earlier. Just allow me to 
refer to the statistics and figures presented and the minimum reserves needed 
by the country. The claim is made that nearly 1,000 Peykan bodies were 
stockpiled. I must explain that at no point in time has there been 1,000 
bodies, or even any figure close to that, in these two companies. In Bahman 
[21 January-19 February], during the visit of the honorable representatives to 
the company, only 175 bodies, and in Esfand [20 February-20 March], 267 
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bodies, were in stock. Divide this number by about 1.1 billion Peykans and 
see if this is a reasonable reserve for the needs of the country or not? The 
ratio is between 14 thousandths to 22 thousandths percent. I do not know why 
such insistence is made on proving this false notion. 


In these two paragraphs (Paragraphs 11 and 12), also, several accusations are 
made: 


1. The appointment of managers was based on personal taste and was not 
regulated. Consequently, the managers have acted illegally. 


2. They have rejected the work method of the equipment and spare parts 
procurement and distribution center of the Ministry of Commerce. 


3. They have given an explanation of the behavior of the officials of the 
Ministry of Commerce in the meetings of the committee. Unfortunately, the 
honorable committee has not given an example to prove Paragraph 1 to be used 
as evidence. However, on the whole, I say that not only in these two 
companies but also other commerce organizations, because of the sensitivity of 
the work and the necessity of sound character in these individuals to be able 
to take charge of these important responsibilities in terms of finances and 
goods, commitment and religious nature have always been the primary 
qualifications for the selection of the managers, while almost none of the 
managers selected lacked experience, education or some relationship with the 
work related to his responsibilities. 


In regards to the second accusation, the report states: 


"The involvement of the center for procurement and distribution as one of the 
importers and forgetting its main duty." 


I do not know if the brothers who prepared the report have forgotten that in 
this section they are giving a report about the two companies, Iran Khodrow 
and Gavah, and not about the center for procurement and distribution, or if 
they have knowingly engaged in reporting on the center as well. In either 
case, it is most unfortunate that the brothers, without paying attention to 
the law concerning centers, have objections or essentially have read their own 
personal views and wishes into the law. Also, it is astonishing that during 
two years of research and with the experts available to them, the brothers 
have not come across the fact that the centers are the legal importing 
agencies. The brothers have also forgotten Article 44 of the Constitution. 
Besides, if you have an opinion to the contrary, why do you criticize the 
center? You must criticize those who wrote the Constitution. 


In regards to the behavior of the officials and directors in the committee 
meetings: 


I will only make one point. The spirit ruling the committee session was 


mostly one of condemnation rather than of fact-finding; it was trying to get 
confessions rather than searching for the truth. This went to such an extent 
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that it was even objected to by some of the members of the honorable 
committee. 


What is interesting in the final analysis is: 


In the course of reading the report of the honorable committee, the reader 
unwittingly puts certain issues together and reaches a conclusion: 


On the one hand, he sees the government companies and some of the cooperatives 
that are, very delicately, accused of all the moral and economic corruptions 
in our society, including price hiking, profiteering, monopolization, 
hoarding, setting a range of prices, and making bad purchases! 


On the other hand, there is not a single word about the ungodly leeches who 
have lined their pockets to collect every rial under the present 
circumstances. 


On the one hand, you see the repeated conclusions based on the accusations 
against the two companies; yet, on the other hand, you find no sign of logical 
reasoning. 


On the one hand, you see the operators of the government, who work day and 
night to uproot the existing corruptions from the society, accused of creating 
corruption, and, on the other, the previous and present corrupters and 
offenders, who occupy a self-righteous position and are sometimes placed in a 
position to judge the operations of the government. 


And, finally, on the one hand, you see the excessive accusations, such as 
weakness, helplessness, and impotence, made against the poor operators of the 
government in return for the grave responsibilities that they have accepted, 
while, on the other, there is not even the slightest reference to the existing 
shortcomings resulting from all the conspiracies which have taken place 
against the regime, such as the war. Your heart breaks and begins to wonder 
if it will be the same on judgment day. 


There are so many obvious mistakes, so much sophistry, insistence on proving 
the point, emphasis on interpretations and conclusions, reasoning, 

pre judgments and even fabricating accusations in areas which, in all fairness, 
are the strong points of the executive branch. Would it not break your heart? 


The Country's General Accounting Legislative Proposal 


Then, the second round of discussions on the country's general accounting 
legislative proposal was discussed and examined. 


Hashem Hejazi, the spokesman of the committee on accounting, provided 
explanations about this proposal and said: This proposal was dis_ussed in 
frequent sessions in the presence of the representatives of the Prime 
Minister's Office, the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Finance, the national 
accounting office, the plan and budget [organization], and the Central Bank 
and was ratified with some changes. 
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Then, Articles 1 to 4 were discussed and Dari-Najafabadi proposed the omission 
of the phrase, "its mandate to be approved by the Cabinet" from Article 4, 
which was put to a vote and ratified. Then Articles 1 to 4 were put to a vote 
and ratified as follows: 


Article 1. The general budget of the country is the 
fiscal program of the government that is prepared for one 
fiscal year and contains projections of revenues and 
other sources of funds as well as the estimated 
expenditures for operations which will result in 
achieving the policies and legal goals. It is comprised 
of three parts, as follows: 


1. The general budget of the government, which includes 
the following parts. 


A. Projection of revenues and sources for the 
procurement of funds which will be directly or indirectly 
collected during the fiscal year of the budget law 
through the accounts of the general treasury. 


B. Developmental budgets for the implementation of 
developmental programs. 


2. Projection of payments from general or special 
revenues for current, developmental and special funds of 
the executive organizations may be carried out in the 
related fiscal year. 





3. The budget of government companies and banks, 
including projected revenues and other sources of funds 
and expenditures as well as profits and losses. 


4. The budget of establishments included in the general 
budget of the country headings other than those mentioned 
above. 


Article 2. A ministry is a specific organizational unit 
that is identified or will be identified in accordance 
with this law. 


Article 3. A government establishment is a specific 
organizational unit created in accordance with this law 
which is administered under the supervision of one of the 
three branches and is not called a ministry. 


Note. The institution of the presidency, which is 
administered under the supervision of the president, is 
recognized as a government institution in accordance with 
this law. 
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Article 4. A government company is a specific 
organizational unit which, in accordance with the law, is 
created as a company or is nationalized or confiscated in 
accordance with a ruling of the law or a proper court and 
is identified as a government company, with more than 50 
percent of its shares belonging to the government. 


Every commercial company that is created through 
investments by government companies shall be considered a 
government company as long as more than 50 percent of its 
shares belong to government companies. 


Note. Companies that have been or will be created 
through such means as limited partnerships or leasing in 
order to put the people's deposits to work in the banks, 
credit institutions and insurance companies are not 
considered government companies in the eyes of this law. 


At 10:20, the open session of the Majlis went into recess. 
Continuation of the Open Session of the Majlis 


At 10:55, again the open session of the Majlis was held, chaired by Hojjat ol- 
Eslam Mehdi Karrubi, the deputy speaker of the Majlis, which continued to 
examine the rest of the articles in the legislative proposal concerning the 
accounting of the country. Article 5 was discussed as follows. 


Movahhedi-Savoji proposed the omission of Article 5. 


Hamidi and Jahangiri spoke in opposition and support of this proposal 
respectively and the representative of the government and the spokesman of the 
committee offered explanations. The proposal for omission was put to a vote. 
It was not ratified, but rejected. 


Then Articles 5-11 were read, put to a vote, and ratified as follows: 


Article 5. General, nongovernmental establishments and 
institutions, from the perspective of this law, are 
specific organizational units that are or will be 
established in accordance with the law to carry out 
public duties and services. 


Note. The list of such establishments and institutions 
will be proposed by the government with considerations 
for the related laws and regulations and shall be 
ratified by the Majlis. 


Article 6. A fiscal year is a solar year, from Farvardin 
1 [21 March] to the end of Esfand [20 March]. 
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Article 7. Funds consist of the amount that is ratified 
by the Majlis for use in achieving the goals and 
implementing the programs of the government. 


Article 8. Debts that have no funds consist of payable 
debts of previous years for which no funds are allocated 
in the related budgets or which are in excess of the 
ratified funds and which in both cases are created in one 
of the following ways, without the prerogative of the 
organization. 


A. Final rulings issued by proper authorities 


B. The kinds of debts to ministries, government agencies 
and government companies for services, such as 
electricity, water, communications expenses, post and 
Similar expenditures, which are created outside the 
authority of the executive organization. 


C. Other debts that are incurred outside the authority 
of the organization. Those kinds of debts with no funds 
subject to this paragraph will be determined and 
announced by the Ministry of Economic Affairs and 
Finance. 


Article 9. Articles of expenditure will determine the 
kinds of expenditures in the budget or a part of the 
activities of a miristry or government agency. 


Article 10. General revenues consist of revenues of 
ministries and government agencies and taxes and profits 
of shares of government companies and revenues gained 
from ownership moncpolies and other revenues that are 
included in the genera] budget law of the country under 
the heading of general revenues. 


Article 11. Government revenues consist of all funds 
under the heading of general revenues, special revenues, 
revenues of government companies and other sources of 
funds, deposits, gifts and the like as well as other 
funds that, according to the law, must be accumulated in 
the general treasury accounts. 


The continuation of the discussion and examination of other articles was 


postponed to the next session. 


Questions of a Number of Representatives 


In the conclusion of the open session of the Majlis yesterday, the question of 
a number of representatives to the minister of post, telegraph and telephone 
concerning the failure to observe Article 141 of the Constitution and Articles 


114 








14 and 15 of the bylaws of the communications company regarding the selection 
of the general manager of the above-mentioned company was posed. Eshagq 
Jahangiri, one of the questioners, stated: The question to Engineer Gharazi, 
the minister of post, telegraph and telephone, is as follows: 


1. For what reason, contrary to Article 141 of the Constitution, has he taken 
over the general management of the communications company as well? 


2. What is the reason for the failure to observe Articles 14 and 15 of the 
bylaws of the communications company and the lack of attention of the general 
assembly of the company to these articles? 


3. Considering the written announcement of the two members of the general 
assembly in regards to the fact that he may not act as the general manager, 
why dees he not suggest another person for this responsibility? 


He said: What we say is that it has been one year since the previous general 
manager of the communications company resigned and Mr Gharazi accepted his 
resignation. During this period of one year, the communications company has 
been managed, accepted commitments, signed agreements, and made appointments 
and dismissals. The general manager is the main person responsible for all of 
these agreements; they must all be undersigned by the general manager. The 
presence of Mr Gharazi, as the minister of post, telegraph and telephone, at 
the head of the company goes against the Constitution and the present bylaws 
of the company. I do not know what the situation is with regard to these 
agreements, appointments and dismissals and what the expenditures will be and 
who will be responsible for them. Hence, it is necessary for him to give a 
comprehensive response in this regard. 


Response of the Minister of Post, Telegraph and Telephone 


Then, Engineer Gharazi, the minister of post, telegraph and telephone, 
responded to the questions and said: The general manager is proposed by the 
minister and approved by the general assembly. In regards to the final part 
of the statement by our brother, I must say, the law has been ratified that 
all royal decrees extend to the related minister. In other words, it does not 
require the approval of the government and the president. 


The issue that has occurred is that I was proposed to the assembly and the 
assembly approved me as the general manager. And this is not contrary to the 
law. I will read you the interpretation made by the Council of Guardians. 


Since the current laws of the country that are not contrary to the 
Constitution are not prohibited by the Constitution from implementation and 
since in cases in which the application of each article of the Constitution to 
the current laws requires the approval of the Council of Guardians, before the 
Council of Guardians has given an interpretation, those laws are not 
prohibited from being implemented. Since this law has existed and has not 
been interpreted by the Council of Guardians, there is no prohibition against 
its implementation. Therefore, it is not contrary to the law. 
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After the explanations of the minister of post, telegraph, and telephone, 
Eshaq Jahangiri said: The response of the minister was not satisfactory and 
the question is referred to the committee on investigating questions. 


The open session of the Majlis concluded at 12 noon and the next session was 
scheduled for tomorrow, Thursday, at 7:30 am. 


10 ,000 
CSO: 4640/90 


116 











TRAN 


SALE OF ARMS BY FRANCE TO CLERICAL REGIME REPORTED 
London KEYHAN in Persian 22 Jan 87 p 16 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] In its latest issue, the weekly EXPRESS revealed that France has been 
selling arms and munitions to [Iran from 1983-1985. 


According to EXPRESS, officials of the French Socialist Government have 
known about the sale of munitions to the Islamic Republic by the French firn, 
Losher, and that even the French president knew that arms were being sent to 
Iran from France. 


EXPRESS writes that during this period, the munitions firm, Losher, sold 

arms and munitions to the Islamic Republic valued at 700 million francs. These 
weapons were shipped to Iran from the port of Cherbourg, but the manifests 

of the ships carrying the arms showed them as sailing to Thailand, Pakistan, 
Brazil, Yugoslavia, Peru, and Ecuador. However, almost all the ships carried 
the French manufactured munitions to the port of Bandar ‘Abbas for delivery 

to officials of the Islamic Republic. 


Continuing with its revelations, EXPRESS wrote that in the summer of 1984 

a Cypriot ship came into the port of Cherbourg and took on an unknown quantity 
of 155 mm artillery shells consigned to a Latin American country, but made 

its way to Bandar ‘Abbas. On 16 October 1984 a Greek vessel named "Golden 
Dolphin" followed the same route and transported significant quantities of 
various calibre shells to Iran. In order to sell and export the shells manu- 
factured in its factories, the Losher Company got permission from the French 
Ministry of Defense. It received such needed permission each time it ar- 
ranged an export. 


On 26 July 1985, the ship "Nicole" which flew the flag of the small nation of 
the Benamas, and which was owned by the European National Company, was loaded 
with 42,000-155 mm shells and 300,000-253 mm shells and ostensibly was 

headed for Brazil and Portugal, but a little later turned up at Bandar ‘Abbas. 
That very same ship on 6 August again took on a.cargo of munitions at Cher- 
bourg destined this time for a port in Thailand, but on 17 September it 
sailed into the port of Bandar ‘Abbas and delivered its cargo. 
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EXPRESS in another part of it. revelations wrote: "The ship (Totenbel) also 
once took on a cargo of munitivus at Cherbourg and made its way to Bandar 
"Abbas." 


According to EXPRESS, the Doshtar company illegally sold a total of 450,000 
shells to the “imam's" army, but there was no mention made of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran's name in this company's office. To the contrary, the 
purchasing countries were listed as Portugal "100,000 shells;" Brazil "94,000 


shells;" Thailand "100,000 shells;" Yugoslavia "90,000 shells." 


It is said that Charles Hernu, the minister of defense in the previous French 
Cabinet, had not denied the sale of arms by the Loshar company, but ‘ie also 
had not confirmed it. Charles Hernu said: "France has not sold arms to 
Iran. If war materiel was delivered to Iran, it was done by persons in 
defiance of government directives." 


The revelations of the weekly EXPRESS caused a great storm in France. Those 
opposed to the previous French Government and to the Socialist president of 
the country, Francois Mitterrand, were hoping that, by exposing this secret 
activity, they might bring about an "Irangate" similar to that currently 
underway in the United States against Reagan's government, but they have not 
been successful. 


13041/6662 
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RELATIONS WITH FRANCE NEED MORE TIME FOR NORMALIZATION 
London KEYHAN in Persian 22 Jan 87 p 16 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr ‘uesbahzadeh] 


[Text] ‘Ali Ahani, the director general for European and American Affairs 

in the Foreign Ministry of the Islamic Republic of Iran, went to France 

last Monday for talks with officials of that country on issues causing dif- 
ficulties between the two nations. The director general of the Foreign Min- 
istry of the Islamic Republic went to Paris at a time when relations between 
the two countries once again are headed toward the strained state of the past. 
France is very angry about the fact that once again a.French press photographer 
has been taken hostage in Beirut. The French authorities have said nothing 
openly about this matter, and the Islamic Republic has not been accused of 
having a hand in this affair. But, from commentaries appearing in the French 
press, it is clearly known that the French Government views the Islamic 
Republic as being involved in this matter. 


In Paris it is being said that when Avrel Cournea, the French journalist, 

was freed just before Christmas, Jacques Chirac, the French prime minister, 
thanked Algeria, Syria, and the Palestinians for their help in bringing about 
his release. No mention was made of the Islamic Republic. This action on 
his part specifically was the cause for displeasure on the part of Islamic 
government officials in Tehran. It is said that the kidnapping of Roge Avec, 
the French journalist in Beirut, more than anything, is an indicator of the 
Islamic Republic's unhappiness over French Prime Minister Jacques Chirac's 
policy. 


On the other hand, France’ displeasure about the Islamic Republic is also 
understandable. When Paris paid Iran. 330 miliion dollars in Iranian claims 
last July, it expected the Iranian Government to instruct its Hizballah 
followers in Lebanon to release all French hostages. However, the Islamic 
Republic's response to France's payment of the 330 million dollars was the 
release of only three [Trench hostages. 
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With regard to continued French requests that Iran arrange the release of 
French hostages held captive in Lebanon, Islamic Republic officials reply: 
"We are doing all we can, but in Lebanon nothing is easy." 


Could it be that Islamic Republic officials are really embarrassed, or is it 
true that Tehran's leaders are unable to do anything in Lebanon about freeing 
the French hostages. In this connection, the publication LIBERATION pub- 
lished in Paris writes: "It is possible that the leaders of the Islamic 
Republic have a difference of opinion amongst themselves over whether the 
French hostages should or should not be released. This difference of opin- 
ion, given the rivalry and conflicts which currently exist at the leader- 
ship levels of the Iranian Government, is the obstacle blocking the release 
of the hostages held captive. } 


On the issue of embarrassment caused to the Islamic Republic officials with 
regard to rendering assistance for the release of the hostages, the French 
Government has decided to postpone the normalization of its relations with 
the government in Tehran. 


In a reciprocal manner, the French Government's policy has seriously offended 
Iran's Islamic regime. The Islamic Republic is trying to get back from the 
French Government, as soon as possible, all of its claims plus the interest 
accumulated on these credits so that it can ease temporarily its foreign 
exchange difficulties. But the Iranian claims issue involving France, whose 
Atomic Energy Organization borrowed one billion dollars from Iran in 1974, 

is not a simple matter which can be settled rapidly. After months of nego- 
tiations between representatives of the Islamic Republic and France, the 
amoutn of the claims owed by France to Iran has still not been determined, 
nor is it known when France will pay the second tranche of its debt to Iran. 


In France, the visit of ‘Ali Ahani to Paris, is being followed with curiosity. 
The French Government will be trying to probe the proposals which Ahani 
brought with him, to discover the real intentions of the Tehran government. 
The hope of the French is that in the area of the hostage issue, Iran will 
act more seriously in order to get the French to be more serious about the 
issue of repayment of the Iranian claims. 


France views the travel of ‘Ali Ahani as a "political visit." However, it 
is not yet known what the results will be. Informed circles in Paris are 
predicting that the relations between the Islamic Republic and France will 
not be "normalized" so quickly, and that the difficulties between the two 
countries are too deeply-rooted for them to be removed by an exchange of 
money for hostages. The Islamic Republic wants France to cut off its arms 
assistance to Iraq. However, French Prime Minister Jacques Chirac has re- 
peatedly stated that his government is not ready to take orders from any 
foreign government, and that France's foreign policy will be made in Paris 
and in no other place. It is very likely that ‘Ali Ahani will return to 
Tehran empty handed. 
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